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Minn.  Opts  for 
Quarantine 


By  Robert  Halfhill 

ST.  PAUL,  MN  —  Over  a 
single  dissenting  vote,  the  Min¬ 
nesota  Legislature  has  auth¬ 
orized  forcible  testing  and 
quarantine  of  people  who  show 
a  “careless  disregard”  for  the 
transmission  of  AIDS  and 
other  diseases.  The  legislation, 
which  also  allows  for  tracing  of 
sexual  contacts,  sailed  through 
the  Senate  on  May  6  and 
through  the  House  on  May  13. 
Both  of  the  state’s  openly  gay 
representatives  —  Rep.  Karen 
Clark  and  Sen.  Allan  Spear  — 
voted  in  favor. 

Minnesota  Governor  Rudy 
Perpich  signed  the  bill  on  May 
26.  It  will  officially  take  effect 
July  1. 

AIDS  activists,  health  pro¬ 
fessionals  and  civil  rights 
groups  testified  against  the  bill, 
calling  it  one  of  the  worst  pieces 
of  legislation  in  the  state’s 
history.  Mathew  Stark,  exec¬ 
utive  director  of  the  Minnesota 
Civil  Liberties  Union,  told  the 
Senate  Health  and  Human  Ser¬ 
vices  subcommittee  on  April  1 , 
“I  have  been  lobbying  bills  in 
the  Minnesota  Legislature  for 
20  years  and  nothing  ap¬ 
proaches  this  bill  in  the 
awesomeness  of  its  assault  on 
basic  constitutional  rights.” 

Dan  McLaughlin,  Hennepin 
County  Health  Director,  stated 
that  the  bill  would  cost  about 
$50,000  per  year  for  each  in¬ 
dividual  judged  to  show  “care¬ 
less  disregard.”  “This  bill 
would  require  us  by  law  to  use 
90  percent  of  our  AIDS 
resources  for  less  than  two  per¬ 


cent  of  our  clients.” 

Morris  Floyd,  a  gay  member 
of  the  State  Health  Commis¬ 
sioner’s  Task  Force  on  AIDS, 
also  testified  against  the 
measure. 

Authored  by  Sen.  Marilyn 
Lantry  of  St.  Paul,  the  legisla¬ 
tion  allows  the  Commissioner 
of  Health  to  prosecute 
suspected  “non-compliant” 
carriers  of  disease.  “Non¬ 
compliancy”  includes  behavior 
which  “has  been  demonstrated 
epidemiologically  to  transmit 
or  which  evidences  a  careless 
disregard  for  the  transmission” 
of  illness  to  others. 

Because  the  state  epidemio¬ 
logist,  Michael  Osterholm,  has 
publicly  questioned  the  efficacy 
of  condoms,  it  is  unclear  if  sex 
with  condoms  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  “careless  disregard.” 

The  Commissioner  may  take 
“non-compliants”  to  court 
and  seek  forced  testing  and 
confinement  in  a  supervised  liv¬ 
ing  arrangement.  There  are  also 
provisions  for  emergency  holds 
up  to  19  days  prior  to  trial. 

Reports  on  “non-compli¬ 
ancy”  may  come  from  licensed 
health  professionals  and  other 
human  services  professionals 
regulated  by  the  state. 

An  amendment  to  the  bill 
gives  the  accused  the  option  of 
rebutting  a  finding  on  “non¬ 
compliancy”  by  voluntarily 
undergoing  testing. 

The  Minnesota  Alliance 
Against  AIDS  is  studying  the 
feasibility  of  a  court  challenge 
to  the  law. 


Controversy  Grows  over 
New  FDA  Drug  Rules 


Latina  Lesbian  v. 


“I  am  a  Puerto  Rican  and  I 
have  chosen  to  be  an  open  Les¬ 
bian  and  to  defend  the  rights  of 
Lesbians  and  Gays,  Blacks  and 
Puerto  Rican  women  and  other 
victims  of  discrimination,  in¬ 
cluding  white  women  at  Rutgers 
and  elsewhere.  For  this  reason,  I 
have  been  labeled  as  ‘controver¬ 
sial’  and  ‘dangerous.  ’  ”  —  Luz 
Maria  Umpierre  in  an  open  letter 
to  the  lesbian  community, 
published  in  the  Lavender  Ex¬ 
press,  a  New  Brunswick-based  les¬ 
bian  publication. 

By  Kim  Westheimer 

NEW  BRUNSWICK,  N.J.  — 
Umpierre,  an  associate  professor 
at  Rutgers  University,  filed  a 
discrimination  complaint  against 
the  school  with  the  state  Equal 
Employment  Opportunity  Com¬ 
mission  on  March  27.  Umpierre 
charges  she  has  been 
discriminated  against  because  of 
her  race  and  her  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.  According  to  other  Rutgers 
faculty,  Umpierre’s  case  is  in¬ 
dicative  of  widespread  racism  and 
homophobia  at  the  university. 

A  faculty  member  in  Puerto 
Rican  and  Hispanic  Caribbean 
Studies  since  1978,  Umpierre  says 
she  has  twice  been  unfairly  denied 
the  position  of  Department 
Chairperson  in  favor  of  a  man. 

The  university,  which  con¬ 
ducted  an  investigation  of  the 
charges,  determined  that  the 


claims  were  unfounded  earlier  this 
month. 

It  may  take  six  months  to  two 
years  before  Umpierre’s  case  is 
settled.  Meanwhile,  the  associate 
professor  says  she  has  faced  exten¬ 
sive  harassment  due  to  her  will¬ 
ingness  to  challenge  the  universi¬ 
ty’s  racism  and  homophobia. 
“This  is  something  that  is 
monumental  from  an  emotional 
perspective,”  said  Umpierre.  “I 
receive  all  kinds  of  treatment  [in¬ 
cluding]  sexual  harassment  calls 
at  home  in  Spanish.” 

In  addition,  her  “courses  have 
been  taken  away  from  [her],”  said 
Umpierre.  She  is  no  longer  allow¬ 
ed  to  teach  a  course  on  Latin 
American  women  nor  to  conduct 
a  poetry  seminar.  “I  doubt 
anyone  in  the  department  has 
published  more  in  the  field  of 
poetry  in  the  last  five  years  than 
me,”  noted  Umpierre.  The  poetry 
seminar  is  currently  being  taught 
by  a  man  who  has  not  “published 
one  article  on  poetry,”  said  Um¬ 
pierre.  “If  that’s  not  the  biggest 
sign,  what  can  one  call  for?”  Um¬ 
pierre  is  currently  assigned  to 
teach  a  course  on  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury  Spanish  American  literature. 
Unfair  denial  of  tenure 

Umpierre  asserts  her  case  is  on¬ 
ly  one  example  of  many  cases  of 
discrimination  at  Rutgers.  Black 
and  Puerto  Rican  women  are  fre¬ 
quently  unfairly  denied  tenure. 
Giannina  Braschi,  an  assistant 


By  Chris  Bull 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  New 
regulations  by  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  (FDA)  will  allow 
licensing  of  drugs  for  “life 
threatening  illnesses”  without  a 
demonstration  of  their  “safety 
and  effectiveness.” 

The  May  14  rule  change  will 
allow  doctors  to  prescribe  the  anti¬ 
viral  drug  AZT  to  people  with 
AIDS  (PWAs)  whose  immune 
system  is  damaged  enough  to  re¬ 
sult  in  a  white  blood  count  below 
200.  The  new  regulations  attempt 
to  specifically  address  some  crit¬ 
icisms  raised  by  AIDS  activists 
during  an  April  comment  period. 

FDA  drug  licensing,  particular¬ 
ly  the  licensing  of  AZT,  also 
known  as  Retrovir,  has  divided 
AIDS  activists  and  health  experts. 
Some  believe  the  drug  offers  hope 
for  people  with  AIDS  and  can  pro¬ 
long  life  by  as  much  as  two  years. 
Others  believe  the  drug  is  ineffec¬ 
tive,  raises  false  expectations,  and 
takes  resources  away  from  more 
promising  treatments. 

Representative  Ted  Weiss 
(D-N.Y.),  an  influential  critic  of 
the  Reagan  administration’s  AIDS 
policy,  is  opposed  to  the  regula¬ 
tions.  At  a  May  18  hearing  of  the 
House  Subcommittee  on  Govern¬ 
ment  Operations,  which  he  chairs, 
Weiss  warned  that  the  “new  reg¬ 
ulations  may  allow  another 
thalidomide  disaster.”  Thal¬ 
idomide  is  an  anti-nausea  drug 
that  caused  thousands  of  birth 
defects  in  Europe  in  the  early 
1960s.  Weiss  said  that  the  old 
standard,  which  required  drug 
companies  to  prove  that  a  product 
was  “safe  and  effective,”  is  better 
in  the  long-run. 

The  new  regulations  give  FDA 

Rutgers 

professor  in  Rutgers’  Spanish 
department,  concurs  with  Um¬ 
pierre’s  assessment.  Braschi,  a 
Puerto  Rican  woman  who  was 
denied  tenure  in  1986,  has  filed  a 
grievance  with  the  university. 

“Luzma  [Luz  Maria]  has  suf¬ 
fered  a  lot  with  people  in  the 
Spanish  department,”  said 
Braschi.  “So  have  I.” 

Braschi  said  she  was  told  by  the 
university  that  she  should  write 
more  scholarly  works.  Braschi 
notes  that  she  has  written  seven 
books  of  poetry  and  one  book  of 
criticism.  Her  poetry  books  are 
available  in  Spanish,  Italian  and 
French. 

“I’m  a  specialist  in  poetry,” 
Braschi  continued.  “But  they 
never  let  me  teach  [poetry]  ...  I 
am  recognized  internationally  . . . 
If  we  come  from  a  Hispanic 
background  we  should  be  the  peo¬ 
ple  teaching  our  culture  but  they 
discriminate  against  us. 

“Rutgers  is  a  very  conservative 
university.  [It]  doesn’t  accept  dif¬ 
ferences  of  thought.  If  they  look 
at  you  and  you  look  different  — 
you’re  not  the  prototype  of  a  pro¬ 
fessor  —  then  you’re  out  even  by 
appearances. 

“What  keeps  me  there  are  my 
students.  I  think  they  need  people 
like  me.  Who’s  going  to  defy 
authority  if  I’m  not  there.” 

Documentation  of  homophobia  at 
Rutgers 

Continued  on  page  8 


Commissioner  Frank  Young  the 
power  to  deny  the  release  of  an  ex¬ 
perimental  drug  “if  the  available 
scientific  evidence,  taken  as  a 
whole,  fails  to  provide  a  rea¬ 
sonable  basis  for  concluding  that 
the  drug  may  be  effective.” 

The  FDA  also  responded  to  the 
concern  that  drug  companies 
would  begin  charging  for  exper¬ 
imental  drugs.  Officials  stated 
they  “will  continue  to  presume 
that  supplying  investigational 
drugs  to  subjects  participating  in 
clinical  trials  without  charge  is  part 
of  the  normal  cost  of  doing  bus¬ 
iness.”  The  FDA  also  said  it  will 
approve  charging  for  a  drug  only  if 
the  company  can  prove  that  it  is 
necessary  and  then  only  at  a  price 


no  more  than  cost. 

However,  Stephen  Beck  of  the 
National  Coalition  of  People  with 
AIDS,  said  that  AZT  is  still  in  the 
experimental  stage  and  should 
therefore  be  provided  free  of 
charge  to  PWAs.  He  claimed  that 
the  drug  is  overpriced  (10  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  for  a  year’s  supply) 
and  has  not  been  proven  safe  or  ef¬ 
fective.  He  added  that  AZT  was 
developed  by  Burroughs- 
Wellcome  25  years  ago  as  an  anti¬ 
cancer  agent  but  was  shelved  for 
ineffectiveness.  “They  are  simply 
attempting  to  recoup  their  losses 
on  the  backs  of  people  with 
AIDS.” 

Drug  manufacturers  have  con- 
Continued  on  page  13 
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Scondras  Assails  Dapper 
on  LaRouche  Support 


David  Scondras 


By  Chris  Bull 

BOSTON  —  Gay  City  Councilor  David  Scondras  accused 
fellow  Councilor  Albert  “Dapper”  O’Neil  of  supporting  right- 
wing  extremist  and  AIDS  quarantine  proponent  Lyndon 
LaRouche  at  a  June  10  City  Council  meeting. 

O’Neil  responded  by  taunting  Scondras  to  “get  up  and  be  a 
man,  if  that  is  possible.” 

The  conflict  erupted  as  a  result  of  a  speech  by  self-proclaimed 
“AIDS  expert”  Dr.  John  Seale,  who  advocated  universal  man¬ 
datory  testing  in  his  20  minute  speech  before  the  City  Council. 
Seale,  who  believes  that  doctors,  scientists  and  “homosexuals” 
have  conspired  to  create  the  illusion  of  an  AIDS  “epidemic,”  was 
invited  by  City  Council  President  Burce  Bolling.  Bolling  said  he  in¬ 
vited  Seale  as  a  courtesy  to  O’Neil,  but  admitted  that  “he  knew 
nothing  about  him.” 

Seale,  a  veneriologist  at  St.  Thomas  Hospital  in  England,  was 
recommended  to  O’Neil  by  Richard  Black,  a  perennial  LaRouche 
candidate  for  office  in  Massachusetts.  Black  was  indicted  last  year 
for  credit  card  fraud  involving  fundraising  for  LaRouche’s 
organization. 

O’Neil,  who  did  not  return  calls  from  GCN,  has  ties  to 
LaRouche  dating  back  to  1975  when  he  introduced  tax  legislation 
on  behalf  of  the  group.  O’Neil  agreed  to  renounce  LaRouche  and 
Seale  in  exchange  for  an  apology  from  Scondras.  Scondras  grudg¬ 
ingly  obliged. 

Seale,  a  Harvard  graduate,  presented  a  paper  at  the  third  In¬ 
ternational  AIDS  Conference  in  Washington  last  week.  He  called 
for  mandatory  HIV  testing,  the  quarantine  of  people  with  AIDS 
and  HIV  negative  certificates  for  international  travel.  He  told  the 
Council  that  AIDS  can  be  spread  through  casual  contact  and  that 
U.S.  Surgeon  General  C.  Everett  Koop  was  misleading  the  public 
on  AIDS.  “Only  drastic  measures  will  stop  the  spread  of  AIDS  in  a 
free  society,”  said  Seale. 

Scondras  noted  that  Bolling  “should  have  thought  twice 
about  inviting  anyone  Dapper  suggests.”  As  for  Seale,  Scondras 
said,  “the  man  is  mentally  disturbed.  He  doesn’t  make  any  sense  at 
all.  I  can’t  believe  he  was  given  a  platform  to  spread  such 
nonsense.  Dr.  Seale  is  to  the  AIDS  crisis  what  the  KKK  is  to  the 
Black  civil  rights  movement.” 
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news  notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“I  recall  my  first  [lesbian/gay  pride]  parade.  I  was 
in  the  crowd.  I  wanted  to  cheer. ...  No  sound  came, 
like  turning  on  a  dry  tap.  I  wanted  to  join  the 
parade ....  My  legs  were  like  jelly.  From  the  crowd  to 
the  parade  was  a  grand  canyon.  Then  someone 
shouted,  ‘Rich,  come  and  join  us.’  Like  a  lion  sprung 
from  its  cage  I  was  there....  there  was  no  going 
back.” 

—Richard  McCance,  an  activist  in 
the  labor  and  gay  movement  of  England  for  the  last  15 
years,  writing  in  the  English  weekly,  Peace  News.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  McCance,  the  1985  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Car¬ 
nival  was  the  largest  Britain  has  ever  seen,  with  over 
20,000  lesbians  and  gay  men  marching.  "[T]here  were 
also  78  men  and  women  from  a  Welsh  mining  village 
who  kept  a  promise,  made  during  the  miners  strike,  to 
repay  the  solidarity  and  support  shown  by  lesbians 
and  gays  who  raised  over  20,000  pounds  for  the 
miners  strike  fund. ...” 

This  year’s  London  parade  takes  place  on  June 
27. 


the  pride  of  rhode  island 

PROVIDENCE,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  is  coming  out 
of  the  closet  with  the  biggest,  boldest  march  in  the 
state’s  history.  Organizers  expect  over  500  marchers, 
double  of  any  previous  year.  Floats,  speakers  and 
entertainers  will  gather  under  the  theme,  “Making 
Waves.” 

With  the  benefit  of  a  grant  from  the  Haymarket 
People’s  Fund,  this  year’s  pride  committee  has  done 
grassroots  organizing  for  the  pride  march  and  en¬ 
couraged  lesbian/gay  bars,  religious  and  civil  rights 
groups,  labor  organizations  and  businesses  to  take 
part.  The  volunteers  from  Rhode  Island  Project  AIDS 
will  also  march,  with  their  own  banner. 

Speakers  include  David  Scondras,  gay  Boston  ci¬ 
ty  councilor;  Veneita  Porter,  executive  director  of 
Rhode  Island  Project  AIDS;  Gary  Dotterman  of  the 
New  England  Steering  Committe  for  the  March  on 
Washington;  and  Mary  Fridley  of  the  New  Alliance 
Party. 

The  march  on  Saturday,  June  20,  wil  begin  at 
11:30  a.m.  from  Cathedral  Square  in  downtown  Pro¬ 
vidence  and  proceed  to  the  State  House  lawn  where 
the  rally  will  be  held. 

—Charles  Alsdorf 


alleged  ‘kisser’  wins  suit 

UPPER  DARBY,  PA  —  A  gay  man  from  this 
Philadelphia  suburb  has  won  his  suit  against  a  police 
officer  who  arrested  him  for  allegedly  kissing  a  man 
in  public. 

According  to  Au  Courant,  Michael  Foley  denied 
the  allegation  and  argued  that  “even  if  he  [did  kiss  a 
man  in  public],  such  an  act  does  not  constitute 
grounds  for  arrest.” 

The  official  charge  of  disorderly  conduct  was 
dismissed  in  district  court.  Foley  pursued  the  case, 
however,  filing  suit  against  the  Township  of  Upper 
Darby  and  the  arresting  officer,  James  Sands.  Neither 
Sands  nor  the  township  filed  an  appeal,  resulting  in 
Foley’s  victory  and  an  award  of  $1,500. 

According  to  Foley’s  attorney,  David  Webber, 
Foley  now  seeks  to  recover  the  legal  costs  of  fighting 
the  suit,  estimated  at  $6,000. 

—Oonagh  Doherty 


fundraiser  for  queers  bashed  by 
firefighters 

BOSTON  —  A  fundraising  party  to  cover  legal 
fees  for  two  lesbians  and  a  gay  man  who  were  as¬ 
saulted  by  Boston  firefighters  will  be  held  on  June  18. 

Two  of  the  firefighters  involved  in  the  incident 
were  found  guilty  in  district  court.  They  will  appeal 
their  case  before  a  six-person  jury  in  August. 

To  date,  the  legal  fees  for  the  lesbians  and  the 
gay  man  exceed  $10,000.  Half  of  the  money  raised  at 
the  party  will  go  to  cover  these  costs.  The  other  half 
will  go  towards  a  fund  to  help  other  targets  of 
homophobic  violence. 

The  party,  sponsored  by  the  Public  Safety  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Boston  lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Alliance,  will  be  held  at  Alliance  member  French 
Wall’s  home  at  7  p.m.  For  more  information,  call  (617) 
236-1641. 

— Kim  Westheimer 


Sweden  assures  couples’  rights 

STOCKHOLM  —  Parliament  approved  a  bill  June 
4  giving  gay  and  lesbian  couples  the  same  rights  as 
heterosexuals  married  by  common  law.  However,  AP 
reports  that  the  349-member  body  also  enacted  a 
measure  restricting  saunas  and  video  clubs  fre¬ 
quented  by  gay  people. 

The  couples’  bill  was  passed  by  acclamation, 
following  a  six-year  study  of  gay  people  by  a 
government-appointed  commission.  Gay  men  and 
lesbians  will  now  be  able  to  sign  housing  leases  as 
couples,  regulate  the  division  of  property  after  a 
break-up  and  grant  lovers  the  right  to  inherit  property 
in  the  absence  of  a  will. 

— Stephanie  Poggi 


did  you  see? 

BOSTON  —  AIDS  should  be  of  no  concern  to 
heterosexuals  who  are  really,  truly  heterosexuals,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  June  4  piece  by  local  Herald  columnist 
Norman  Podhoretz.  Podhoretz  exhorts  readers  to  look 
at  “certain  stubborn  facts”  proving  the  point.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  he  asserts,  “There  are  no  documented  cases 
at  all  of  women  getting  AIDS  from  going  to  bed  simply 
and  straightforwardly  with  a  heterosexual  male.” 

But  why  then  all  the  needless  warnings  to 
heterosexuals?  According  to  Podhoretz,  one  reason 
is  that  “the  idea  that  everyone  is  at  risk  from  AIDS  is 
useful  to  women.  It  has  provided  them  with  an  ex¬ 
cellent  excuse  to  say  no  again  after  being  deprived  for 
so  long  of  their  traditional  defenses  against  the 
pressure  to  hop  casually  into  bed.”  (The  truth  outs  at 
last.)  '  . 

—Stephanie  Poggi 


Columbian  gay  murders  draw  protest 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  On  March  11,  about  150 
people  demonstrated  at  the  Columbian  Consulate 
against  the  murder  of  over  680  gays  and  lesbians  in 
Columbia  by  paramilitary  groups,  according  to  the 
Torch.  Three  members  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  Against 
Intervention  presented  consulate  officials  with 
demands  that  the  government  stop  the  killing,  start  a 
campaign  against  homophobia,  and  start  an  educa¬ 
tion  campaign  about  AIDS. 

The  Columbian  Associacion  Nacional  en  Defen- 
sa  del  Gay  y  La  Lesbiana  issued  a  call  for  world-wide 
protest  after  reports  that  the  paramilitary  groups  had 
decided  to  “exterminate  homosexuality.”  Police  har¬ 
assment  recently  intensified  as  part  of  a  “security 
campaign.” 

—Marc  Stein 


shannon  issues  exec,  order 

BOSTON  —  Discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sex¬ 
ual  orientation,  a  diagnosis  of  AIDS  or  AIDS-related 
conditions,  race,  color,  national  origin,  sex,  age, 
marital  status,  or  handicap  will  not  be  allowed  in  the 
Massachusetts  Attorney  General’s  Office,  according 
to  an  executive  order  issued  on  June  2. 

The  order  is  only  applicable  to  the  371  employees 
in  the  Attorney  General’s  Office.  This  is  the  first  time 
that  an  attorney  general  has  issued  an  '  executive 
order  prohibiting  discrimination  in  the  workplace  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

In  accordance  with  the  Massachusetts  Commis¬ 
sion  Against  Discrimination,  the  order  states  that 
“reasonable  steps”  will  be  taken  to  accommodate 
disabilities,  “including  diagnosis  of  AIDS  or  AIDS 
related  conditions,  of  otherwise  qualified  individuals 
who  are  seeking  employment  with  the  Department  or 
are  already  employed  by  the  Department.” 

Commenting  on  discrimination  against  people 
with  AIDS,  Attorney  General  Shannon  said  he  “firmly 
believe[s]  that  at  a  time  when  President  Reagan 
seems  more  interested  in  testing  people  for  AIDS 
than  in  combatting  the  disease  with  money  for 
research,  education  and  treatment,  it  is  important  to 
make  a  clear  statement  that  there  is  no  room  for 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  a  diagnosis  of  AIDS,  or 
a  perception  that  someone  might  have  AIDS.” 

In  addition  to  signing  the  order,  Shannon  urged 
the  State  Senate  to  vote  in  favor  of  the 
Massachusetts  lesbian  and  gay  rights  bill.  The 
legislation,  which  passd  the  House  last  month,  is  cur¬ 
rently  in  the  Senate  Ways  and  Means  Committee. 

“The  Executive  Order  is  an  important  first  step,” 
said  Shannon.  “But  we  need  to  make  it  clear  that 
across  this  Commonwealth,  something  as  private 
and  personal  as  one’s  sexual  orientation  cannot  be 
used  to  deny  an  individual  equal  treatment  under  the 
law.” 

Despite  urging  by  the  gay  community,  Governor 
Michael  Dukakis  has  not  yet  signed  a  similar  ex¬ 
ecutive  order  covering  all  employees  hired  by  the 
state. 

— Kim  Westheimer 


lesbian  health  study 

BOSTON  —  Lesbian  health  status  and  health 
care  is  the  focus  of  a  study  undertaken  by  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center.  Funded  by  a  $10,000  grant 
from  the  Chicago  Resource  Center,  the  study  will  ad¬ 
dress  the  lack  of  accurate  information  about  lesbian 
health. 

The  study’s  questionnaire,  which  is  still  being 
refined,  will  touch  on  health  history,  stress  in  per¬ 
sonal  and  work  lives,  sexual  practices  and  family 
history.  The  plan  is  to  distribute  5,000  copies  of  the 
questionnaire  nationally  in  the  fall  of  1987. 

Lesbians  interested  in  being  in  the  study,  being  a 
contact  or  aiding  in  the  distribution  of  the  question¬ 
naire  can  write:  Boston  Lesbian  Health  Project,  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland  Street, 
Boston,  Mass.  02115. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  specializes  in 
medical  services  for  gay  men  and  lesbians,  women 
and  elderly  people. 

—Kim  Westheimer 


Vulnerable  rectum  lining  provides 
avenue  for  entry  of  AIDS  virus 
into  the  blood  stream. 


A  controversial 
Koop’s  report. 


‘sexual 


y  explicit”  illustration  from 


mass,  officials  to  spread  info  re:  aids 

BOSTON  —  Three  Massachusetts  elected  of¬ 
ficials  have  announced  their  plan  to  mail  the  Surgeon 
General’s  Report  on  AIDS  to  their  constituents. 

Gay  U.S.  Rep.  Gerry  Studds  was  the  first  to  an¬ 
nounce  his  intention  to  mail  the  report  to  all  of  the 
268,000  households  in  his  district.  “In  Europe,  where 
AIDS  has  yet  to  become  a  public  health  threat  of  the 
magnitude  we  currently  face,  three  countries  have 
already  mailed  to  each  and  every  household  an  infor¬ 
mational  newsletter  about  AIDS,”  Studds  said  in  his 
May  18  press  release.  “Through  no  fault  of  his  own, 
[U.S.  Surgeon  General]  Dr.  Koop’s  Report  remains,  for 
the  most  part,  on  a  shelf  in  Washington.  It  ought  to  be 
in  every  home  in  the  land.”  Koop  has  been  in  conflict 
with  other  members  of  the  Reagan  administration  for 
advocating  widespread  AIDS  education  —  including 
information  about  sexual  transmission  —  in  schools. 

Boston  Mayor  Raymond  Flynn  and  U.S.  Rep. 
Chester  Atkins  have  also  pledged  to  mail  Koop’s 
report  to  their  constituents. 

Koop’s  report  addresses  some  medical  aspects 
of  AIDS  as  well  as  modes  of  transmission  and  preven¬ 
tion.  “Although  the  AIDS  virus  is  found  in  several 
body  fluids,  a  person  acquires  the  virus  during  sexual 
contact  with  an  infected  person’s  blood  or  semen  and 
possibly  vaginal  secretions.  The  virus  then  enters  a 
person’s  blood  stream  through  their  rectum,  vagina  or 
penis,”  writes  Koop. 

Koop  advocates  that  people  who  have  been  in¬ 
volved  in  high  risk  sexual  activities  or  injected  illicit 
intravenous  drugs  should  be  tested  for  HIV  an¬ 
tibodies.  “If  your  test  is  positive  or  if  you  engage  in 
high  risk  activities  and  choose  not  to  have  a  test,  you 
should  tell  your  sexual  partner.  If  you  jointly  decide  to 
have  sex,  you  must  protect  your  partner  by  always  us¬ 
ing  a  rubber  (condom)  during  (start  to  finish)  sexuaiin- 
tercourse  (vagina  or  rectum.) 

“Compulsory  blood  testing  of  individuals  is  not 
necessary,”  states  the  report.  “The  procedures  could 
be  unmanageable  and  cost  prohibitive.  It  can  be  ex¬ 
pected  that  many  who  test  negatively  might  actually 
be  positive  due  to  recent  exposures  to  the  AIDS  virus 
and  give  a  false  sense  of  security  to  the  individual  and 
his/her  sexual  partners  concerning  necessary  protec¬ 
tive  behavior.” 

Koop  also  dismisses  calls  for  quarantine  and 
identification  of  AIDS  “carriers”  by  some  visible 
sign. 

— Kim  Westheimer 
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The  \ Intolerable 9  Charles  Ludlam  Dies 


By  Michael  Bronski 
NEW  YORK—  Charles  Lud¬ 
lam,  widely  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  innovative  practitioners  of 
both  avant-garde  and  gay  theater 
in  the  world  today,  died  here  May 
28  of  AIDS-related  pneumonia. 
He  was  44. 

Ludlam  had  been  suffering 
from  the  syndrome  for  two  or 
three  months  and  until  last  week 
was  planning  to  direct 
Shakespeare’s  Titus  Andronicus at 
Joseph  Papp’s  summer  Free 
Shakespeare  in  the  Park  Festival. 
The  production  of  Titus  was  one 
of  many  recent  signs  that 
Ludlam’s  enormous  talents  and 
vision  were  gaining  recognition  by 
mainstream  theaters. 

Ludlam  was  born  April  12,  1932 
and  raised  in  Northport,  Long 
Island.  An  only  child  until  the  age 
of  seven,  he  credits  his  creativity  to 
“a  big  fantasy  life”  he  developed 
by  going  to  the  movies  with  his 
mother  several  times  a  week.  In  in¬ 
terviews,  he  cited  Garbo,  Charles 
Laughton,  Marie  Dressier,  and 
especially  Ginger  Rogers,  as  per¬ 
formers  who  inspired  him. 

Although  he  was  educated  in 
dramatic  arts  at  Hofstra,  and  had 
taught  at  several  universities 
around  the  country,  Ludlam  felt 
that  such  teaching  was  in  fact 
harmful.  ‘‘I  teach  them  [other  ac¬ 
tors]  to  be  decisive  and  go  all  the 
way  and  not  be  critical  of  them- 

/ -  - 

Dems 

Queer 

By  Kim  Westheimer 

SPRINGFIELD,  MA  — 
Lesbian  and  gay  Democrats 
heralded  the  state  Democratic 
Party’s  issues  convention  as  a 
victory.  In  addition  to  amen¬ 
ding  the  party’s  charter  to  in¬ 
clude  sexual  orientation  in  its 
anti-discrimination  plan, 
delegates  at  the  June  6  conven¬ 
tion  approved  a  number  of 
lesbian-  and  gay-related  plat¬ 
form  additions. 

Of  the  seven  new  sections  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  platform,  the  most 
controversial  may  be  one  which 
contradicts  the  foster  care 
policy  which  Governor  Michael 
Dukakis  has  arduously  sup¬ 
ported.  The  section  reads,  ‘‘We 
believe  that  foster  care 
placements  should  be  made 
strictly  on  the  basis  of  the  needs 
of  the  child  and  the  capacity  of 
the  foster  parents  to  meet  those 
needs ....  We  recognize  the 
potential  of  non-traditional 
homes  to  provide  a  nurturing 
and  stable  environment.” 

The  phrase  “non-traditional 
homes”  is  clearly  a  reference  to 
lesbian  and  gay  foster  parents, 
who  are  currently  nearly  non¬ 
existent  in  Massachusetts  due 
to  the  current  foster  care 
policy,  according  to  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Political  Caucus  co-chair 
Arline  Isaacson.  “It’s  directly 
against  the  governor’s  policy,” 
said  Isaacson. 

Jonathan  Handel,  an  openly 
gay  member  of  the  Cambridge 
Human  Rights  Commission, 
asked  Dukakis  at  the  conven¬ 
tion  “when  he  was  going  to 
change  his  foster  care  policy.” 

According  to  Handel,  Du¬ 
kakis  replied,  “I  don’t  expect 
to  reverse  the  foster  care 
policy.” 

Another  lesbian  and  gay 
•  issue  addressed  without  men¬ 
tion  of  the  “L”  or  “G”  words 
was  sodomy.  The  platform  was 
amended  to  state,  “We  deplore 
efforts  to  restrict  private  con- 
restrict  private  consensual  ac¬ 
tivity.”  A  proposal  to  “deplore 
efforts  to  resstrict  private  con¬ 
sensual  sexual  activity”  had 

v  _ : _ 


selves.  If  you  edit  yourself,  it’s 
very  inhibiting.”  Ludlam’s  own 
20-year  career  —  in  which  he  com¬ 
monly  played  women’s  roles,  in¬ 
cluding  Hedda  Gabbler  in  a  recent 
American  Ibsen  Theater  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  play  —  showed  an  artist 
with  few  inhibitions. 

The  primary  influence  on  Lud¬ 
lam’s  development  was  the  anar- 


come  before  the  committee  that 
drafted  the  platform.  But  ac¬ 
cording  to  Isaacson,  who  was 
on  the  committee,  it  was  con¬ 
sidered  too  controversial. 

Several  AIDS-related  pro¬ 
posals  were  also  adopted,  in¬ 
cluding  a  call  for  increased 
funding  for  research  and 
education,  opposition  to  man¬ 
datory  HIV  testing  and  a  ban¬ 
ning  of  discrimination  against 
people  with  AIDS  who  test 
positive  for  HIV  antibodies. 

As  it  has  for  a  number  of 
years,  the  platform  includes 
support  of  a  statewide  lesbian 
and  gay  rights  bill.  Isaacson 
noted  that  this  was  somewhat 
ironic  given  the  number  of 
Democratic  legislators  who 
have  voted  against  the  bill. 

The  addition  of  the  charter 
amendment  adding  lesbians  and 
gay  men  to  the  party’s  anti- 
discrimination  plan  reverses  the 
position  of  the  1985  conven¬ 
tion.  Dukakis  was  one  of  the 
arch-opponents  to  the  amend¬ 
ment  that  year. 

The  revised  charter  bans  dis¬ 
crimination  on  the  basis  of  a 
handicap  as  well  as  on  the  basis 
of  sexual  orientation.  Ray  Got- 
twald,  an  employee  in  the  At¬ 
torney  General’s  office  and 
chair  of  the  gay  Bay  State 
Democratic  Club,  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  the  adoption  of 
this  amendment.  He  noted  that 
the  simultaneous  addition  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  and  han¬ 
dicapped  people  to  the  anti- 
discrimination  plan  may  have 
made  the  amendment  less  con¬ 
troversial. 

French  Wall,  an  aide  to 
openly  gay  Boston  city  coun¬ 
cilor  David  Scondras,  posited 
that  Dukakis  did  not  oppose 
the  charter  amendment  this 
year  because  he  may  be  pursu¬ 
ing  lesbian  and  gay  support  for 
his  presidential  campaign. 

Wall  expressed  concern  that, 
“The  apologists  for  our  com¬ 
munity  might  be  willing  to  say 
we  should  be  grateful  he  didn’t 
beat  us  up  this  time.” 
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chistic  and  very  gay  Cafe  Cino.  A 
driving  force  behind  not  only  gay 
theater,  but  the  bulk  of  New  York 
avant-garde  and  experimental 
stage  work.  Cafe  Cino  started  in 
1958  and  lasted  just  ten  years.  Run 
by  Joe  Cino,  the  coffee  house  on 
Cornelia  Street  urged  actors, 
writers  and  other  activists  to  give 
their  imaginations  free  rein. 


they  walked  out  during  the  perfor¬ 
mance.  Gorilla  Queen  came  from 
playwright  Tavel  and  director 
John  Vaccaro’s  The  Playhouse  of 
the  Ridiculous.  Begun  in  1966,  the 
theater  company  was  devoted  to 
not  only  the  absurd  (they  were  so 
absurd,  they  held,  they  were 
ridiculous)  but  to  an  aesthetic  bas¬ 
ed  on  camp  and  a  homosexual  sen¬ 
sibility  that  re-interpreted  and 
revisioned  dominant  heterosexual 
culture.  Ludlam  began  writing  and 
acting  for  Vaccaro,  but  in  1967 
started  his  own  company,  The 
Ridiculous  Theatrical  Company. 

The  Ridiculous  Theatrical  Com¬ 
pany’s  first  production  was 
Ludlam’s  When  Queens  Collide. 
After  years  of  performing  in  the 
backs  of  restaurants,  in  lofts, 
abandoned  theaters  and  empty 
auditoriums,  the  troup  finally  set¬ 
tled  in  the  small  matchbox  of  a 
theater  in  Sheridan  Square  where 
it  resides  today. 

Ludlam’s  predelictions  are  ap¬ 
parent  in  the  array  of  titles  from- 
the  Company’s  past  15  years.  He 
consumed  and  re-vamped  popular 
culture  in  such  pieces  as  The 
Myster  of  Irma  Vep,  a  parody  of 
dime  novels  and  mummy  movies. 
Ludlam  and  Everett  Quinton,  his 
long  time  companion,  played  all  20 
roles  with  quick  change  costumes. 
In  Camille,  a  serious  parody  of 
both  Dumas  fils  and  Verdi, 
Ludlam  (the  tubercular  heroine) 
wrenched  heartfelt  tears  from 
every  audience  —  even  though  his 
hairy  chest  was  clearly  evident 
beneath  his  low-cut  belle  epoche 
gown.  Also  noteworthy  is  The  Ar¬ 
tificial  Jungle  starring  the  sublime 
Ethyl  Eichelburger,  an  amalgama¬ 
tion  of  noirs  such  as  The  Postman 
Always  Rings  Twice,  Double  In¬ 
demnity  and  Little  Shop  of  Hor¬ 


rors. 

Ludlam  also  took  on  opera  in 
Galas,  pretentions  of  modern  art 
in  Le  Bourgeois  Avant-Garde, 
psychoanalysis  in  Reverse 
Psychology  and  playwriting  itself 
in  How  to  Write  a  Play. 

Ludlam  had  the  good  luck  to  be 
treated  well  by  the  critical 
establishment.  He  received  four 
Obies  —  the  off-Broadway  Tony 
awards  —  Guggenheim,  Rockefel¬ 
ler,  and  Ford  Foundation  awards, 
the  prestigious  Rosamund  Gilder 
Award  for  distinguished  achieve¬ 
ment  in  Theater  as  well  as  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts  and  New 
York  State  Council  for  the  Arts 
grants.  What  was  amazing  about 
such  accolades  was  not  that  he 
deserved  them  —  there  was  no 
doubt  of  his  talent  or  output  — 
but  that  they  were  given  to  him 
even  though  he  maintained  an  ex¬ 
plicitly  gay  vision  and  radical  criti¬ 
que  of  existing  culture. 

Ludlam  never  considered  his 
work  “gay  theater,”  nor  “avant- 
garde,”  “post-modernist,”  or 
“neo-post-infra-realism.”  But  it 
was  not  because  he  hoped  to  be 
better  liked  by  mainstream  critics. 
He  once  said,  “Most  gay  theater 
either  apologizes  or  pleads  for 
mercy.  What  I  do  is  not  gay  theater 
—  it  is  something  much  worse.  I 
don’t  ask  to  be  tolerated.  I  don’t 
mind  being  intolerable.” 

In  last  year’s  premiere  of  Salam- 
bo,  a  show  based  upon  the 
Flaubert  novel,  some  critics  turned 
on  the  writer/director/actor  for 
his  intolerable  casting,  against 
gender,  of  several  women  in  roles 
of  bare-breasted  men.  The  cleverer 
of  these  critics  even  invoked 
feminism,  claiming  that  Ludlam, 
the  homosexual  artist,  was  ex- 

Continued  on  page  14 


Larry  Kramer  Accuses  Gay 
Community  of  Death  Wish 


By  Wendy  Scott 

BOSTON  —  Speakers  at  the  an¬ 
nual  Gay  and  Lesbian  Town 
Meeting  called  for  “unity,”  and 
renewed  activism  in  both  the  elec¬ 
toral  arena  and  within  gay  organiz¬ 
ations.  Approximately  300  people 
attended  the  June  9  event  at 
Faneuil  Hall. 

Addressing  the  evening’s  topic, 
“The  Politics  of  AIDS:  Genocide 
of  a  Community”  gay  Boston  City 
Councilor  David  Scondras  stated, 
“Gays  and  lesbians  can  make  sure 
that  a  person  who  gets  to  the 
White  House  knows  that  their 
agenda  is  our  agenda ....  We  must 
demand  our  birthright  to  the  pro¬ 
mised  land.” 

“It’s  time  to  shelve  [being]  pol¬ 
itically  correct,”  announced  les¬ 
bian  and  former  state  Rep.  Elaine 
Noble.  “We’re  all  individuals.”  No¬ 
ble  said  it’s  easier  to  turn  against 
each  other  than  against  outside 
forces  and  that  we  should  support 
other  gay  people  even  when  we 
don’t  agree  with  them. 

Dressed  in  a  T-shirt  reading 
“Silence  equals  death,”  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivist  Larry  Kramer’s  remarks_ 
noticeably  changed  the  tone  of  the 
event.  Co-founder  of  New  York’s 
Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis,  Kramer 
cried  out,  “The  gay  community 
has  a  death  wish  because  we  refuse 
to  take  responsibility  for  our  own 


lives ....  Half  of  you  sitting  in  this 
hall  could  die  in  five  years ....  I’m 
tired  of  passivity.”  Kramer  said  the 
apathy  and  ignorance  of  the  gay 
community  hinder  AIDS  groups 
who  are  trying  to  untangle  the  red 
tape  currently  strangling  AIDS 
research. 


“How  many  of  you  volunteer  at 
least  one  hour  each  week  to  a  gay 
organization?  ”  screamed  the 
award-winning  playwright.  He 
also  criticized  rich  gay  people,  say- 


ing,  “There  are  wealthy 
gays. .  .why  don’t  they  ever  leave 
anything  in  their  will  to  a  gay 
organization?” 

Kramer  said  the  National  In¬ 
stitutes  of  Health  (NIH)  could  easi¬ 
ly  stand  for  “Not  Interested  in 
Homosexuals.”  He  also  compared 


Reagan  to  Hitler  and  New  York  to 
Auschwitz. 

Saying,  “I’m  tired,  I.’m  tired  of 
trying  to  make  everyone  hear  me,” 
Kramer  characterized  His  speech  as 
the  first  of  his  farewell  ap¬ 
pearances. 

Also  speaking  at  the  event  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Boston  Lesbian/Gay 
Pride  Committee,  the  Boston  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Political  Alliance  and 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers’ 
Bureau  was  1986  gay  state  Senate 
candidate  Kevin  McFadden.  The 
Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus, 
celebrating  its  fifth  anniversary, 
contributed  a  few  selections. 

A  candlelight  procession  to  the 
State  House  followed  the  rally. 
Local  ministers  addressed  the 
crowd. 


Larry  Kramer 


Adopt 

Planks 


Many  times,  the  more  bizarre  the 
idea,  the  better.  Such  writers  as 
Robert  Patrick,  William  Hoff¬ 
man,  Lanford  Wilson,  Doric  Wil¬ 
son,  Terrence  McNally,  and  Tom 
Eyan  all  got  their  start  at  the  Cino. 

Ludlam’s  was  in  the  Ronald 
Tavel  play,  Gorilla  Queen.  It  had 
the  distinction  of  so  enraging  two 
prominent  New  York  critics  that 


Candlelight  vigil,  Boston,  June  9. 
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Editorial 


Fantasies  for  our  Fifteenth 


GCN' s  first  issue  hit  the  streets  at  Boston’s  1973  lesbian/gay 
Pride  march.  Now  coming  out  for  our  fifteenth  Pride  celebra¬ 
tion,  we’re  still  the  only  national  weekly  run  collectively  by  lesbians 
and  gay  men;  and  we’re  still  the  only  progressive  paper  tackling  the 
enormous  challenges  our  community  faces. 

We  confront  a  federal  government  that  would  rather  forcibly 
test  the  public  and  punish  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  than  work  for 
prevention  and  a  cure  —  a  government  that  ignored  AIDS  when  it 
was  “just  a  gay  disease”  and  still  closes  its  eyes  to  the  dispropor¬ 
tionate  impact  of  AIDS  on  people  of  color.  We  face  legislatures  that 
only  support  gay  rights  bills  and  AIDS  funding  at  the  expense  of  our 
right  to  parent;  a  Supreme  Court  which  declares  our  sexuality  il¬ 
legal;  and  police  and  firefighters  who  not  only  ignore  violence 
against  us,  but  in  some  cases  initiate  it.  We  live  in  a  social  and 
political  climate  that  endangers  the  emerging  pride  of  young  gay 
men  and  lesbians  and  threatens  to  install  new  latches  on  all  our  old 
closet  doors. 

But  we  have  blown  the  doors  off  our  closets  before,  with  a  pride 
and  determination  our  enemies  can’t  hope  to  match.  And  for  almost 
fifteen  years  GCN  has  been  one  of  the  forces  behind  this  struggle. 
We  have  documented  our  lesbian/gay  pride  marches,  now  doubling 
and  tripling  in  size.  We  have  encouraged  AIDS  activism  and  exposed 
the  way  homophobes  use  the  crisis  to  further  their  bigotry.  Through 
our  articles  you’ve  learned  how  queers  have  come  out  in  un¬ 
precedented  numbers  to  care  for  PWAs  and  to  raise  money  to  fight 
the  epidemic. 

GCNTs  pages  have  reflected  the  growing  richness  of  our  com¬ 
munity’s  cultural  work,  in  reviews  of  new  plays,  movies,  music, 
literature,  dance  and  media.  We  have  helped  form  coalitions  with 
feminists,  people  of  color,  unions,  youths  and  the  elderly  to  fight 
conservative  backlash.  We  have  documented  our  community’s 
choice  not  simply  to  fight  back  'but  to  take  the  offensive  —  to  de¬ 
mand  our  visibility  and  to  nurture  pride  in  all  aspects  of  our  lives. 
We  were  there  as  queers  descended  upon  Washington  in  1979  and  we 
will  continue  to  cover  the  organizing  for  the  October  march. 

We’ve  been  there  for  fifteen  years  and  we  intend  to  provoke, 
entertain,  document,  and  celebrate  for  decades  to  come.  But  it 
won’t  be  easy.  While  we’ve  looked  pretty  and  fought  hard,  the  same 
political  climate  which  deprives  our  community  of  funding  for 
AIDS  and  other  important  work,  continually  threatens  GCN's  sur¬ 
vival. 

Imagine  how  much  more  GCN  could  do  if  we  weren’t  battling 
creditors  at  every  turn.  Our  coordinating  editor  spends  hours  each 
week  juggling  the  debt  —  now  at  its  all-time  high  of  $23,000,  urging 
bill  collectors  not  to  take  us  to  court,  convincing  the  post  office  to 
mail  out  the  paper  and  the  printer  to  continue  printing  it. 

The  constant  financial  strain  compromises  the  quality  of  GCN: 
we  cannot  pay  writers  and  photographers;  we  are  forced  to  delay  or 
omit  news  and  features  articles  because  of  space  limitations;  and  our 
pool  of  job  applicants  is  restricted  to  those  few  who  can  survive  on 
less  than  $  10,000/year. 

To  erase  our  debt  and  kick  off  a  fantastic  15th  year,  we  need 
your  donations.  We  need  you  to  help  us  thrive,  not  just  survive. 


So  what  are  our  visions  of  thriving?  For  our  fifteenth  year  we 
hope  to: 

1)  Redesign  the  paper,  creating  a  new  look  which  would  incor¬ 
porate  more  diverse  writing  styles  and  more  eye-catching  graphics. 

2)  Publish  a  GCN  anthology,  commemorating  and  analyzing 
the  past  15  years  of  activism  in  Boston  and  around  the  globe. 

3)  Launch  a  GCN  expansion  campaign,  to  reach  lesbians  and 
gay  men  in  areas  of  the  country  without  access  to  gay  media  —  or 
with  access  to  media  which  excludes  a  progressive  vision,  to  get  their 
news  to  the  rest  of  us. 

4)  Publish  in-depth  articles  and  supplements,  including  the  up¬ 
coming  lesbian  prisoner  supplement  and  special  editions  on  class 
politics  in  the  lesbian/gay  movement,  lesbian  and  gay  poetry,  aging 
and  on  disability. 

5)  Commemorate  our  birth,  celebrating  anniversaries  with 
other  progressive  organizations. 

Those  of  you  who  are  subscribers  recently  received  a  letter  from 
GCA’s  board  of  directors,  urging  you  to  help.  The  map  below  in¬ 
dicates  areas  of  the  country  from  which  people  have  already  sent  in 
money.  Help  us  fill  in  the  empty  spaces.  If  every  reader  gave  even  ten 
dollars,  we  could  erase  the  debt  and  launch  the  projects  listed. 

And  because  a  committed  reader  has  agreed  to  match  your 
donations,  every  ten  dollars  you  send  brings  us  $20;  every  $50  earns 
us  $100.  We  strongly  urge  you  to  help  us  take  advantage  of  this 
generous  offer. 

Please  fill  out  the  card  you  received,  or  the  form  below,  to 
donate  and/or  come  share  your  skills  and  your  time. 

We  will  thrive  —  with  your  help.  Happy  Birthday,  GCNlll 
GCN  editorials  reflect  the  consensus  of  the  paid,  full-time  staff. 


Locations  from  which  readers  have  sent 
fifteenth  anniversary  donations 
(each  star  represents  1-20  donors) 


Yes,  I  want  to  help  make  1987  GCTV’s  best  year  ever!  Enclosed  is 
my  tax  deductible  contribution  of  (Remember,  because  a  com¬ 
mitted  reader  has  agreed  to  match  your  gift,  every  $10  you 
donate  brings  us  $20;  every  $500  brings  us  $1,000): 

I’m  interested  in  volunteering  some  time  for  GCN  in  the 
following  way.  Please  give  me  a  call  about  it. 

Writing 

a  $1,000  a  $500  □  $250  □  $100  □  $50  a  $2  5 

(Hother 

Name 

_ Friday  night  stuffing 

Thursday  night  production 

Address 

One  of  GC/V’s  15th  year  projects  (Name  of 

City /State/Zip 

Project 

_ My  check  is  enclosed.  (Make  checks  payable  to  GCN.) 

Other 

I  want  to  donate  on  a  regular  basis.  Please  send  me  infor- 

Phone 

mation  about  GCN’s  Sustainer  Program 

Please  return  your 

contribution/pledge  and  this  reply  card  to: 

Gay  Community  News, 

62  Berkeley  St., 

Boston,  MA  02116 

Community  Voices 

lesbian  mother 

in  prison  for  “molestation” 


Dear  GCN: 

I  am  asking  for  your  help.  My  sexual 
preference  has  been  used  against  me  in  a  court  of 
law.  I  am  a  lesbian  mother  of  three.  My  ex- 
husband  and  his  wife  accused  me  of  sexually 
molesting  my  two  daughters  and  now  I  find 
myself  sentenced  to  2Zi  years  in  prison  during 
which  I  cannot  see,  speak  to  or  write  my  children. 

My  husband  and  I  divorced  following  six  years 
of  marriage  after  I  discovered  my  true  sexual 
orientation.  Both  he  and  our  lawyers  knew  of  my 
sexual  preference  and  we  agreed  to  shared  parent¬ 
ing.  He  had  principal  custody  and  1  paid  him  child 
support. 

About  three  years  later  1  received  a  call  at  work 
requesting  that  I  attend  a  Dependency  Hearing  at 
Orlando.  I  asked  if  I  needed  my  attorney  present 
and  was  assured  that  he  was  not  needed  and  that  it 
would  only  take  10  minutes.  The  following  day 
we  went  to  Juvenile  Court  where  I  was  handed  a 
paper  with  three  accusations  of  child  abuse 
directed  at  me.  I  was  shocked!  I  went  before  the 
judge  and  pled  not  guilty. 


I  was  told  in  the  presence  of  my  lover  Carol  and 
my  father  that  if  convicted  by  a  jury  I  could 
receive  50  years  in  prison,  so  they  offered  me  a 
plea  bargain  of  2Zi  years  instead,  with  no  trial  by 
jury.  I  wanted  to  protect  my  daughters  from  any 
further  trauma  of  a  trial.  Hadn’t  they  been 
through  enough  already?'  I  knew  that  even  the 
most  impartial  jury  would  give  pause  when  they 
learned  that  the  woman  accused  of  molesting  two 
little  girls  was  a  lesbian.  I  also  knew  that  my 
daughters  were  being  pressured  and  coerced  by 
their  father  and  step-mother.  The  jury  would  hear 
the  testimony  of  two  frightened  and  confused  lit¬ 
tle  girls  and  weigh  it  against  mine  and  my  lesbian 
lover’s. 

I  felt  I  had  no  choice  but  to  plead  no  contest  to 
this  horrible  charge.  I  am  innocent,  yet  in  prison, 
a  convicted  child  molester.  For  myself,  my 
children,  and  all  those  who  stand  to  lose  as  1 
have,  1  realize  1  must  stand  up  and  FIGHT  for 
justice. 

I  am  especially  interested  in  communicating 


Boston  organizing  for  the 
March  on  Washington 

There  are  currently  a  number  of  ways 
you  can  get  involved  in  local  organizing: 

•  The  Boston  Steering  Committee  will 
meet  on  June  10  and  a  Community  Plan¬ 
ning  meeting  will  be  held  on  June 
17.  Both  meetings  will  be  held  in  the 
Piemonte  Room  of  City  Hall  at  7:30 
p.m.  All  are  welcome. 

•  A  full  time  paid  organizer  is  needed  to 
begin  on  July  1.  Resumes  must  be  sent 
by  June  15  to  the  Boston  March  on 
Washington  Committee,  Suite  790,  104 
Charles  Street,  Boston,  Massachusetts 
02114. 


with  others  in  a  similar  situation. 
In  Struggle, 

Jeri  Broxterman 
151971  Keller  R-6 
PO  Box  147 
Lowell,  FL  32663 
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“if  i  only  had  some  pride” 

Dear  GCN : 

Submitted  is  the  following,  with  love  and  respect,  in  honor  of  Gay  Pride  Day: 

IF  I  ONLY  HAD  SOME  PRIDE 
(to  the  tune  of,  “If  I  Only  Had  A  Brain”) 

— If  I  only  had  some  pride. 

I  could  come  out  to  my  boss, ’Not  throw  him  for  a  loss, 

Or  feel  I  have  to  hide. 

A  funny  story  I’d  relate 
About  my  last  disastrous  date 
—  If  I  only  had  some  pride 

We  could  go  out  to  a  show. 

Run  into  folks  I  know, 

I  would  not  cringe  inside. 

I  would  say,  “Hey,  come  here  Joe, 

Here’s  someone  you  ought  to  know.” 

—  If  I  only  had  some  pride. 

And  every  day  would  be  that  way, 

We  wouldn’t  bear  the  scars  or  hide  the  fears, 

The  loneliness,  the  mocking  and  the  jeers, 

The  lost  careers,  the  bitter  tears. 

Though  our  foes  around  are  many, 

And  friends  we’ve  scarcely  any, 

Surely  love  will  abide. 

Yes,  that  golden  day  will  be. 

But  there’s  still  uncertainty. 

It  depends  on  you  and  me, 

For  we  must  set  ourselves  free  — 

And  then  we  all  can  have  our  pride! 

Jan  Fielding 
Revere,  MA 


blood  in  the  closet 


Community 

gen  cover:  political 
porn 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  disturbed  by  the  cover  layout  for  GCN' s 
May  17th  issue,  which  juxtaposed  a  photo  of 
radical  feminist  philosopher  Mary  Daly  with  a 
graphic  quote  promoting  public  gay  male 
scatological  sex.  The  layout  visually  implies  Daly 
is  saying  these  words,  especially  to  anyone  quick¬ 
ly  looking  at  the  cover  at  a  newstand.  The  quote 
appears  just  over  Daly’s  head  and  the  words  are 
not  attributed  to  anyone  else. 

What  was  going  on  in  the  GCN  layout  room? 
Was  this  someone’s  sick  attempt  at  a  joke?  If  this 
absurd  layout  was  not  intentionally  hostile,  it  ex¬ 
poses  as  astounding  unconscious  insensitivity, 
which  undoes  GCN’s  credibility.  This  negligence 
and  abuse  of  someone’s  public  image  is  a  kind  of 
political  pornography.  And  how  can  GCN  undo 
that? 

Sincerely, 

Emily  Culpepper 
Cambridge,  MA 


young,  gay  and 
powerful 

Dear  GCN : 

I  just  wanted  to  take  this  opportunity  to  inform 
the  Boston-area  gay  community  of  some  exciting 
news  happening  at  Brookline  High  School. 
Several  of  my  friends  and  I  (who  are  young  gay 
students  at  the  high  school)  put  together  a  Gay 
Rights  Amendment  for  our  school  handbook. 
Anonymously,  we  legislated  through  the  student 
newspaper,  the  Sagamore,  and  our  represent¬ 
atives  at  the  school  government  passed  the 
amendment  unanimously  last  February.  The 
amendment  was  just  approved  by  the  school  com¬ 
mittee  of  Brookline  and  now  it  is  illegal  for  anyone 
(student,  teacher,  administrator)  to  be  discrim¬ 
inated  against  on  the  basis  of  sexual  preference.  A 
small  amendment  with  major  implications!  The 
vote  was  6-2  in  favor  of  the  amendment  in  the 
school  committee,  and  I  have  faith  they  will  stand 
by  it.  It  is  funny  that  the  state  is  following  our 
lead:  the  same  thing  is  going  on  now  in  the  State 
House  on  a  much  larger  scale.  I  just  wanted  to  let 
people  know  that  things  are  cooking  over  in 
Brookline. 

Thanks, 

several  powerful,  young. 

Gay  and  Proud  students 
of  Brookline  High! 

Brookline,  MA 


black  &  white  men 
together/separated 

Dear  GCN: 

In  appeal  to  the  Black /White  Men  Together 
coalition  in  penal  systems,  I  Speak  Out. 

There  is  not  a  penal  system  nationwide  where 
you  will  not  find  homosexuality,  and  in  that  com¬ 
munity  where  the  so-called  perverse  acts  of 
homosexuality  is  performed  you  will  also  find  in¬ 
terracial  relationships. 

Interracial  relationships  that  are  quite  sensitive 
and  containing  many  sentiments. 

A  lot  of  people  feel  that  you  have  to  be  white  to 
love  a  white,  or  black  to  love  a  black,  failing  to 
realize  that  color  is  only  skin  deep,  for  we  all 
bleed  red. 

In  the  ’60s  during  the  revolution  of  racial 
discrimination  a  motto  erupted  saying,  quote, 
“The  Ballot  or  the  Bullet”  meaning  Equal  Justice 
or  Death,  and  this  is  a  situation  that  we  are  faced 
with,  but  this  is  not  done  through  violence  but 
through  the  social  philosophy  of  Gay  Solidarity, 
which  means  we  have  to  come  together  and  first 
clean  our  own  community  of  racism  which 
destroys  the  moral  fiber  of  our  community.  We 
must  first  be  comfortable  with  our  own  social  cir¬ 
cle  so  that  we  don’t  have  to  try  and  fit  into  one 
where  we  are  not  wanted. 

Being  gay  in  penal  institutions  means  an  ex¬ 
cruciating  degree  of  incriminating  and 
discriminating  non-justice,  not  allowing  us  the 
opportunity  of  being  ourselves. 

If  you  have  an  interracial  relationship  the  male 
dominant  party  is  consistently  subjected  to  fre¬ 
quent  periodic  lock  down  [isolation]  for  an  in¬ 
definite  amount  of  time,  for  god  knows  what 
reason,  which  also  subjects  the  non-dominant  or 
the  more  fern  that  happens  to  be  your  lover  to  the 
inevitable  task  of  seeking  refuge  of  the  ad¬ 
ministration  or  being  imposed  upon  by  the  other 
prisoners. 

This  is  an  administrative  ploy  for  discouraging 
interracial  gay  relationships  and  the  only  counter 
action  is  through  gay  solidarity  within  and  out¬ 
side  the  penal  system. 

Another  issue  I  would  like  to  raise  is  that  I  am 
somewhat  bitter  with  the  Black/White  Men 
Together  coalition  for  prisoners  in  that  not  once 
have  I  seen  or  heard  from  such  organization  even 
though  they  have  been  asked  for  help.  If  you  lack 
contacts  on  the  inside  to  help  out,  then  look  no 
further. 

Respectfully  and  cordially  submitted, 

Ricky  Maddix 
Box  7  —  39404 
Moberly,  MO  65270 


Voices - 

curb 

barbaric  attacks 

GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  sent  to 
a  number  of  Mass,  senators. 

Dear  Senator: 

I  am  writing  to  you  as  a  concerned  apparent  of 
a  gay  person  to  ask  you  to  vote  for  the 
Massachusetts  Gay  Rights  Bill. 

My  son  told  me  that  he  is  gay  over  three  years 
ago.  At  the  time,  my  greatest  concern  was  for  his 
safety.  You  see,  in  our  society,  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  are  often  discriminated  against  in  housing, 
employment,  and  public  accommodation.  When 
my  son  told  me  that  he  was  gay,  horrors  raced 
through  my  mind  of  my  son  losing  his  job  or  be¬ 
ing  evicted  from  his  apartment  just  because  he  is 
gay.  But  most  of  all,  I  worried  that  my  son’s  life 
could  be  endangered.  Last  year,  over  one  hun¬ 
dred  people  in  the  City  of  Boston  were  physically 
attacked  because  of  their  perceived  sexual  orien¬ 
tation.  Can  you  imagine  how  you  would  feel  if 
your  child  —  whether  gay  or  straight  —  were 
beaten  up  because  someone  thought  he  or  she  was 
gay? 

You  have  the  power  to  curb  the  barbaric  at¬ 
tacks  against  innocent  people  and  to  protect  them 
from  discrimination.  By  voting  for  the  Gay 
Rights  Bill,  you  are  sending  a  clear  signal  to  peo¬ 
ple  all  over  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
that  hatred  and  bigotry  must  end.  I  am  confident 
that  your  sense  of  compassion  will  lead  you  to 
vote  for  this  legislation. 

Yours  truly, 

Julia  Watson 
Oldsmar,  FL 


lesbians  giving 

Dear  GCN: 

On  April  12th  one  of  the  most  blatant  examples 
of  homophobia  to  be  seen  in  a  great  while  occur¬ 
red.  It  had  to  do  with  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation  (GLAAD),  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Greater  Metropolitan  Blood 
Program,  sponsoring  a  Lesbian  Blood  Drive. 
Despite  its  apparent  success,  it  was  nothing  but  a 
sham  and  an  intolerable  deception  of  the  goodwill 
of  the  women  participating. 

The  project  was  originally  conceived  by  the 
Equal  Rights  Action  Committee  (ERAC)  of 
GLAAD  in  order  to  fight  Lesbian  invisibility, 
build  community,  educate  the  public  at  large  and 
to  do  outreach.  I  quote  from  the  committee’s 
advertisement:  “Lesbians  have  suffered  from 
false  and  slanderous  myths  disseminated  by  the 
general  public  as  a  result  of  the  AIDS  hysteria.  To 
communicate  a  truthful  and  accurate  image  of 
Lesbians  and  Gay  men,  GLAAD  is  sponsoring 
this  Lesbian  Blood  Drive.”  (emphasis  my  own) 

In  fact,  the  exact  opposite,  a  most  detestable 
betrayal,  took  place.  When  the  Greater  New  York 
Blood  Program  discovered  their  name  was  to  be 
in  the  press  release  to  all  major  newspapers  and 
WBAI  and  WABC  as  public  service  announce¬ 
ments,  with  the  mention  of  lesbians  included,  the 
Blood  Program  demanded  that  this  advertising  be 
strictly  limited  to  only  gay  and  lesbian  media.  The 
Greater  New  York  Blood  Program  claimed  the 
publicity,  if  promulgated  other  than  in  the  Gay 
media,  would  lead  to  public  hysteria  at  the  thought 
of  lesbian  blood  in  the  blood  supply,  even 
though  the  Blood  Program  was  aware  of  the  fact 
that  lesbians  are  documented  as  being  the  safest 
and  least  contaminated  source  of  blood  in  the 


general  population. 

The  betrayal  did  not  end  there.  Upon  the  advice 
of  Jane  Hoffman,  GLAAD’s  legal  advisor  and 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  despite 
the  feelings  of  many  ERAC  members,  the  wishes 
of  the  Greater  New  York  Blood  Program  were 
obeyed.  As  revoltingly  homophobic  as  the  Blood 
Program’s  actions  are,  nothing  can  match  the 
repulsive  and  repugnant  actions  of  a  supposedly 
gay-positive  leader  in  a  supposedly  gay-positive 
anti-defamation  group. 

In  effect  the  Blood  Drive  became  the  ideal  of 
any  homophobe’s  dreams.  Lesbians  were 
shamelessly  duped,  and  the  public  at  large  was  no 
more  educated  about  lesbian  issues  than  before. 
The  Greater  New  York  Blood  Program  exercised 
no  responsibility  toward  the  lesbian  community 
from  whom  they  were  able  to  suck  out  safe  blood 
worth  thousands  of  dollars  —  blood  desperately 
needed,  but  not  so  desperately  that  explicit  men¬ 
tion  be  made  of  who  gave  it. 

More  important  considerations  in  this  case  ob¬ 
viously  are  the  actions  of  GLAAD.  As  an  anti¬ 
defamation  group,  how  dare  they  condone  and 
contribute  to  homophobic  attacks  by  the  Blood 
Program.  I  call  for  the  entire  GLAAD  member¬ 
ship  and  mailing  list  recipients  to  call  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  GLAAD  to  account  for  their  actions.  The 
backroom  bartering  conducted  by  the  Blood  Pro¬ 
gram’s  administrators  and  GLAAD  Board  repre¬ 
sentatives  demonstrates  tellingly  the  internalized 
self-hatred  of  the  leaders  of  GLAAD  and  their 
contempt  for  the  gay  community  at  large. 
GLAAD  is  a  group  with  unelected  represen¬ 
tatives,  appointed  seats  on  the  board  of  directors. 


a  group  with  no  realistic  opportunity  for  the  rank 
and  file  ever  to  have  a  voice  in  the  decision¬ 
making  process;  and  it  is  a  group  which  has  the 
obscene  gall  to  assert  a  commitment  to  gender 
parity  and  a  responsibility  to  people  of  color. 

What  has  happened  to  the  group  that  less  than 
a  year  ago  was  led  by  Darrell  Yates  Rist  and 
Gregory  Kolavakas  and  which  showed  such  a  pro¬ 
mise  to  make  a  gay  difference?  The  power  and 
momentum  stimulated  by  creative  writers  and  ar¬ 
tists  has  been  co-opted  by  conservative  gay 
lawyers  and  businessmen,  and  they  are  after  big¬ 
ger  marbles  than  the  betrayal  of  one  simple,  well- 
intentioned  political  event,  this  blood  drive. 

My  greatest  fear  is  GLAAD’s  new  agenda. 
They  show  possibilities  of  becoming  one  of  the 
largest,  most  influential  and  wealthy  groups  in 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community,  yet  they  have 
managed  to  alienate  all  their  progressive  activists 
and  constituency.  The  Board  of  Directors  and  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Board  know  that  this  action  with  the 
Greater  New  York  Blood  Program  caused  the 
resignation  of  over  half  the  members  of  ERAC, 
the  largest  regularly  meeting  committee  and  the 
only  one  with  gender  parity.  I  am  one  of  the 
members  who  resigned. 

The  Board  was  glad  to  see  us  go,  for  the 
dissenting  voice  of  honest  and  sincere  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  activism  in  the  face  of  the  gay  defamation 
they  have  cast  their  lot  with  is  a  voice  they  cannot 
control  and  therefore  do  not  wish  to  hear. 
Sincerely, 

Omar  Andrade 
New  York,  NY 


AFTER  PRIDE  COME  TAKE  OVER  CITY  HALL! 

w  y^i  n*[sfc 

fN?TY 

featuring 

4lDEAN  and  the  WEENIES, 

^radical  beat  from  NYC 

RIGHT  TIME,  Boston- 
based  “World  Beat” 
dance  band 

JOHN  DEMETER,  Boston  s 
“movement”  d.j. 


at  City  Hall,  Government  Center 

$5  in  advance,  $7  at  door,  $3  at  door  if  you  present 
your  ticket  stub  from  the  June  12th  Dance  Brigade  concert. 

This  event  will  be  ASL  interpreted  and  wheelchair  accessible. 


9pm  -  1am 
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Dean  Johnson:  Selling  Hardcore  to  Hollywood 


By  Gerardo  Maria  Cabrera 

Pop  music  and  culture  intersect 
with  politics  today  in  a  variety  of 
ways.  Trends  change  too  quickly 
for  some  —  it’s  hard  to  keep  up  — 
and  everybody’s  bored  easily.  For 
a  lot  of  people,  the  ’80s  will  be 
remembered  as  a  time  of  cynicism. 

But  out  of  this  cynicism  has 
come  some  interesting  work.  In 
pop  music  for  example,  we  have 
seen  the  emergence  of  more  and 
more  explicitly  gay  and  lesbian 
material  and  performers.  We’ve 
watched  Frankie  Goes  to  Holly¬ 
wood,  Bronski  Beat,  The  Smiths 
and  Phranc  (who  was  recently 
covered  in  Vogue  Hommes)  all 
make  it  into  the  mainstream 
market.  Needless  to  say,  their  suc¬ 
cess  and  survival  rate  have  varied. 
Now  queer  artists  have  historically 
held  an  important  place  in  the 
avant-garde,  creating  provocative 
art.  But  today,  with  AIDS  as  pro¬ 
bably  the  primary  shaper  of 
this  generation’s  consciousness, 
gay  artists’  work  has  taken  on  a 
new  urgency. 

During  the  ’80s  of  Reagan’s 
America,  a  new  underground  has 
flourished  in  the  Lower  East  Side 
of  New  York  City,  a  center  for  the 
ill-at-home  in  their  own  country, 
for  those  who  want  out  of  col¬ 
luding  with  a  society  headed 
toward  simplistic,  self-destructive 
and  reactionary  solutions.  Class- 
wise,  this  group  of  people  is  made 
up  of  the  children  of  mainly 
middle-class  parents. 

Downtown  New  York  City  has 
generated  a  renaissance  of  resist¬ 
ance  to  the  lack  of  imagination  in 
mainstream  culture.  Dean 
Johnson  is  one  of  those  artist- 
resisters.  I  spoke  with  Dean  over 
the  telephone  about  these  issues, 
and  about  his  band,  the  Weenies, 


and  their  upcoming  engagement  at 
the  GCN  Pride  Day  Dance  Party. 

Growing  Up  in  the  ’Burbs 

Gerardo:  For  our  local  readers, 
Dean,  you  grew  up  in  Acton. . . . 

Dean:  Massachusetts,  yeah.  Ac¬ 
ton  was  pretty  much  of  a  horror 
story,  as  far  as  I  was  concerned. 
Culture  there  is  very  provincial, 
um,  people  are  very  narrow  mind¬ 
ed. 

G:  So  you  were,  like,  out,  in 
high  school. 

D:  No,  not  at  all. 

G:  Oh,  all  right,  so  you  kind  of 
grew  up  in  the  closet. 

D:  I  really  didn’t  know  enough 
about  homosexuality  to  call  myself 


a  closet  homosexual.  I  didn’t  have 
a  gay  identity;  I  was  very  confused 
about  all  of  it.  There’s  no  access  to 
information,  I  mean  real  informa¬ 
tion,  about  homosexuality  when 
you’re  growing  up  in  a  sexually 
repressive  culture  like  that.  Um, 


you,  all  you  hear  about  homosex¬ 
uality  is  negative  things,  so  ob¬ 
viously  you  don’t  associate  that 
with  you,  you  know,  so  the  whole 
time  I  was  growing  up,  I  was  trying 
to  figure  out  what  exactly  was 
wrong  with  me.  You  know,  it 
wasn’t  until  I  got  to  New  York  City 
that  I  realized  that  there  was  ab¬ 
solutely  nothing  wrong  with  me;  I 
was  a  homosexual. 

A  Musical  and 
Social  Context:  the  ’80s 

G:  Dean,  could  you  describe 
your  music? 

D:  Well,  we  are  a  rock  and  roll 
band,  um. 

G:  You  do  rap,  too. 

D:  Well,  people  call  it  rap 


because  I’m  not  really  singing,  so  I 
guess  in  some  ways  it’s  rap.  But  I 
would  associate  the  vocals  more 
with  a  hardcore  style,  actually. 

G:  Oh,  really? 

D:  Yeah,  because  I’m  yelling. 
That’s  really  what  they  do  in  hard¬ 


core  music.  But  in  hardcore  music 
they  tend  to  drown  out  the  vocals; 
they  don’t  care.  And  my  band,  I 
don’t  let  them  do  that,  because  I 
want  people  to  hear  what  I’m  say¬ 
ing.  Plus  my  music  isn’t  in  that 
style:  my  music  ranges  from 
Motown  or  Philadelphia  sound  to 
something  very,  more  contemp¬ 
orary.  I  mostly  associate  our 
sound  with  the  late  ’60s,  early  ’70s 
rock  and  roll.  I  mean  stuff  like 
Rolling  Stones  and  The  Who 
or. .  .but  pop,  it’s  pop  rock.  It’s 
hard  to  describe. 

G:  Well,  I’m  trying  to  fit  you  in¬ 
to  a  broader  picture.  Like,  I  was 
talking  to  someone  today  —  how 
old  are  you? 

D:  I  just  turned  26. 

G:  I’m  23,  so  we’re  kind  of  the 
same  generation.  I  think  we’re  in  a 
generation  that’s  stuck  in  between 
two  time  periods,  or  a  generation 
of  gay  youth  that  is  straddling  the 
period  between  the  ’70s  where  it 
was  like,  fuck  fuck  fuck  —  bath¬ 
houses  and  whatnot  (the  last  one 
just  closed  in  San  Francisco)  — 
and  a  very  uncertain  future.  Right 
now  we’re  in  a  conservative  time, 
to  say  the  least.  We’re  at  a  time 
where  a  lot  of  new  ideas  are  com¬ 
ing  out  and  things  like  the 
downtown  scene  in  New  York  City 
are  signs  of  change,  like 
disillusionment  politically,  and 
with  AIDS,  it  just  seems  like  there 
is  a  lot  going  on,  that  we’re  in  this 
period  of  transition  in  American 
culture,  or  whatever. 

D:  Well,  it  takes  time  for  things 
to  define  themselves.  I  think  the 
next  couple  of  years  will  be  crucial. 
This  is  shaping  up  to  be  a  very  in¬ 
teresting  summer  in  New  York  Ci¬ 
ty.  A  lot  of  really  good  music  is 
coming  out  of  this  part  of  town 


looking  for  a  chance  to  get  real  ex¬ 
posure,  and  it’s  probably  going  to 
happen.  I’m  really  optimistic 
about  the  future.  About  the  future 
of  the  art  scene  in  my  neighbor¬ 
hood,  and  especially  as  far  as 
music  is  concerned.  There  are  a  lot 
of  really  talented  people  out  there 
and  they  have  the  determination  to 
get  their  shit  out  there.  I’m  op¬ 
timistic;  I’m  surprised  that  my 
band  has  been  able  to  get  where  it 
has  so  quickly.  We’ve  only  been 
together  two  years,  and  I’m  en¬ 
couraged  by  what  I  see  happening 
around  me,  too.  I  mean  right  now 
the  big  problem  in  New  York  is 
that  there  is  nowhere  for  bands  to 
play;  all  the  music  clubs  have  clos¬ 
ed.  But  they  are  about  to  reopen 
soon  and  when  it  happens,  it’ll  be 
great,  yeah. 

The  Place  to  Be  in  NYC 

G:  So  is  Downtown  dead? 

D:  No.  Downtown  just  didn’t 
buy  into  that  large  club  syndrome 
that  the  entrepreneurs  were  trying 
to  sell.  Downtown  has  basically 
retreated  back  into  its  natural 
geographic  boundaries,  which  are 
St.  Mark’s  Place  and  Houston 
Street.  And  that’s  really  where 
things  are  happening.  The  hip 
crowd  now  is  at  the  Boy  Bar,  The 
Pyramid,  Save  the  Robots,  Lismar 
Lounge ...  or  Darinka;  any  place 
down  here,  you  know,  where  you 
can  hear  live  music  or  you  can  hear 
good  music  on  the  dance  floor  or 
drinks  are  cheaper,  people  are  cool 
and  you  don’t  have  to  deal  with 
yuppies  because  they  don’t  come 
down  here. 

G:  So,  are  they  political,  these 
people  who  you  describe  as  having 
retreated  back  into  the 
Continued  on  page  15 


Dean  Johnson  (left)  and  the  Weenies 
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—Boston  Herald' 


Attorney 
Alec  Gray 

Announces  his  new  law  office 
offering  the  following  service  areas: 

Bmmmmmfmm 
Civil  Rights 
Tax 

Estate  Manning 
and  Wills 
MM  law 
Perstial 
Relationship 
Cetifimts 
iesl  Estate 
Criminal 
Personal  injury 

Alec  Gray,  Attorney  at  Law 
Former  Assistant  Attorney  General 

205  Portland  Street 
Boston.  MA  02114 
(617)  367-2840 
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SATURDAY,  JUNE  20 

\KING  WAVES 

> 

Gathering  at  Cathedral  Square 
in  Downtown  Providence,  Rl, 
at  11:30  A.M.,  proceeding  to 

Us*] 

the  State  House  for  a  rally 

at  2:00  P.M. 

rm/ 

Come  celebrate ! 

For  information,  call  401-437-1925  or  401-861-5427. 


Condos,  Townhouses,  and ,  Homes  with  Income 
Dorchester,  Roxbury,  &  Mattapan 

Betty  Gibson  Associates,  Inc. 

Residential  Real  Estate 

ORIANA  N.  VAN  DAELE 

SALES  ASSOCIATE 

249  Adams  Street  825-8200 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 _ Se  habla  espanol 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


nJLC 

DAVID  L. 

COLLINS.  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830 

Orleans/Bewster 

50  Congress  St. 

Office  Park 

Boston,  MA  02109 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 

Coming  Out  Is  Rocky 

if  you  wish  you  were  straight ...  if  your  family 
rejects  gays ...  if  you  don’t  have  gay  friends ...  if 
it’s  dangerous  to  be  open  at  work. 


lelp  is  available. 

>outh  End  Counseling 

96  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
37-9643 
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Activists  and  Authors  Discuss  Pom  and  the  Movement 

Speaking  of  Smut:  Lezzies  Strut  their  Stuff 


By  Arm  Fry 

The  last  time  1  had  work  done 
on  my  car  I  inadvertently  left 
behind  a  copy  of  the  lesbian  sex 
magazine  On  Our  Backs  at  the 
garage.  Halfway  home,  I  realized 
my  mistake  and  turned  back  to 
retrieve  this  precious  publication 
(hoping  that  I  wouldn’t  have  to 
face  a  room  full  of  open-mouthed, 
gawking  straight  men,  or  worse). 
Fortunately,  no  confrontation  oc¬ 
curred.  I  was  politely  handed  my 
magazine  (intact  except  for  a  few 
tell-tale  greasy  fingerprints). 

Lesbian  sexuality  is  something 
that  is  just  not  discussed  — 
anywhere.  In  a  society  in  which  the 
first  reaction  to  any  deviation 
from  the  norm  is  fear  and  often 
violence,  lesbians  have  maintained 
a  protective  reticence  about  their 
sex  lives.  Thanks  to  the  Bad  At¬ 
titude  collective  (which  produces 
the  sex  magazine  of  that  name)  on 
Sunday,  June  7,  Boston  lesbians 
had  a  rare  opportunity  to  discuss 
their  sexuality  and  specifically  the 
role  pornography  plays  in  enhanc¬ 
ing  sexuality.  Billed  as  a  communi¬ 
ty  forum  on  “lesbian  smut,”  the 
afternoon  developed  into  more  of 
an  ongoing  dialogue  on  a  number 
of  different  tangents  to  the  por¬ 
nography  issue,  including  the 
divisiveness  of  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment  over  this  issue,  AIDS  and 
safe  sex  concerns  for  lesbians,  and 
what  it  means  to  be  a  femme  in  an 
often  butch-oriented  community. 

Four  panelists  were  featured,  all 
of  whom  are  pioneers  in  bringing 
lesbian  sexuality  out  into  the  open. 
Moderated  by  Janice  Irvine,  a  Bad 
Attitude  collective  member,  the 
panelists  spoke  to  approximately 
100  dykes  about  their  personal  and 


political  experiences  with  organi¬ 
zations  that  worked  to  familiarize 
lesbians  with  their  sexuality  and  to 
promote  creativity  in  sexual  self- 
discovery. 

First  to  speak  was  Amy  Hoff¬ 
man  (co-founder  of  Bad  Attitude 
in  1984  with  her  lover  Cindy  Pat¬ 
ton),  who  talked  about  the  roots 
of  Bad  Attitude  in  the  need  for  a 
vehicle  for  open  discussion  of  les¬ 
bian  sexuality.  She  spoke  of  the 
early  stages  of  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment  when  “everybody  listened  to 
each  other  with  respect  and  open¬ 
ness”  and  contrasted  that  with  the 
bad  feeling  which  riddles  today’s 
movement.  “We  are  sorting  each 
other  out  so  that  we  no  longer 
speak  to  each  other,”  Hoffman 
said. 

Sunday’s  discussion  itself  was 
an  illustration  of  this  point.  Before 
introducing  the  first  speaker,  Ir¬ 
vine  issued  a  gentle  warning  to 
potential  anti-porn  activists  in  the 
audience,  saying  that  anyone  who 
wished  to  “disrupt”  the  after¬ 
noon’s  proceedings  would  be  ask¬ 
ed  to  leave. 

Next  on  the  agenda  was  Sylvia 
Witts-Vitale,  a  sex  therapist  and 
sex  educator  from  New  York  City, 
who  happily  made  the  trek  to  Bos¬ 
ton  on  very  short  notice  to  replace 
Pat  Califia  who  was  unable  to  at¬ 
tend  the  forum  as  planned.  Witts- 
Vitale  described  in  wonderful 
graphic  detail  her  involvement  in 
Sweet  Sensations,  which  she 
described  as  a  “Third  World 
business”  run  by  her,  her  lover 
and  a  friend.  The  women  sold 
erotic/sensual  devices  to  lesbians 
and  offered  free  experimentation 
(through  a  Tupperware-type  par¬ 


ty)  with  the  products  —  and  with 
the  women  selling  them.  She  drew 
much  laughter  and  applause 
describing  her  role  in  Sweet  Sensa¬ 
tions  as  creator  of  “atmosphere.” 
At  one  point  in  the  party  she 
would  lie  down  on  the  floor  with  a 
vibrator  (the  orgasmitron)  and  call 
for  volunteers  to  try  it  out  on  top 
of  her. 

Witts-Vitale  said  she  particular¬ 
ly  encouraged  women  to  fantasize 
about  what  they  wanted  sexually 
(describe  the  “perfect  tongue”), 
and  said  that  pornography  can  be 
a  useful  tool  in  this  process.  She 
also  described  weekend  retreat 
workshops  she  held  for  the  Salsa 
Soul  Sisters,  an  organization  of' 
Black  and  Latina  lesbians  that  has 
been  meeting  weekly  for  12  years 
in  NYC. 

These  workshops  were  a  way  to 


focus  on  sexuality  away  from 
everyday  pressures  of  society.  One 
of  her  favorite  exercises  was  the 
“raunchy  scavenger  hunt,”  in 
which  lesbians  would  be  sent  off  in 
search  of  items  such  as  a  “clit 
sandwich”  or  “cum  panties,”  a 
very  effective  means,  she  explain¬ 
ed,  for  allowing  the  women  to 
relax  and  have  fun  with  their  sex¬ 
uality. 

Sherry  Edwards,  a  photograph¬ 
er/artist  whose  work  appeared  in 
the  first  issue  of  Bad  Attitude, 
then  showed  a  brief  series  of 
abstract,  erotic  slides.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  no  screen  was  available 
in  the  lecture  room  and  the  slides 
were  projected  close  on  a  side  wall, 
allowing  less  than  optimal  view¬ 
ing. 

Edwards  commented  later  on 
confidentiality  issues  and  the  pro¬ 


blems  encountered  photographing 
lesbian  pornography,  saying  there 
are  only  so  many  creative,  erotic 
poses  to  use  when  women  will  not 
allow  their  faces  to  be  shown  in  the 
pictures.  In  an  audience  discussion 
of  the  issue,  some  women  express¬ 
ed  anger  at  lesbians  who  are  not 
willing  to  be  out  enough  to  have 
their  faces  photographed  in 
magazines  such  as  Bad  Attitude. 
Others  came  to  the  defense  of 
these  women,  relating  personal  ex¬ 
periences  when  photographs  have 
been  reprinted  in  other  publica¬ 
tions  without  permission  and  the 
danger  of  photographs  finding 
their  way  into  straight  male  porn. 

The  final  and  most  powerful 
speaker  of  the  day  was  Joan  Nes¬ 
tle,  co-founder  of  the  Lesbian 
Herstory  Archives  in  New  York 

Continued  on  page  16 


AIDS 

Legal  and  Policy  Issues 

A  Forum  Sponsored  by  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Advocates  and  Defenders'  AIDS  Law  Project 

Thursday,  June  18,  1987 
7:30-9:30  P.M. 

UMass  Boston,  Park  Square  Campus 
250  Stuart  St.,  Room  222 

Topics  included:  HIV  testing, 
employment  and  medical  discrimination, 
and  insurance 


For  more  information,  contact  GLAD, 
P.O.  Box  218,  Boston,  MA  02112, 
(617)  425-1350. 


617-776-5866  Somerville,  Mass. 

Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 
Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 
Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 

•  Non-Profit  •  Small  •  Sole 

Agencies  Businesses  Proprietors 


•  INDIVIDUAL/ GROUP/ COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


C-S^ 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


pain  relief 
myotherapy 
associates 

trigger  point  myotherapy 
for  the  relief  of:  back- 
pain  •  neck  and  should¬ 
er  pain  •  headaches  • 
sciatica  •  sports  injuries 
•  etc. 

894-9430 

waltham,  ma 


1  r00-3:1 5-5:30-7:50-1 0:1 5 
Frl  &  Sat  12:15  a.m. 


1 2:1 5-2:30-5:00-7:30-9:50 
Frl  &  Sat  12:00  mid. 
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X)  NO  ON!  UNDER  17  AOMITTID 


“DETMERS  IS  AN  UNGUIDED  MISSILE.  HER  SMOKY, 
FEBRILE  EROTICISM  FLIES  OFF  THE  SCREEN. 


MARCO  BELLOCCHIO’S 

Devil  In  The  FlesH 


—JAY  CARR,  THE  BOSTON  GLOBE 


WLm.  Cine  mat 

NICKELODEON 

6 06  COMMONWEAL  TH  A  VE 

_ 424  ISOQ _ 


USr.Ctnemas 

HARVARD  so. 

10  CHURCH  STREET 

_ §€4  4  SSI _ 


Susan  u.  f-leischmann 
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Gay  Men’s  Chorus  Fifth  Anniversary  Triumph 


Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus.  Fifth 
Anniversary  Concert.  Jordan 
Hall.  June  6,  1987. 

By  Tom  Gra bosky 

It’s  no  wonder  the  Boston  Gay 
Men’s  Chorus’  Fifth  Anniversary 
Concert  was  the  “pick  of  the. 
week”  in  the  Boston  Globe’s 
calendar  of  events.  The  sell-out 
concert  was  nothing  short  of  sen¬ 
sational,  and  recognition  from  the 
straight  press  clearly  reflects  the 
growing  status  of  a  musical  phen¬ 
omenon  we  in  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  can  point  to  proudly 
as  a  real  community  treasure. 

To  fully  appreciate  the  chorus 
one  has  to  realize  that  it  is  compris¬ 
ed  of  dedicated,  hard-working 
men,  all  of  whom  have  other  voca¬ 
tions  and  participate  sheerly  out  of 
love  of  music  and  song.  They  must 
spend  many  hours  not  only  learn¬ 
ing  parts,  but  memorizing  them  so 
that  when  performance  night  ar¬ 
rives,  they  are  ready  to  sing 
together  prompted  only  by  the 
commands  of  director  Robert 
Barney. 

As  the  chorus  has  evolved  over 
the  years,  the  quality  of  perform¬ 
ance  material  has  changed  and,  as 
evidenced  by  some  of  the  am¬ 
bitious  and  complex  offerings  of 
the  anniversary  concert,  has  also 
improved.  I  remember  being  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  daring  choice  'of 
material  for  their  last  concert, 
which  featured  selections  from 
“Porgy  and  Bess,”  and  this  time 
around  they  have  not  let  us  down. 
Several  works  stood  out  clearly  as 
challenging  not  only  to  the  chorus 
as  singers,  but  to  the  audience  as 
listeners.  “Stopping  by  Woods  on 
a  Snowy  Evening,”  (one  of  Robert 
Frost’s  most  famous  poems)  set  to 
music  by  Randall  Thompson,  was 
an  absolute  gem.  I  must  admit  that 
I  never  expected  that  a  poem  so 
familiar  from  my  childhood,  could 
be  set  to  music  and  presented  in  a 
way  that  made  me  re-examine  its 
poignant  beauty  and  hear  it  not 
merely  embellished  by  music  but 
brought  to  its  full  perfection 
through  the  delicate  and  mystical 
treatment  of  the  chorus.  The  piano 
accompaniment  of  Daryl  Bichel 


was  especially  important  to  this 
piece  and  was  handled  beautifully 
with  special  attention  to  phrasing 
and  nuance.  A  second  Frost  poem, 
“The  Pasture,”  was  also  sung 
quite  effectively  by  the  chorus, 
though  it  did  not  seem  to  have  the 
special  magic  of  “The  Woods.” 
Both  poems  and  music  were  ex¬ 
cerpted  from  a  larger  work,  “Fros- 
tiana,”  by  Thompson  who  is  one 
of  America’s  most  celebrated  com¬ 
posers  of  choral  music. 

Another  high  point  and  example 
of  the  chorus’  willingness  to  at¬ 
tempt  the  difficult  was  their 
dreamy  rendering  of  the 
“Pilgrim’s  Chorus’’  from 
Wagner’s  opera,  Tannhauser. 
Although  I  wished,  at  that  point, 
that  the  chorus  had  been  compos¬ 
ed  of  200  members  rather  than  60 
or  so,  they  nonetheless  managed  to 
convey  the  majesty  and  elegance 
of  the  score  quite  successfully.  I 
would  love  someday  to  hear  at  a 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Association  of 
Choruses  festival  this  same  piece 
performed  by  several  thousand 
men  and  women  en  massel  Unor¬ 
thodox.  .  .but  fun. 

And  speaking  of  fun  the  night 
was  not  without  its  share  of 
chuckles,  giggles  and  belly-laughs, 
some  scheduled,  other  impromp¬ 
tu.  A  hilarious  medley  by  the 
North  American  master  of  wit  in 
music,  Cole  Porter,  was  sung  with 
smooth  precision  and  had  the  au¬ 
dience  in  stitches.  An  up-tempo 
rendition  of  the  Cy  Coleman- 
Oscar  Hammerstien  II  tune 
“Rhythm  of  Life”  was  performed 
with  bubbly  enthusiasm,  as  was 
the  familiar  “Consider  Yourself” 
from  “Oliver,”  a  Lionel  Bart  song 
arranged  by  Norman  Leyden. 
However,  the  most  fun  of  all  came 
during  the  presentation  of  various 
awards,  which,  had  it  not  been 
done  with  such  spontanaeity  and 
humor,  could  have  easily  become 
tedious  and  dull.  It  was  a  very 
welcome  sign  of  hope  to  have  the 
mayor’s  liaison  to  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  come  on  stage 
and  read  a  proclamation  from  the 
mayor,  declaring  June  6  as 
Boston’s  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  Day. 
Again  this  underscores  the  fact  that 


The  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus 

we  can  acknowledge  with  pride  the 
contribution  this  chorus  makes 
not  just  to  our  own  gay  and  lesbian 
community,  but  to  the  greater 
Boston  cultural  community  in 
general.  At  a  time  when  we  as  gays 
and  lesbians  are  being  affected  on 
all  sides  by  the  forces  of  ignorance 
and  prejudice,  it  was  heartening  to 
see  this  group  of  gay  men  stand  up 


Dr.  Susan  Cavin,  a  part-time 
professor  in  Rutgers’  women’s 
studies  program,  who  recently 
completed  a  study  on 
homophobic  harassment  at  the 
university  commented  that  she 
was  not  surprised  by  Umpierre’s 
situation.  “Where  racism  and  sex¬ 
ism  intersect  with  homophobia  is 
where  you  find  the  most 
discrimination.” 

The  study’s  results,  which  were 
released  on  April  8,  include  infor¬ 
mation  from  213  completed  ques¬ 
tionnaires.  Of  the  respondents,  95 
described  themselves  as  lesbian  or 
gay  and  46  described  themselves 
as  bisexual.  While  the  majority  of 
the  respondents  were 
undergraduates,  also  represented 
were  eight  faculty  members,  16 


proudly  and  declare,  “I  Am  What 
I  Am,”  a  song  which  they  sang 
dressed  in  a  variety  of  spiffy  ac¬ 
cessories  ranging  from  sun  bonnet 
and  rhinestone  bag  to  the  little 
black  leather  cap  worn  by  director 
Barney. 

Perhaps  the  strongest,  most 
direct  affirmation  of  the  evening 
came  when  the  chorus  proclaimed 


staff  members  and  21  gfaduate 
students. 

More  than  half  of  those  who 
responded  to  the  questionnaire 
had  been  the  target  of  verbal  in¬ 
sults  because  of  their  perceived 
sexual  orientation.  Sixteen  percent 
had  been  threatened  with  physical 
violence,  18  percent  had  been 
chased,  12  percent  had  objects 
thrown  at  them,  six  percent  had 
their  personal  property  damaged, 
four  percent  had  been  beaten  and 
two  percent  had  been  assaulted 
with  a  weapon. 

The  adTninistration’s 
homophobia  generally  manifests 
itself  via  the  denial  of  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  homophobia,  said 
Cavin.  “Forty  to  fifty  people 
wrote  details  of  their  experiences. 


“Praise  Blindness  Eyes”  by  John 
Dowland,  a  powerful  composition 
featuring  a  special  arrangement  by 
Jim  Cyphers,  a  member  of  the 
chorus  who  has  also  been  commis¬ 
sioned  to  compose  an  orginal 
work  to  be  premiered  at  a  future 
concert;  or  when  they  sang  “The 
God  Who  Gave  Us  life”  from  the 
“Testament  of  Freedom,”  a  ge¬ 
nuinely  stirring  work  with  music 
by  Randall  Thompson  and  of 
course  lyrics  by  Thomas  Jefferson 
at  his  rousing  best. 

Finally,  a  word  of  particular 
praise  should  be  given  to  director 
Robert  Barney  who,  as  any  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  chorus  will  heartily 
testify,  has  been  the  prime 
motivating  force  behind  the 
aspiration  to  a  high  quality  reper¬ 
toire  and  professional  standards 
which  have  brought  the  B.G.M.C. 
to  its  present  hard-earned  and 
well-deserved  status  as  a  Boston 
community  treasure.  The  concert 
ended  with  the  gentle  “One 
Voice,”  a  Barry  Manilow  tune, 
during  which  we  in  the  audience 
were  encouraged  to  join  hands, 
which  we  did,  thereby  becoming 
one  body  and  one  spirit  of  human 
solidarity. 


They  all  noted  whenever  they  had 
reported  [anti-gay  or  -lesbian] 
discrimination,  the  response  from 
the  administration  was  very  bleak. 
They  had  either  denied,  minimiz¬ 
ed  or  blamed  the  victim.” 

According  to  Cavin,  she  was 
told  by  the  head  of  Rutgers’  in¬ 
stitutional  review  board  —  a  body 
which  reviews  all  institutional 
research  —  “to  burn  the  data.” 
The  review  board  claimed 
“several  of  the  faculty  were  upset 
that  I  had  asked  their  sexual 
preference  and  that  it  was  no 
one’s  business.”  In  order  to  com¬ 
plete  the  study  Cavin  was  even¬ 
tually  forced  to  destroy  the  faculty 
data. 

The  only  official  response  from 
Continued  on  page  13 


Luz  Maria  Umpierre 

Continued  from  page  1 


“...an  absolutely 
fascinating  movie... 
two  thumbs  up.” 

—  SISKEL  &  EBERT  &  THE  MOVIES 


A  Provocative  New  Comedy  For  Adults 
From  The  Co-Director  of  “Monty  Python  And  The  Holy  Grail” 

And  The  Star  Of  “Educating  Rita” 


Margaret  Thatcher’s  England 
gets  caught  with  its 
Knickers  down.  The  result 
is  wild,  wicked  and  hilarious. 
‘Personal  Services’  has  a 
merry  attitude  toward  sex 
that  is  genuinely  exhilarating. 

I  loved  it.” 

—  Rex  Reed.  AT  THE  MOVIES 


Comically  kinky” 

-  William  Wolf  GANNETT  NEWS  SERVICE 
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...The  future  lies  in  kinky  people. 


VESTRON  PICTURES  presents  a  BRITISH  SCREEN  and  ZENITH  PRESENTATION  of  a  ZENITH  PRODUCTION 

“PERSONAL  SERVICES"  JULIE  WALTERS  ALEC  McCOWEN-  SHIRLEY  STELFOX 
Written  by  DAVID  LELAND  Produced  by  1 IM  BEVAN  Directed  by  TERRY  JONES 
Consultant  CYNTHIA  PAYNE  ^ 


NtsmicrcD 

u«w» ji  Mounts  *cco*’»«riat 
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STARTS  TODAY 


USP.Cmemas 

COPLEY  PLACE 

266  1300 


USP.Cmcmas 

HARVARD  SO- 

10  CHURCH  STREET 

864  4581 


A  tree  is  being  dedicated  in 
Bobbi  Lev’s  memory  at  the 
Arnold  Arboretum. 

Bobbi  Lev  was  a  beloved  member 
of  the  lesbian  community  who 
struggled  courageously  with 
cancer. 

Her  death  anniversary  is  June  25,  and  the 
Yahrzeit  date  is  June  15th. 

For  information  about  visiting  Bobbi’s  tree  on  one  of 
these  dates  (or  any  time),  call  the  Arboretum  office  at 
527-1718. 
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The  New  Bedford  Women's  Center 

proudly  presents  an  evening  of 

WOMEN  IN  JAZZ 

Featuring  the  16  piece 
Ruby  Redd  Orchestra  and  guests 
and  the  arrangements  of  Mary  Lou  Williams 
Produced  by  Studio  Red  Top,  Inc. 

Saturday,  June  20,  8  P.M. 

Zeiterion  Theatre, 

New  Bedford,  Massachusetts 

Tickets  $10.50,  $8.50  at  the  box  office 
( S2.00  discount  for  seniors,  students  &  children) 

This  program  is  supported,  in  part,  by  the  Mass.  Arts 
Lottery,  as  administered  by  the  New  Bedford  Arts  Council  and  the 
Mass.  Council  on  the  Arts  and  Humanities,  a  state  agency 


Queertoons  Today 


Life  At  the  Closet  Door 

By  David  Brady 


Scrappy  Lesbians 


Paul*  /izturhs  fro^’p^drcakinc,'' 
w  rue  7-kuck  —,  \ 


...STIll  NO  AEOIOGY 
FROM  THE  PRESIPttn 
TOR  IKftMGATE 
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...  STIIL  MO  AEDEOCY 
FROM  CONGRESS  FOR 
THE  PAY  RAISE  THEY 
GAVE  WMSt WES.,. 


UNITED  FRUIT  COMPANY 

presents 


1  fifK  1 


a  raucous  bawdy  gay  political  comedy  review 
featuring  new  work 
written  and  directed  by  Abe  Rybeck 


Don't  you  wish  -Hiere 
was  a  ''united  way" 
of -Hie  left? 


There  is.  And  we 
call  it  Resist. 


In  20  years  we've  given  over 
2,000  grants  and  loans  to 
grassroots  groups  all  across 
the  country  working  for  peace 
and  social  justice. 


Organizations  who  fight  against 
draft  registration.  Or  work  for 
nuclear  disarmament.  Who 
organize  against  the  Klan.  Or 
build  shelters  for  battered 
women.  Who  defend  the  rights 
of  third  world  people.  Or  gay 
and  lesbian  rights.  Or  women's 
rights— including  the  right  to 
choose. 


People  like  you  acting  on 
the  concerns  we  all  share. 


{^DESIST 


Yes.  here's  my  tax-deductible 
contribution. 


□  Send  me  a  copy  of  the  Resist 
funding  guidelines. 


name 

address 


city/town 


state 


zip 


Resist 

One  Summer  Street 
Somerville,  MA  02143 


4  DAYS  ONLY 

Thursday-Sunday,  June  18-21 

8:00  pm 


f 

/ 


Alley  Theatre 

1253  Cambridge  St.,  Inman  Square,  Cambridge 


Quality 

printing 


(617)  524-6822 


for 

Ja 


change 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
controlled  collective  and  a  union 
shop,  can  meet  your  complete 
printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 

Call  us  for  an  estimate 
at  524-6822 
Monday  through  Friday, 
rp  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 


94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 
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A  Sexual  Community  Learns  New  Games 

Claiming  the  History  of  Safe  Sex  Organizing 


By  Cindy  Patton 

At  the  recent  lesbian  and  gay  health  conference  in 
Los  Angeles,  many  longtime  AIDS  activists  were  sur¬ 
prised  by  the  extent  to  which  safe  sex  education  has 
become  the  province  of  high  level  professional.  The 
fact  that  safe  sex  organizing  began  and  is  highly  suc¬ 
cessful  as  a  grass-roots,  community  effort  seemed  to 
be  forgotten.  It  was  as  if  the  professionals  had  in¬ 
vented  safe  sex.  Although  professional  health  and  sex 
educators  have  made  important  contributions  to 
AIDS  education,  their  work  came  long  after  a  com¬ 
munity  under  seige  had  mobilized  to  protect  itself. 

The  over-professionalization  of  safe  sex  organizing 

—  and  the  lack  of  historical  insight  by  profesionals  — 
has  a  direct  affect  on  the  style  of  education  for  gay 
men,  and  recently  heterosexuals.  Many  lesbians  and 
gay  men  just  laughed  at  the  silly  pronouncements  of 
Reagan's  officials,  but  there  is  a  hidden  price  to  this 
smugness.  Innovative  programs  such  as  one  that  train¬ 
ed  bar-tenders  as  educators,  and  rap  actions  where 
leather-clad  men  raided  bars  and  passed  out  condoms, 
have  fallen  by  the  wayside.  Most  educators  are  no 
longer  willing  to  take  social  risks  in  order  to  promote 
sexual  safety. 

We  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  history  of  our 
organizing,  or  allow  our  successes  to  be  counted  by 
professionals  who  came  late  to  the  health  crisis.  If  we 
embrace  a  revised  history  in  which  professionals  im¬ 
agine  that  they  conjured  safe  sex  out  of  formulas  and 
studies,  we  will  become  dependent  for  information  on 
the  medical  establishment  that  is  so  callous  toward  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  health  concerns. 

As  we  celebrate  lesbian  and  gay  pride,  we  should 
count  as  our  victory  the  largely  successful  efforts  to 
make  safe  sex  a  norm  in  our  community.  Although 
there  are  more  sexual  practice  changes  needed,  we 
should  be  proud  of  what  we  have  done  for  ourselves, 
and  continue  to  work  for  both  sexual  freedom  and  sex¬ 
ual  health. 

"How  to  Have  Sex  in  an  Epidemic" 

Safe  sex  organizing  began  almost  as  soon  as  AIDS 
was  recognized.  Organizing  within  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty  started  as  a  reaction  to  the  sensational,  blaming  and 
anti-sex  pronouncements  of  doctors  ignorant  about 
gay  male  sexuality.  Their  advice  assumed  that  all  gay 
men  did  the  same  thing,  or  that  any  individual  gay 
man  did  only  one  of  a  set  of  practices  —  for  example, 
that  a  man  was  exclusively  the  object  of  anal  sex,  or 
only  sucked  cock. 

Badly  designed  studies  and  homophobia  combin¬ 
ed  to  create  a  flurry  of  nonsensical,  insulting  advice. 
At  the  1985  International  AIDS  Conference  in  Atlanta, 
for  example,  a  CDC  official  proposed  that  all  gay  men 
take  the  then-new  HTLV-III  antibody  test.  His  sugges¬ 
tion  that  gay  men  have  sex  only  with  men  of  the  same 
antibody  status  characterized  gay  male  culture  as  a 
giant  dating  service.  Gay  men  quickly  came  up  with 
their  own  advice,  and  coined  the  term  "safe  sex."  Sor¬ 
ting  through  the  same  data,  and  adding  knowledge 
about  other  STDs  among  gay  men,  activists  created 
safe  sex  guidelines  even  before  a  virus  was  identified. 

By  May,  1983,  so  much  material  about  safe  sex 
had  been  distributed  through  clinics  and  in  the  gay 
press  that  a  group  of  men  —  including  men  with  AIDS 

—  produced  a  40-page  pamphlet  called  "How  to  Have 
Sex  in  an  Epidemic."  This  still  stands  as  one  of  the 
single  best,  most  comprehensive  explanations  of 
transmission  models,  safe  sex  and  psycho/social 
guidelines  for  effecting  risk  reduction. 

Considerable  controversy  surrounded  the  public¬ 
ation  of  this  booklet,  foreshadowing  the  political 
struggles  which  have  engaged  sex  educators  and  com¬ 
munity  activists  throughout  the  crisis.  Two  principle 
criticisms  emerged:  some  thought  the  only  sound  ad¬ 
vice  was  to  advocate  celibacy,  while  others  thought  it 
irresponsible  to  offer  specific  advice  until  there  was 
certainty  about  the  transmission  and  cause  of  the 
disease. 

The  celibacy  argument  is  still  being  promoted  by 
rightists,  and  will  continue  to  affect  public  policy  and 


federally  funded  education.  In  addition  to  right-wing 
homophobes,  many  gay  AIDS  activists  are  willing  to 
advocate  celibacy  for  at  least  some  people,  notably  gay 
youth. 

The  second  objection  —  when  is  it  responsible  to 
give  advice?  —  has  been  played  out  in  strange  ways. 
The  inability  to  decide  in  detail  what  is  safe  and  unsafe 
has  prevented  numerous  organizations  from  recom¬ 
mending  what  is  safe  in  broad  terms.  At  one  point, 
Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis,  the  New  York  AIDS  group, 
could  not  agree  on  what  was  safe  and,  for  nearly  a  year 
after  its  first  round  of  safe  sex  publications,  could  not 
approve  any  new  material. 

Safe,  Safer,  Safest? 

Counselors  and  safe  sex  educators,  especially  doc¬ 
tors,  are  often  unwilling  to  say  that  anything  is  safe. 
They  say  they  are  afraid  to  take  responsibility  for  tell¬ 
ing  someone  that  X  is  safe  and  then  discovering  the 
person  got  AIDS.  This  mixed  message  leaves  people 
confused  about  what  is  unsafe  and  gives  an  underlying 
impression  that  nothing  is  truly  safe,  and  therefore 
everything  is  equally  unsafe.  This  is  a  troublesome 
misperception:  studies  of  changes  among  gay  men 
showed  that  changes  early  in  the  epidemic  were  based 
on  a  perceived  need  to  change  and  subsequent  reduc¬ 
tion  in  least  favorite  activities,  rather  than  changes  bas¬ 
ed  on  a  real  hierarchy  of  risk.  Ironically,  a  different  at¬ 
titude  is  now  taken  in  educating  youth:  a  project  in 
New  York  City  advocates  telling  youth  than  unpro¬ 
tected  anal  and  vaginal  sex  are  absolutely  unsafe,  and 
if  youth  feel  they  can  give  up  only  one  thing,  that  is  the 
thing  to  give  up. 

The  early  guidelines  by  grassroots  organizers  were 
sensible,  logical,  and  based  on  a  good  epidemiological 
model  generated  by  gay  men  with  an  understanding  of 
the  range  of  sexual  behaviors  in  their  community.  It 
remains  solid  advice.  But  many  people,  including 
leaders  in  AIDS  organizations,  were  uncomfortable 
with  this  advice  until  doctors  lent  their  stamp  of  ap¬ 
proval.  Condoms  in  particular  were  a  source  of 
equivocation.  The  Federal  Government  is  largely 
culpable  here:  they  refused  to  fund  or  direct  research 
on  the  efficacy  of  condoms.  Even  after  the  virus  was 
identified,  they  said  technology  did  not  exist  to  test 


condoms.  Finally,  last  summer,  some  California  re¬ 
searchers  construucted  an  ingenious  device  consisting 
of  plungers  to  which  condoms  could  be  attached. 
Their  study  showed  that  even  under  the  extremes  to 
which  they  subjected  condoms,  no  virus  leaked 
through  the  latex. 

Now  suddenly,  condoms  have  become  a  panacea 
for  sexually  active  heterosexuals. 

"Whatever  You  Want  To  Do, 

You  Can  Probably  Do  It  Safely" 

It  has  been  hard  for  many  people  to  hear  the  safe 
sex  message.  Despite  the  best  intentions  of  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivists,  guidelines  are  often  percieved  as  limiting  or 
judgmental.  Many  men  feel  that  modifying  or  elimin¬ 
ating  a  central  sexual  practice  means  they  are  "no 
longer  gay."  Sex  is  perceived  as  the  cement  in  the  gay 
male  community:  gay  men  fear  that  if  sexual  ties  are 
reduced  or  de-emphasized,  the  community  will  lose  its 
unique  identity  and  disintegrate. 

The  safe  sex  message  is  quite  simple.  It  was  stated 
elegantly  by  one  safe  sex  educator,  a  gay  man  with 
AIDS:  "Whatever  you  want  to  do,  you  can  probably 
do  it  safely."  That  means  continuing  activities  that  do 
not  involve  exchange  of  semen,  blood,  feces,  and  pos¬ 
sibly  urine  and  saliva  if  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
quantities  of  blood  may  be  in  them.  When  you  engage 
in  activities  where  these  fluids  will  be  present,  use  a 
condom,  surgical  gloves,  or  dental  dams.  It  is  that  sim¬ 
ple. 

More  difficult  is  how  to  actually  incorporate  those 
simple  changes  into  highly  structured  community 
practices  and  complexly  integrated  personal  identit¬ 
ies.  You  have  to  change  group  values,  self-esteem,  and 
individual  behaviors  to  conform  to  new  norms  re¬ 
quired  by  this  health  crisis. 

Some  techniques  used  by  educators  working  with 
youth  are  particularly  innovative  and  adddress  the 
three  areas  of  changes.  The  condom  race  makes  the 
physical  act  of  safe  sex  more  familiar.  Two  teams 
form,"  each  with  a  dildo.  A  team  member  puts  a  con¬ 
dom  on  the  dildo,  then  hands  it  to  the  next  player  who 
must  take  off  the  first  condom  before  putting  on  a  se¬ 
cond.  A  ranking  exercise  teaches  the  logic  of  decision¬ 
making.  Each  participant  is  given  a  card  with  a  sexual 
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actice.  Players  must  discuss  the  sexual  practices  on 
eir  cards,  then  rank  themselves  in  order  of  risk, 
nally,  role  playing  allows  social  questions  to  come  to 
e  fore.  Couples  or  small  groups  are  given  seduction 
enarios  and  practice  bringing  up  safe  sex  issues. 

Changing  group  attitudes  is  much  more  difficult, 
variety  of  studies  have  looked  at  what  makes  gay 
en  successful  in  executing  safe  sex  changes.  Early 
udies  rated  high:  positive  gay  identity,  a  belief  that 
le  can  make  change  (self-efficacy),  and  seeing  or  re- 
embering  the  image  of  someone  who  has  AIDS, 
ore  recent  studies  tried  to  correlate  knowledge  of 
IV-antibody  status  with  ability  to  maintain  behavior 
langes.  These  studies  show  that  ongoing  contact  with 
pportive  people  who  can  answer  AIDS  questions  is 
ore  effective  than  knowing  if  you  are  HIV-positive 
-negative.  No  single  event  or  piece  of  information 
is  the  magical  power  to  make  people  practice  safe 


sex.  But  community  mores  and  reinforcement  by  peo¬ 
ple  who  understand  the  complexities  of  gay  male  sex 
identity  and  practice  can  make  a  very  big  difference. 
Safe  sex  is  a  group  activity  of  transforming  our  sexual 
culture,  not  an  individual  ritual  of  trotting  off  for 
secret  tests  or  sexual  reprogramming. 

Women  Buy  Condoms,  Too 

Like  gay  men,  women  also  have  self-esteem  prob¬ 
lems  —  "Who  cares  if  I  get  AIDS?"  —  which  inhibit 
their  ability  to  make  safe  sex  changes.  But  unlike  gay 
men,  straight  women  don't  participate  in  a  sexual 
economy  where  they  have  equal  power  in  the  creation 
of  mores.  While  gay  men  complain  of  boredom  or  loss 
of  gay  identity  if  they  practice  safe  sex,  women  must 
fear  their  male  partners'  violent  responses  to  their  safe 
sex  suggestions.  Women  report  being  beaten  or  threat¬ 
ened  if  they  insist  on  using  condoms.  Not  only  are 


most  women  at  a  physical  and  economic  disadvantage 
relative  to  their  male  sex  partners  (and  we're  often 
talking  husbands  here),  they  are  in  the  position  of  hav¬ 
ing  to  ask  men  to  put  on  a  condom 

Heterosexuals  exist  in  a  much  less  articulated  sex¬ 
ual  culture  than  gay  men.  Women  find  it  difficult  to 
direct  their  partners  away  from  intercourse  —  gay 
men  can  choose  a  much  wider  range  of  activities 
which  have  always  been  safe. 

Class  and  geographic  region  add  yet  other  mean¬ 
ings  to  condom  use.  Among  heterosexuals,  the  con¬ 
dom  is  already  laden  with  great  symbolic  meaning  — 
far  beyond  the  petty  complaints  about  cutting  down 
on  sensation,  or  being  a  hassle.  Both  men  and  women 
have  come  to  associate  condoms  with  "dirtiness.'' 
Condoms  in  the  post-Pill  era  are  thought  to  be  used 
primarily  in  prostitution,  or  by  people  too  young  to  ac- 
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17  Years  of  Pride  in  Boston 

'olerance  Succeeds  in  the  Wake  of  Political  Conflicts 


By  E.  G.  Martin 

Ever  since  the  first  Gay  Pride  gathering  in  1970, 
oston  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  been  grappling  with 
hat  the  event  should  mean.  Its  roots  date  back  to  the 
169  Stonewall  riots  and  the  leftist  gay  liberation 
tovements  that  emerged  in  the  '70s.  Some  have 
anted  the  event  to  remain  closer  to  its  origins  while 
hers  have  been  more  pragmatic  in  helping  maintain 
through  the  years. 

Thus,  Boston's  Pride  March  has  followed  its  own 
ith  in  what  one  of  this  year's  organizers  has  called  a 
Christmas  for  gays  and  lesbians." 

The  main  focus  of  the  event  has  always  been  the 
mple  but  powerful  demonstration  of  gay  men  and 
sbians  in  public  —  invisible  no  longer.  It  has  also 
irved  as  a  forum  for  the  long  fight  for  civil  rights.  As 
atherine  Lohr,  one  of  the  Pride  Committee's  co- 
lairs  explained,  "I  believe  an  activist  stance  is  the  on- 
way  to  keep  us  moving  forward.”  Others  have  seen 
:e  event  as  a  way  to  celebrate  the  uniqueness  of  a 
Dmosexual  community. 

"As  homosexuals,  we  learn  everything  from  other 
omosexuals,"  said  Charley  Shively,  an  activit  who 
as  involved  with  the  earlier  Pride  events.  "We  learn 
3w  to  have  sex ....  We  learn  how  to  act  with  lovers 
j.  •  partners. 

"As  homosexuals,"  we  actually  create  each 
her,"  he  said.  "We  can't  deny  that  there's  a  society 
.  ound  us,  but  there's  too  little  willingness  to  rec- 
;nize  how  creative  we  actually  are.  We  do  build.” 

Shively  is  well-remembered  for  his  Pride  Day 
leech,  June  18,  1977,  when  he  burned  his  Harvard 
ploma,  an  insurance  policy,  a  dollar  bill  and  the  Bi- 
e.  Most  remember  the  Bible  burning  but  not  his  mes- 
;  ge.  "The  point  of  the  exercise  of  burning  all  those 
;  ings  was  not  to  demonstrate  only  against  those  things 
lit  to  argue  as  I  did,  that  everything  that  we  are,  we 
we  to  each  other. 

"What  we  are,  we  owe  in  no  way  to  the  straight 
i.iciety  around  us"  Shively  reiterated,  his  voice  rising 
L  it  must  have  that  summer  10  years  ago. 

That  year,  the  first  of  the  Carter  administration, 
'as  also  the  year  a  number  of  people  on  the  Pride 
•mmittee  tried  to  rename  the  event  a  "Human  Rights 
irade.”  "I  would  say  that  in  1977  I  was  very  shock- 
1,"  Shively  recalled.  He  and  others  successfully 
evented  the  name  change  and  shift  in  focus.  "While 
ey  failed  to  do  that,  I  thought  that  it  was  a  rather 
tameful  effort  to  drop  the  word  gay.  '' 

For  someone  who  delivered  so  strident  a  speech, 
e  different  emphasis  shook  his  involvement  to  the 
)int  now  that  he  hasn't  been  actively  involved  for 
veral  years.  Co-chair  Lohr,  when  questioned  about 
e  lack  of  involvement  by  Shively  and  others  like  him, 
rpressed  regret. 

"Those  with  that  perspective  should  be  out  there 
>ing  the  work ....  [It's  a  shame  that  people  with  that 
^rspective  are  not  hanging  in  it  for  the  long  run.  I 
ink  it’s  too  bad  that  people  don't  keep  on  doing  the 
ork,"  she  said.  "We've  gone  out  of  our  way  to  take  a 
ore  political  stance." 

Calling  herself  a  leftist,  she  pointed  out  that  many 


diverse  groups  got  involved  in  the  planning  of  the 
event.  Those  involved  encompassed  a  great  diversity 
of  gay  and  lesbian  concerns  —  from  the  physically 
challenged  to  a  group  devoted  to  uniting  Black  and 
white  gay  men.  Lohr  said  a  great  deal  has  been  done  to 
accommodate  a  wide  spectrum  of  people.  The  com¬ 
mittee  has  insisted  that  the  performers  be  gay  or  les¬ 
bian.  The  march  route  has  been  made  accessible  to 
those  who  use  a  wheelchair.  There’s  the  new  pink 
triangular  flag  with  a  lavendar  rhino,  and  the  new 
theme,  "Out  for  Good." 

"There'll  be  criticisim  no  matter  what  you  do," 
Lohr  lamented.  "There's  600,000  (gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians)  in  the  area,  including  Rt.  495,  and  we've  tried  to 
hear  them  all." 

A  clamor  of  voices  was  also  characteristic  of  this 
year's  Pride  Committee,  according  to  Matthew  Hayes, 
co-coordinator  for  the  event.  Hayes  noted  recently 


Pragmatic  activists: 

Boston’s  1987  Lesbian  &  Gay  Pride  Committee 


that  the  committee  of  volunteers  included  lesbian 
separatists  as  well  as  Republicans.  There  were  long, 
drawn-out  meetings  with  all  sides  having  a  say.  Deci¬ 
sions  were  reached  by  consensus  and  not  through 
showdown  votes  that  would  leave  some  victorious, 
others  bitter. 

"It  gets  tougher  when  you  come  to  the  emotional, 
political  issues,"  Hayes  said.  "Eventually,  everyone 
realized  that  it  is  for  the  entire  community.  So,  we  try 
to  have  a  peaceful  middle  ground. 

The  middle  ground  has  also  meant  a  less  expensive 
affair  that  will  cost  a  tenth  of  what  is  has  in  the  past, 
Hayes  said.  "They  were  a  lot  more  extravagent  [in  the 
past].  They  made  nicer  buttons.  They  made  personal¬ 
ized  balloons.  They  brought  in  tents.  They  had 
bleachers,  all  sorts  of  stuff." 

The  extravagence  has  led  to  big  debts.  In  fact, 


Hayes  got  involved  when  he  and  another  from  the 
Boston  Intercollegiate  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance  went 
to  committee  headquarters  to  demand  payment  for 
work  done  by  BILGA.  "We  discovered  why  we  hadn't 
gotten  paid,"  Hayes  said.  "Pride  was  in  dire  financial 
straits." 

In  retrospect,  the  shoestring  nature  of  Boston's 
Pride  March  seems  to  be  enduring.  In  1984,  a  dollar 
donation  was  requested  for  the  "festival”  but  met 
with  protest.  Calling  the  admission  fee  a  "mistake," 
Hayes,  whose  involvement  spans  two  years,  said  that 
funds  will  be  raised  in  other  ways. 

Hayes  said  that  some  might  criticize  the  commit¬ 
tee's  new  theme,  the  lack  of  advertising  about  the 
march's  new  start  at  Government  Center  and  other 
unforeseen  problems.  He  said  it's  often  frustrating  do¬ 
ing  the  volunteer  work  and  getting  a  fair  share  ot 
criticism. 

"Some  people  feel  we're  not  taking  it  as  far  as  we 
could  take  it,"  Hayes  acknowledged.  "We  do  straddle 
both  sides.  So,  being  in-between,  we  can’t  please 
everyone.”  But  the  political  emphasis  has  remained  as 
constant  as  the  financial  problems. 

"The  current  Pride  Committee  has  the  philosophy 
that  the  Boston  parade  should  remain  very  political 
because  Boston  is  a  political  town,"  Hayes  said.  "But 
it's  also  one  of  the  few  times  when  gay  and  lesbian 
people  in  Boston  have  a  time  to  celebrate." 

Shively,  in  1977,  said,  "We  cannot  remain  alone 
and  terrorized  and  divided."  The  parade,  in  its  17th 
year,  has  provided  the  chance  to  reach  out.  In  past 
years,  there  were  workshops  for  men  and  women, 
films,  homemade  gay  plays,  dances,  something  called 
"Gay  Guerilla  Theatre  —  spontaneous  drama  and 
comedy  played  upon  the  city  streets,"  Discussion 
groups  on  coming  out  were  prevalent.  There  were  all- 
night  film  festivals,  picnics  on  the  Esplanade,  and 
memorial  services. 

"It' s  to  make  people  feel  happy  with  themselves, ' ' 
Hayes  said  when  asked  what  the  event  should  do 
right.  "You  get  a  lot  of  people  who  liken  it  to  a  lesbian 
and  gay  Chrismas.  Above  and  beyond  the  political 
self,  it's  just  letting  lesbian  and  gay  people  feel  that  at 
least  one  time  in  the  year,  it's  a  special  event  for 
them.” 

Although  Shively  has  not  continued  his  impassion¬ 
ed  involvement  with  the  event,  he  said  that  activism 
has  continued  even  if  it  hasn't  been  covered  extensive¬ 
ly  by  the  media.  "We  tend  to  romanticize  the  past  and 
belittle  the  present,"  he  said.  "There's  a  tendency  to 
over-romanticize  the  activities  of  the  '70s  and  not 
recognize  all  of  the  things  that  have  been  going  on  in 
the  present." 

Lohr  echoed  Shively's  insistence  that  the  activism 
hasn't  faded.  She  added  that  the  push  for  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  civil  rights  has  come  a  long  way  since  those  first 
gatherings  in  the  summer  of  1970.  But  a  celebration  of 
our  unique  selves  is  also  important.  "People  are  cor¬ 
rect  in  whatever  stance  they  take,"  she  said  referring 
to  those  who  want  to  celebrate  versus  those  who  want 
a  political  demonstration.  "There's  room  for  both. " 
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DO  YOU  KNOW  A  VICTIM  OF  VIOLENCE? 

Have  you  been  threatened,  harassed  or  assaulted?  On  the 
street,  job  or  at  home?  By  strangers,  lover  or  family? 

The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  (FCHC)  supported  by 
grant  from  Mass  Office  for  Victim  Assistance,  is  coordinating 
the  documentation  of  anti-gay/lesbian  violence. 

HELP  DOCUMENT  THIS  PROBLEM 

by  calling 

THE  VICTIM  RECOVERY  PROGRAM 
AT  FCHC. 

Complete  confidentiality  is  assured. 

FCHC  offers  short  &  long-term  individual,  couple  &  family 
counseling;  support  groups; 
advocacy;  and  referral 

Call  Lee  Ellenberg,  LICSW,  or 
Joyce  Collier,  LICSW,  at  267  7573 


s 
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Condom  talk  in  Inevitable  Love,  a  safe  sex  video  produced  by  In 
telligence  in  Video,  P.O.  Box  1107,  NYC,  NY  10023. 


quire  other  forms  of  birth  control. 

In  this  era  when  most  birth 
control  is  designed  to  exist  inside  a 
woman’s  body,  most  people  in  the 
highest  risk  age  groups  have  never 
had  to  deal  with  male-centered 
contraception  control  or  STD. 
This  is  strongly  reflected  in  the 
new  condom  marketing  campaigns 
which  are  aimed  at  women.  By 
several  counts,  women  now  com¬ 
prise  half  of  the  condom  buying 
market.  If  we  consider  that  gay 
men  comprise  a  large  percentage 
of  the  male  condom  buyers,  we 
can  only  conclude  that  straight 
men  represent  the  greatest  educa¬ 
tional  stumbling  block  in 
heterosexual  safe  sex. 

IV  Drug  Users  Can 
Change  Their  Habits 

Drug  use  education  has  also  had 
its  problems.  Doctors  are  reluctant 
to  view  IV  drug  users  as  a  com¬ 
munity  with  social  patterns  that 
dictate  drug  use  practices.  They 
view  IV  drug  use  as  individualistic, 
and  drug  users  as  uneducatable. 
They  fail  to  recognize  the  wide 
range  of  IV  drug  use  risks,  and 
design  appropriate  material.  This 
work  has  been  left  largely  to 
community-based,  grass-roots 
drug  educators.  I  have  found  drug 
use  education  to  be  much  less 
authority-ridden  than  sex  educa¬ 
tion.  Peer  educators  are  the  norm. 
Gay  safe  sex  education  has  become 
increasingly  professionalized  in 


the  same  period  that  drug  educa¬ 
tion  has  been  made  more  street 
wise. 

Studies  of  New  Jersey  drug 
users  show  a  high  level  of  educa¬ 
tion  about  AIDS  and  about  IV 
transmission.  Respondents  knew 
techniques  for  safer  IV  use  and 
many  are  decreasing  their  sharing 
of  needles  and  other  mixing  ap¬ 
paratus.  However,  they  are  imped¬ 
ed  by  the  lack  of  free  new  needles, 
and  by  the  fear  of  being  arrested 
while  carrying  works  —  which  is  a 
sure  way  of  knowing  the  status  of 
your  needles.  Most  wait  until  they 
have  gotten  their  drugs  and  then 
attempt  to  find  a  clean  needle,  a 
process  similar  to  cooking  your 
favorite  food,  then  having  to  wash 
your  dishes  before  you  can  eat. 

The  differences  between  heroin 
use  and  cocaine  use  also  strongly 
affect  IV  drug  risk.  Hard  core 
heroin  addicts  more  often  have 
their  own  works,  plan  to  get  drugs 
in  a  more  rational  manner,  and 
shoot  up  less  often  than  cocaine 
users.  Those  with  hardcore  co¬ 
caine  habits  may  shoot  up  a  dozen 
or  more  times  in  a  day.  Recrea¬ 
tional  IV  cocaine  users  frequently 
do  not  recognize  their  risk.  This  is 
particularly  true  among 
“yuppies”  who  think  “drug  user” 
means  your  local  street  corner 
junkie. 

As  we  continue  the  safe  sex 
transformation  in  our  community, 
and  lend  advice  to  our  heterosex¬ 


ual  friends,  we  must  remain  true  to 
the  roots  of  gay  liberation.  Our 
assertion  that  gay  sex  (and  any  sex) 
was  good  did  not  mean  unlimited, 
unthoughful  sex.  We  sought 
healthy  sex,  and  we  stressed 
psychological  health  in  the  early 
days  of  our  movement.  The  quest 
for  healthy  expression  of  our  love 
and  lust  take  a  new  form  today, 
but  we  cannot  allow  safe  sex  to 
become  rigid  or  moralistic. 

Safe  Sex  Is 

Part  of  Gay  Liberation 

Safe  sex  describes  specific  prac¬ 
tices  that  prevent  exchange  of 
body  fluids.  Safe  sex  is  not  a  moral 
category  to  sweep  up  sexual  prac¬ 
tices  with  which  we  feel  uncomfor¬ 
table  for  other  reasons.  S/M  sex 
can  be  safe.  Anonymous  sex  can 
be  safe.  Bi-sexual  sex  can  be  safe. 
Monogamy  is  not  in  itself  safe, 
and,  though  a  valid  option  for  any 
number  of  reasons,  it  carries  its 
own  dangers  —  spouse  abuse  and 
all  the  traditional  hazards  of  mar¬ 
riage.  Celibacy  (let’s  get  rid  of  the 
term  abstinence)  is  safe  and  has 
always  been  a  choice  of  gay  men 
and  lesbians,  even  though  we  did 
not  like  to  admit  we  weren’t  “get¬ 
ting  any.” 

Safe  sex  is  a  large  agenda  item 
for  our  community  today.  But  it 
must  be  pursued  in  a  context  that 
gives  us  control  over  how  the  safe 
sex  message  is  articulated  and  how 
safe  sex  norms  are  enforced.  It  is 


hard  to  persuade  those  who  do  not 
yet  engage  in  safe  sex  to  do  so  if  the 
state  continues  to  have  the  power 
to  arrest  us  for  sodomy.  It  is  hard 
to  promote  self-esteem  when  our 
governor  says  we  are  unfit  to 
foster  parent.  It  is  hard  to  talk 
about  our  experience  of  AIDS  and 
influence  others  to  reconsider  their 
sexual  risks  when  we  can  lose  our 
jobs  and  homes  for  being  gay. 

Safe  sex  is  part  and  parcel  of  the 


long  march  of  gay  liberation. 
What  began  as  anarchic,  angry 
resistance  in  June,  1969,  must  con¬ 
tinue  as  an  innovative  and  strong- 
willed  social  movement  in  the  ’80s. 
Safe  sex  is  a  tangible  example  of 
what  we  have  advocated  all  along 
—  control  over  our  lives,  respect 
for  ourselves,  respect  from  the 
straight  world,  community  com¬ 
passion  and  unity. 


THE  ALLIANCE 


.  .  .WHERE  THE 
ACTION  IS! 


Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance  Announces  its 

Quarterly  Meeting 
Tuesday,  June  23,  1987 
Room  222,  UMass/Boston:  Park  Sq.  Campus 

•  Election  of  two  steering  committee  members 
•  Consideration  of  by-law  change  extending  voting  rights  to 
members  living  in  towns  contiguous  to  Boston 
•  Committee  Reports 
-Public  Safety 
-Voter  Registration 
-Gay  Rights  Bill 

BECOME  A  VITAL  PART  OF  GREATER  BOSTON  S 
LARGEST  LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
POLITICAL  ORGANIZATION 
JOIN  THE  ACTION  TEAM . 

JOIN  THE  BOSTON  LESBIAN  &  GAY 
POLITICAL  ALLIANCE  TODAY! 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance  265-0348 
P.O.  Box  65,  Back  Bay  Annex 
Boston,  MA  02117 


JEAN  A.  McCRAY 

Attorney-at-Law 

40  T rapelo  Road  529  N ewbury  St. 

Belmont,  MA  02178  Boston,  MA  02215 

484-8383 _ _ _ 266-8353 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 
ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 


Family  Law 

’Custody  Issues 
’Relationship 
Agreements 
’Estate  Planning 

52  Western  Ave.,  Camb 


General  Practice 

’Employment  Rights 
’Personal  Injury 
’Landlord/Tenant 

MA  02139  (617)876-7099 


Newbury 
Veterinary  Clinic 
Bruce  R.  Weiner,  V.M.D. 


272  Huntington  Av., 
Boston  ,MA  02115 

Located  Near  Symphony  Station 

Office  Hours  by  Appointment 

Call  266-9269 
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Lookiwq  fort  someone  special? 

...SOMEONE  who  CARES  AS  Much 
AboUT  xhE  pEOplE  ThEy  MEET  AS 
you  do? 


CaU  ThE  iNTROduCTION  SERVICE 
wiTb  tIie  Largest  qAy  cUenteIe 
iN  New  ENqlANd: 


Discrete 


•  Confidential 


•  Gay  Staffed 


•  Established  1982 


We  have  clients  in  all 
New  England  waiting 
to  meet  YOU! 


CaU  TodAy  Ior  youR  coNfidENTiAl 
AppoiNTMENT 
Nashua,  NH  Portsmouth,  NH 

(603)  880-7625  (603)  433-4374 


•  Professional 


Hlone? 


- — 

GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores,  businesses,  counselors,  demists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social, 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc. ,  etc. ,  etc (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 


Rre  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComQuest 
has  prouided  thousands  of  gay 
men  luith  a  safe,  effectiue 
uuay  of  meeting  compatible 
friends  and  partners. 

—  No  fees  exceed  *30  — 

For  a  free  information  packet 
call  .  .  . 

EamShiaali" 

800-633-6969 


SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas, 
N.  &  S.  Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia.  Kansas,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  NeW 
Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee, 
Texas,  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut, 
Delaware,  District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station, 
NY,  NY  10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail ;  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial .  To  list  a  business  or  organization ,  or  for  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope.  Please  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Day  Books,  598A  Yonge  St.,  Toronto.  Ontario  M4Y 
1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 
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sistently  refused  to  open  their 
books  to  the  public  and  Burroughs 
is  no  exception.  Cathy  Bartlett, 
spokesperson  for  Burroughs,  told 
GCN  that  AZT  is  very  expensive  to 
produce.  She  claimed  that  Bur¬ 
roughs  has  spent  80  million  dollars 
on  research  and  development  for 
AZT.  She  also  claimed  that  the 
drug  was  clearly  proven  effective 
in  a  February  1986  study  con¬ 
ducted  by  Burroughs.  In  a  plac¬ 
ebo  group,  16  people  died  while  in 
the  AZT  group  only  one  died  in 
the  same  period  of  time.  “It  has 
been  our  experience  that  AZT 
reduces  the  mortality  rate  and  op¬ 
portunistic  infections  in  certain 
patients,”  said  Bartlett. 

Beck,  of  the  National  Coalition 
of  PWAs,  praised  a  bill  introduced 
by  Senator  Lowell  Weicker 
(R-Conn.)  that  would  provide  30 
million  dollars  in  supplemental 
funds  for  people  with  AIDS  who 
need  AZT.  “This  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction  because  it  at  least 
signifies  that  people  on  the  federal 
level  recognize  that  people  with 
AIDS  are  not  responsible  for  pay¬ 
ing  for  drugs,  especially  when  they 
are  still  on  a  trial  basis.” 

Beck  expressed  concern  that  the 
drug  be  distributed  equitably  to 
people  outside  the  gay  white  male 
populations  of  New  York  and  San 
Francisco. 

Stephen  Snider,  aide  to  Senator 


Weicker,  believes  that  the  bill  has  a 
good  chance  of  passing.  The 
Senate  must  pass  a  9.4  billion  dol¬ 
lar  appropriations  bill  before  AZT 
can  be  made  available  free  of  cost. 
“There  are  a  number  of  people 
now  receiving  AZT  for  free  on  an 
experimental  basis  that  will  not  be 
able  to  afford  the  drug  once  the  ex¬ 
periment  ends.  This  will  allow 
those  people  to  continue  their 
treatment.” 

During  a  debate  on  the  issue, 
Sen.  John  Danforth  (R-Mo.) 
argued  against  AZT  funding  on 
the  grounds  that  it  is  an  ineffective 
drug  and  draws  attention  away 
from  AIDS  education  and  re¬ 
search.  Weicker  aide  Snider  said 
that  Sen.  Weicker  can  only  rely  on 
the  “best  advice  of  the  scientific 
and  medical  community  and  that 
advice  is  that  the  drug  is 
effective.” 

Mitchell  Canton  of  the  People 
with  AIDS  Coalition  in  New  York 
agrees  with  Sen.  Danforth.  He  be¬ 
lieves  that  AZT  is  largely  ineffec¬ 
tive,  but  that  the  American 
Medical  Association  wants  to  see  a 
miracle  drug  cure  rather  than 
holistic  treatments  developed  out¬ 
side  the  U.S.  “I  want  to  know  why 
the  FDA  has  approved  only  one,  ex¬ 
tremely  toxic  drug  while  there  are 
many  more  promising  things  going 
on?  This  is  typical  of  the  way 
things  are  done  in  America  —  big 


money  for  drug  companies  and  a 
stress  on  the  miracles  of  the  scien¬ 
tific  and  medical  communities. 
Meanwhile  people  are  dying.” 

Cantor  claims  that  one-third  of 
those  who  take  AZT  get  better, 
one-third  stay  the  same  and  one- 
third  get  worse.  He  said  many 
PWAs  must  be  taken  off  the  drug 
before  they  get  better. 

Most  doctors  agree  that  the  drug 
has  dangerous  side  effects. 
According  to  Project  Inform,  a 
San  Francisco-based  education 
center,  AZT  does  cause  severe  red 
blood  cell  loss  in  many  patients 
which  can  only  be  reversed  by 
blood  transfusions.  AZT  has  also 
been  found  to  suppress  the  white 
blood  cell  count  which  can  lead  to 
bacterial  infections.  Still,  many 
doctors,  including  Dr.  Jerome 
Groopman,  a  Boston  Deaconess 
hospital  oncologist  specializing  in 
treatments  for  people  with  AIDS, 
believe  the  drug’s  benefits 
outweigh  the  dangerous  side- 
effects. 

Cantor  also  believes  that  many 
doctors  have  been  irresponsible  in 
prescribing  the  drug  without  warn¬ 
ing  their  patients  of  the  side- 
effects. 

The  National  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Task  Force  (NGLTF)  lobbied  for 
the  AZT  appropriations  bill  in 
spite  of  concerns  about  the  safety 
of  the  drug.  Urvashi  Vaid  of 


NGLTF  believes  that  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  the  PWAs  have  the  option  of 
AZT,  but  she  stressed  that  the 
drug  should  be  used  very  carefully. 
“We  all  have  to  be  very  vigilant  about 
the  drugs.  We  must  have  informed 


the  university  regarding  the  study 
has  been  a  letter  from  the  universi¬ 
ty’s  president  noting  that  the  head 
of  student  affairs  was  reviewing 
the  results. 

Cavin  has  asked  the  university 
president  to  issue  and  widely 
distribute  a  “strong  statement 
against  harassment  of  and 
discrimination  against  lesbian,  gay 
and  bisexual  people.”  In  addition, 
she  has  suggested  that  the  univer¬ 
sity  create  an  office  of  lesbian,  gay 
and  bisexual  concerns;  create  a 
lesbian  and  gay  studies  program; 
establish  specific  law  enforcement 
policies  to  address  anti-lesbian 
and  -gay  violence;  and  employ  an 
openly  lesbian  or  gay  counselor  in 
the  Mental  Health  division  of  the 
university. 

The  university  does  have  an 
employment  policy  which  bans 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
“race,  religion,  color,  national 
origin,  ancestry,  age,  sex,  sexual 


consent  by  people  with  AIDS. 
They  must  know  the  side-effects 
and  we  must  monitor  the  process 
carefully.” 

—filed  from  Boston 


orientation,  physical  or  mental 
handicaps  [and]  marital  or 
military  or  veteran  status.”  The 
statute  is  worthless  because  it  is 
not  enforced,  said  Umpierre. 

According  to  University 
spokesperson  Richard  Jerome,  of 
the  university’s  2476  full-time 
faculty  for  the  1986-1987  school 
year,  4.9  percent  are  Black,  2.3 
percent  are  Latino/a  and  29.1  per¬ 
cent  are  women. 

Umpierre  expects  legal  costs 
from  her  fight  against  Rutgers  to 
exceed  $7,000.  She  is  fundraising 
through  advance  orders  of  her  up¬ 
coming  book  The  Margarita 
Poems.  The  book,  which  Um¬ 
pierre  describes  as  a  book  of  les¬ 
bian  poems,  can  be  ordered  from 
Umpierre  at  P.O.  Box  1703,  New 
Brunswick,  N.J.  08903.  The  book 
costs  ten  dollars  and  will  be 
delivered  in  the  fall  of  1987. 

—filed  from  Boston 


Luz  Maria  Umpierre 
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LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS  ? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
$20.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car,  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment. 

J.  &S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  Street 
2670300 


IS 


UDDENBRQD 


BACK  BAY  BGDKSMITH 

Boston ’s  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  5364433 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


AMONG  FRIENDS 

For  the  Gay  -  Lesbian  -  Bisexual  Community 


Special  Programming 

FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 

1-550-9036 

Sunday,  June  21  8:00-8:45  pm 

Travelogue  “A  Gay  Tour  of  Amsterdam” 

With  your  guide  Michele  Scor  of  Travel  Management  Inc. 

Sunday,  June  28  8:00-8:45  pm 

“Share  Your  Adventures” 

Interesting  and  exciting  outdoor  trips  shared  by  gays  and  lesbians. 


For  Men  Only 

1-500-9000 

REGIONAL  BLOCKPARTIES 
EVES.  7-9  pm 

TUESDAY  So.  Shore  & 
Cape  Cod 

WEDNESDAY  Metro  West 

THURSDAY  No.  Shore, 
Lowell  &  Lawrence 

ALSO:  “THE  OVER 
30  POOL” 

EVENINGS  9-11  pm 


AMONG  FRIENDS 

CONVERSATIONAL  LINES 

FOR  MEN  ONLY 
1-550-9000 

24  hrs./day 

FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 
1-550-9000 

8-10  pm 

PRIVATE  LINES 
Serving  the  617  Area  Code 
for  .20C/ 1  min./ 

.10C  ea.  add 7  min. 


Weekly 

Discussion  Groups 

FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 
1-550-9036 

Evenings  8:30-9:15 

TUESDAY:  ‘‘Coming  Out” 
Sharing  Stories,  Asking  Questions 
WEDNESDAY:  ‘‘Spirituality” 
What  the  Goddess  Means 
THURSDAY:  ‘‘Older  Lesbians 
Confronting  Ageism 


Weekly 

Discussion  Groups 

FOR  MEN  ONLY 
1-550-9000 

Evenings  8:00-8:45 

TUESDAY: 

Issues  For  Gay  Fathers 
WEDNESDAY:  An  Opportunity 
for  Discussion  Between 
Transvestites  and  Cross  Dressers 


business  guide 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

auditing/taxes 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-ViSUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 
NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

THE  REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 

Central  America,  Gay  & 

Lesbian  lit,  etc. 

92  Green  St.,  J.P. 

(617)  522-1464 

Tues.-Fri.  12-7  Sat.,  Sun.,  12-5 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
AFFORDABLE  CATERING 
FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 
321-3475 


CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 


CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 122  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
1 24  Harvard  St.  #3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 


CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 


ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 


FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS, CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma,  02109 
1-800-352-3185 
KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 


DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1 259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 99 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

INSURANCE 

ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  ext.  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  021 15 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 

FAMILY  THERAPY 
1 0  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR  WOMEN, 

COUP#  AND  CHILDREN 

Jill  Richard,  LICSW 

1130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Square 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

776-61 58 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86V2  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH  ED.D 
Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV  counseling 
&  testing 

WINGS  THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 
6OV2  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 

(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 

641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 

DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 


PETS 

Peaceable  kingdom 

Pets,  Supplies,  Grooming 
142  South  St. 

J.P.,  MA  02130 
522-5153 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
£36-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 


REAL  estate 

'BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 18 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES  REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
351  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 


TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL,  MA  02130 
524-7565 


TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

ITA  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
370  Mystic  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02145 
776-4340 


Charles 

Ludlam 

Continued from  page  3 

ploiting  women’s  bodies.  The 
argument  might  have  carried  more 
weight  if  these  writers  had  not 
generally  indulged  in  such  “ex¬ 
ploitation”  at  the  hands  of 
heterosexual  men. 

Recently  Ludlam  had  been 
branching  out  from  his  own 
theater.  Besides  the  planned  Titus 
Adronicus,  he  also  directed  The 
English  Cat  by  Hans  Werner 
Henze  for  the  Sante  Fe  Opera,  ap¬ 
peared  in  an  episode  —  in  drag  — 
in  last  year’s  Miami  Vice,  starred 
in  Mark  Rappaport’s  Imposters 
(playing  half  of  murderous  twins 
who  don’t  look  alike),  and  had 
just  completed  work  on  The  Big 
Easy,  a  film  to  be  released  this 
summer. 

The  benefits  that  the  contemp¬ 
orary  arts  scene  has  reaped  from 
the  efforts  of  gay  people  is  in¬ 
calculable  —  and  almost  totally 
unacknowledged.  The  birth  and 
growth  of  both  off-Broadway  and 
alternative  theater  was  predicated 
on  the  energy  and  talent  of  gay 
people  and  gay  imagination.  The 
ravages  and  loss  caused  by  AIDS 
will  also  be  incalculable  and 
unacknowledged.  Charles  Lud¬ 
lam,  who  was  openly  gay  in  both 
his  life  and  his  work,  is  an  excep¬ 
tion  to  that  sad  but  true  postula¬ 
tion. 

Besides  Everett  Quinton, 
Charles  Ludlam  is  survived  by  all 
of  his  co-workers  at  the  Ridiculous 
Theatrical  Company,  the  many 
people  who  worked  with  him  in  the 
New  York  theater  scene  over  the 
past  twenty  years,  and  a  body  of 
work  which  will  be  remembered  as 
some  of  the  finest  the  U.S.  theater 
has  produced. 


ROAD  TO  SUMMER  FUN  TO  BENEFIT  THE 
AIDS  ACTION  COMMITTEE 


JULY  24th  DIONNE  WARWICK  A  BURT  BACHRACH 


JULY  29th  ANITA  BAKER 


AUGUST  24th  WHITNEY  HOUSTON 

Special  Promotions  by  KISS  108  FM 


CHOICE  SEATS  $35 
CHOICE  SEATS  WITH  VIP  RECEPTION 
FOLLOWING  THE  CONCERT  $50 
AVAILABLE  BY  MAIL  OR  PHONE  ONLY. 
CALL  266-6906 


CONCERTS 
i  common 

PRESENTED  BY 


Genuine  Draft 


Please  reserve _ Dionne  Warwick 

□  Concert  Only  □  Concert  and  Reception 

_ _ Anita  Baker 

□  Concert  Only  □  Concert  and  Reception 
_ Whitney  Houston 

□  Concert  Only  □  Concert  and  Reception 

□  Check  enclosed  payable  to  the  AIDS  Action  Committee 

□  VISA  □  MASTER  CARD  □  AMERICAN  EXPRESS 

CARD  NO _ EXPIRATION  DATE _ 

SIGNATURE _ 

NAME _ - _ 

ADDRESS _ _ _ 

PHONE _ _ _ _ 


5E:?EN  Boston  Herald  Phoenix  WfUKloum 


Mail  to  AIDS  Action  Committee,  661  Boylston  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 
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Dean  Johnson:  Selling  Hardcore  to  Hollywood 

Continued  from  page  6  ° 


geographical  boundaries? 

D:  Well,  I  think  art  has  tradi¬ 
tionally  been  political  here,  sure, 
but  also . . .  you  know  rents  are 
very  high  right  now  and  you  have 
to  be  able  not  only  to  make  a  state¬ 
ment  but  sell  it,  you  know.  You 
have  to  make  money  in  order  to 
survive  here  and  so  people  are  lear¬ 
ning  within  these  boundaries,  like, 
what  can  be  gotten  away  with,  in 
what  ways,  and  still  be  commercial 
at  the  same  time. 

G:  You  know,  a  criticism  I’ve 
heard,  and  you  can  tell  me  what 
you  think,  is  that  people  in  the 
downtown  scene  are  all,  you 
know,  upper-middle  class  people 
kind  of  slumming  for  a  while,  and 
eventually  they’ll  all  move  to 
Hackensack  or  whatever  and  lead 
pretty  normal  kind  of  lives.  And 
that  is  why  they  can  actually  af¬ 
ford  to  live  in  the  East  Village,  that 
is  a  luxury,  a  kind  of  Club  Med, 
urban  style. 

D:  Well,  that  might  be  true  for  a 
lot  of  people  moving  into  the 
neighborhood  now.  Apartments 
are  very  expensive,  and  you  have 
to  have  money  to  relocate  here  but 
it’s  not  necessarily  true  for  people 
who  have  been  here  as  long  as  I 
have. 

G:  And  how  long  has  that  been? 

D:  I  ’ve  been  in  New  York  City 
now  for  eight  years. 

A  Mix  of 

Idealism  and  Commercialism 

G:  Dean  with  your  perspective,  if 
you  were  to  analyze  cultural  and 
political  trends  today,  what  would 
you  see?  I  would  see  some  parallels 
today  with  retro  ’50s  and  ’60s 
trends  in  fashion  and  music.  And 
it  would  seem  to  me  that  there  are 
two  camps  in  our  generation.  One 
is  “ straight ”  in  their  fashion  (very 
clean-cut),  in  their  politics  (conser¬ 


vative)  and  their  sexuality. 
Another  group  is  more  interested 
in  the  ’60s;  and  I  know  I 
generalize.  This  group  has  mini¬ 
skirts,  guys  with  long  hair  and  ex¬ 
periments  with  new  drugs,  or  old 
ones  for  that  matter.  They  also 
have  a  revived  sense  of  political  ac¬ 
tivism  as  campuses  have  gotten  in¬ 
to  the  divestment  movement.  This 
group  is  the  group  I  believe  most 
queers  belong  to  at  one  level  or 
another.  In  the  art  scene,  this 
group  would  be  most  noticeable  in 
your  neighborhood.  Do  you  see  a 
confrontation  between  these  two 
modes  of  thought  in  the  future? 

D:  Well,  it’s  hard  to  say. 

G:  I  see  this  new  kind  of  politics; 
they  ’re  sort  of  ’60s  '  ‘right  on  ’  ’  and 
“with  it”  in  a  good  sense,  you 
know,  the  values  are  very  cool,  but 
there  is  this  ’80s  cynicism  thrown 
in.  So,  it’s  sort  of  like  street-smart 
but  with  idealism. 

D:  Yeah,  well,  I  mean  definite¬ 
ly,  to  be  an  idealist  in  the  ’80s  is  to 
have  a  certain  amount  of  ironic 
distance  from  what  you’re  doing, 
which  is  necessary  to  survive; 
because  you  have  to  learn  the 
lessons  of  recent  social  history. 
And  the  lesson  is  if  you  try  to  push 
people  for  too  much  too  fast,  the 
whip  comes  down,  people  either 
get  killed  or  they  get  put  in  jail  or 
they  get  chased  out  of  the  country 
and  that  is  what  will  happen  again 
if  we  actually  try  to  do  anything 
except  through  the  channels  that 
are  available  to  us  like  art,  music 
and  that  sort  of  thing. 

I  mean  there  are  political  organ¬ 
izers,  all  that  shit,  no  one  is  really 
listening  to  them;  everybody  wants 
entertainment.  So  it’s  up  to  the 
entertainers  to  educate  and  that’s 
why  I  see  music  and  film  and  video 
as  very  important. 

G:  It  reaches  people  faster. 


D:  Definitely.  You  reach  millions 
of  people.  We  can  communicate 
from  our  neighborhood  now!  We 
have  film  crews  coming  in  here  to 
make  our  movies.  I  wrote  a 
screenplay  that’s  being  produced 
by  Archive  Films. . ..  You  know, 
people  are  coming  into  the  East 
Village  to  pour  millions  of  dollars 
into  our  art,  basically,  and  to 
distribute  it  on  a  world-wide  level. 
That’s  significant.  And  that’s  why 
it’s  really  important  to  concentrate 
on  our  woflc  and  politicize  it  but 
keep  it  entertaining  because  we  are 
dealing  on  a  mainstream  commer¬ 
cial  level  now.  And  in  order  to 
reach  that  audience,  we’ve  got  to 
keep  ’em  smiling  first,  you  know 
—  it’s  a  difficult  dilemma. 

Success  Without  Selling  Out 

G:  Do  you  see  yourself  as  a 
crossover  figure?  You  said  in  your 
Voice  piece  that  you  were  sick  of 
Boy  George  who  said  he’d  rather 
have  tea  than  have  sex  and  I 
thought  that  was  very  funny  and 
true.  So  now  with  your  movie  and 
whatnot,  will  you  make  yourself 
more  acceptable,  and  mellow? 

D:  Well,  I  won’t  make  myself 
more  mellow.  It’s  more  a  question 
of  I’m  just  curious  to  see  how  far 
I’ll  be  able  to  go,  getting  away  with 
what  I’m  getting  away  with  now. 
It’s  not  my  intention  to  become 
like  Wham!  and  pretend  I’m  heter¬ 
osexual  all  of  a  sudden  like  George 
Michaels  or  whatever  his  name  is, 
but  on  the  other  hand,  I’m  curious 
to  see  just  how  open-minded  peo¬ 
ple  are  —  how  much  they  will  ac¬ 
cept  me  because  my  work  is  credi¬ 
ble  and  fun,  and  entertaining.  It’s 
just  a  question  of  will  people  get 
over  what  I’m  trying  to  say  to  them 
or  not,  and  I  just  don’t  know.  And 
so  far  I’ve  been  pleasantly  surpris¬ 
ed. 


People  have  always  responded 
very  well  to  the  Weenies  and  it’s 
really  a  phenomenon  now,  and  it’s 
just  mushrooming,  and  it  really 
looks  good.  The  material  I  always 
considered  my  most  dangerous  is 
the  stuff  that  people  want  to  buy. 
I’m  in  this  movie  they’re  shooting 
Saturday  called  Mondo  New 
York.  It’s  Hollywood  people  com¬ 
ing  to  sniff  around  and  see  if  they 
can  sell  off  a  chunk  of  New  York 
City  and  I  went  to  them  and  said  to 
them  this  song  called  “Fuck  You” 
and  they’re  featuring  it  in  their 
movie.  It  was  a  total  surprise  to  me 
but  they  love  it,  they  love 
it ! . . .  I’m  constantly  amazed  at  the 
boundaries  we  are  able  to  cross 
and  like  I  said,  I’m  confident. 

G:  Why  do  you  think  you  can 
cross  those  boundaries? 

D:  Because  I’m  really  good  at 
what  I  do;  I  write  really  good 
music  and  my  lyrics  are  very  enter¬ 
taining,  and  so  am  I.  And  my  band 
is  great. 

G:  And  it’s  talent  and  charm 
and  that  you  work  at  it. 

D:  Perseverance.  It’s  also  hav¬ 
ing  a  prime  directive,  a  sense  of 
what  you  want  to  do  with  your 
material,  where  you  want  it  to  go. 

G:  Now,  I  don’t  know  where, 
but  I  thought  I  read  someplace 
that  you  hate  disco. 


D:  Well,  I  don’t  hate  disco,  I 
don’t  think  I  would  have  said  that. 
I  love  a  lot  of  the  music  I  grew  up 
with.  I  mean  disco  was  a  sin  in  Ac¬ 
ton;  I  always  had  to  hide  my  Vil¬ 
lage  People  records  from  my 
friends,  but  I  really  liked  some  of 
that  stuff  like  Vickie  Sue  Robinson 
and  Gloria  Gaynor.  I  just  don’t 
like  a  lot  of  the  new  music  that’s 
coming  out.  I  thinks  it’s  really 
banal  and  bland  and  I  mean  disco 
isn’t  very  exciting  now  but  it  was 
when  I  was  a  kid ....  I  don’t  feel  it 
has  the  same  kind  of  spirit  and  soul 
of  the  music  that  was  coming  out 
15  years  ago. 

G:  Well,  I  think  people  tend  to 
forget  that  it  is  a  part  of  gay 
history. 

D:  Yeah,  well  I  have  a  real 
nostalgia,  but  I  think  I  got  over  it 
about  the  same  time  “Too  Many 
Men”  came  out. 

G:  Is  Boston  ready  for  Dean  and 
the  Weenies? 

D:  Well,  we  played  in  Boston 
last  August  in  a  club,  Spit/DV8; 
we’re  playing  there  again  the  night 
after  the  GCN  show.  Yeah,  the 
response  was  great  and  we’re  really 
looking  forward  to  coming  back. 
We’re  going  to  party  out  when 
we’re  there;  it’s  gay  pride 
weekend,  yahoo! 


News  Note 
Corrections 


A  typo  changed  Michael 
Swift’s  quote  in  a  news  note 
in  Vol.  14,  No.  44  entitled  “conn 
house  defeats  rights  bill.”  It 
should  have  read,  “We  shall 
sodomize  your  sons. ...” 

Also,  another  news  note  that 


week  identified  Digital  Equip¬ 
ment  Corporation  as  a  corpor¬ 
ate  sponsor  for  Boston’s  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  pride  celebration. 
In  fact,  Digital  is  an  endorser, 
not  a  sponsor  of  the  event. 


We're  out  for  freedom 

nothing  less! 


The  National  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Task  Force  is 
out  for  gay  and  lesbian 
freedom.  Freedom  to 
live  our  lives  openly 
and  proudly.  Freedom 
from  second-class 
status,  violence  and 
discrimination.  Free¬ 
dom  to  love.  And  noth¬ 
ing  less  than  freedom 
will  do. 


Anti-violence  Project 
Director  Kevin  Berrill  testifies 
before  Congress. 


The  Task  Force  Lobbies 

Congress  and  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Branch  to  push  for 
gay  and  lesbian  civil 
rights  and  for  a  balanced 
response  to  the  AIDS 
health  crisis.  NGLTF  also 
lobbies  at  the  state  level, 
in  the  private  sector, 
before  professional  orga¬ 
nizations,  unions,  reli¬ 
gious  groups,  and 
feminist  and  progressive 
groups. 


Task  Force  staff  at  work 

The  Task  Force  Works 

as  a  resource  center  for 
over  2,000  local  gay  and 
lesbian  groups,  as  a 
research  and  information 
hub  on  gay  issues,  as  a 
nerve  center  for  the  gay 
liberation  movement. 


STOP  ANTI-GAY/LESBIAN 
VIOLENCE 


Anti-violence  poster 

The  Task  Force 
Organizes 

to  end  violence,  to  repeal 
laws  that  criminalize 
gay/lesbian  sexuality,  to 
fight  stereotypes  of  gay 
people  in  the  media,  to 
press  for  the  civil  rights  of 
people  with  AIDS  and 
HIV  antibodies,  to  push 
reproductive  freedom, 
domestic  partnership  and 
much,  much  more. 


Come  out  for  freedom!  Join  us! 
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Iracation 

^,\at/o n 


Grernme 

Farm 

RFD  Box  2260,  East  Hardwick,  VT  05836 
(802)  533-7772 

For  that  special  country  vacation, 
we  have  it  all! 

Horseback  riding  on  our 
own  gentle  horses. 

Hiking,  canoeing,  windsurfing  and  swimming  nearby. 
Mid-week  and  week-long  discounts. 


OPEN  YEAR  ’ROUND 


— 

We  are  your  lifestyle...  Come  travel  with  usl 


YraV&f 
Management,  Inc. 


Not  the  biggest, 
iust  the  best. 


GAY  AMSTERDAM 

1  week  packages  from  $644  to  $734 

Above  rates  include  roundtrip  air,  hotel 

and  transfer,  p.p.do _ 

SUPER  SAVER! 

KEY  WEST . $203RT 

25  Huntington  Ave.  •  Suite  505 
Copiey  Square  (right  above  Chaps)  •  424-1908 


WOMEN  INNKEEPERS 


Women-Ownert  &  Operated 
GUESTHOUSE 

18  Pearl  Street— Box  22 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 
617-487-2210 


Holiday  Shores  £Motel 


SEASON:  (617)  487-9175 
P.O.  BOX  614  RTE.  6A  BEACHPOINT 
PROVINCETOWN,  MA  02657 


% 


J) 


% 


lady  Jane’s  Inn 

Private  baths  -  Parking  -  617-487-3387 
7  Central  St.  Provincetown,  MA  02567 


4 


3ftabentooob 

Guest  Rooms  &  Apartments  (617)  487-3203 

462  Commercial  Sired.  Provincetown.  MA  02657 


A  place  for  those  special  affairs  Open  All  Year 


illcr  Inrv 


82  Bradford  St. 
Provincetown,  MA 
(617)487-2213 

Open  All  Year 


rs~p 


Cable  TV  &  Coffee 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 

Open  Year  Round 


Gabriel's 

1 04  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-3232 


.sWINDAMAR  HOUSE*. 

**  »  f  617-487-0599  r 


617-487-0599 

568  Commercial  Street 


Open  Year 
Round 

(617)  487-9029 


Bed  &  Breakfast  bin 

160  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
617-487-2283 

CHECr’EE  INN 

25  Winthrop  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
Guest  Rooms  &  Apartments 


fine  dining 
&  lodging 


487-1443 


487-2511  RSPflSIA»>  ffi) 
31  Pearl  St./  Provincetown  02657 


a  new  free 
service  to 
Provincetown 

let  us  take  care  of  all 
your  reservation  needs 

Provincetown 

Reservation 

System 

call  collect  617487-2400 

Guesthouses,  inns,  hotels 
restaurants,  shows 

Why  sleep  on  the  beach  when 
we’re  within  reach? 


THE  INN  •  two  village  square 


Ocean  view  guesthouse  with 
sundeck,  pool,  exerciseroom. 
Wooded  setting  overlooking 
the  village.  Walk  to  shops, 
beach,  restaurants,  piano  & 
dance  bars.  1987  Brochure  - 
(207)  646-5779 


PO  Box  864-  OG  UNQUIT,  ME  03907 


rlf) 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 

5  Standish  Street 

Provincetown,  Massachusetts  02657 
OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 

Comfortable,  Attractive  Rooms  with  Private  Baths, 
Cable  Televisions,  Refrigerators,  and  Parking 

Near  Restaurants,  Clubs,  and  Public  Transportation 
to  New  York  and  Boston. 

Hosts:  Martin  Bettencourt  &  Dennis  Balog 
Telephone:  1617)  487-1319 


Feminist  Gifts  $  Handcrafts  By  and  For  Women 


Jewelry  Records  much 

Books  Clothing  “  more 


373  Commercial  St.  Box  190  Provincetown,  Ma.  02657  (617)  487-2501 


Smut  Forum 

Continued  from  page  7 
City.  She  introduced  herself  say¬ 
ing,  “I  am  47  years  old;  I  am  a  big- 
assed  Jewish  woman  from  the 
Bronx  who  came  out  as  a  femme  in 
1958.  I  have  also  been  battling  a 
chronic  debilitating  illness  for 
eight  years.  As  soon  as  I  write 
these  words  I  want  to  write  a  sex 
story.  And  here  is  where  I  will 
begin.” 

As  is  her  custom  when  speaking 
about  sex,  Nestle  appeared  wear¬ 
ing  a  tight  black  slip  and  stockings. 
Her  presentation  was  a  very  per¬ 
sonal  and  moving  one,  and  she 
spoke  with  an  elegance  and  humor 
that  had  the  audience  mesmerized. 
She  related  the  history  behind  the 
first  time  she  wore  the  black  slip  in 
public  (“knowing  that  as  a 
feminist  I  should  not  feel  shame, 
but  I  did”).  She  was  45  at  the  time 
and  preparing  for  a  party  to  be 
held  in  what  was  usually  a  men’s 
bar  in  Manhattan  that  was  to  be 
for  that  evening  a  “sexually  open 
space”  for  lesbians.  Hiding  herself 
in  a  corner  of  the  bar,  Nestle  was 
approached  by  a  woman  who  told 
her,  “You  look  wonderful.”  Since 
then,  she  has  worn  the  slip  in 
public  as  “a  testament  of  courage 
for  all  women”  whose  bodies  are 
not  society’s  image  of  perfection. 

Nestle  particularly  focused  on 
femmes  as  “the  unseen,”  the  least 
understood,  and  most  judged 
group  of  lesbians.  Many  femmes 
in  the  audience  spoke  up  at  the  end 
of  her  presentation  to  thank  her 
for  bringing  femme  sexuality  out 
of  the  closet.  One  woman,  a 
femme  who  writes  and  publishes 
pornography  under  a  pen  name, 
stood  up  to  urge  others  to  do  the 
same.  She  referred  to  her  writing 
as  “putting  your  stuff  out  there,” 
explaining  that  for  her  and  a> 
former  lover  “stuff”  was  a 
euphemism  for  their  genitals. 

Nestle  also  spoke  vehemently  on 
the  feminist  debates,  saying  “in 
true  McCarthy  fashion”  we  are 
being  “branded  traitors  to  our 
own  people.”  Saying  that  her 
erotic  life  is  her  form  of  resistance 
to  oppression,  she  urged  all 
women  to  write  porn  and  not  to 
bury  their  sexual  desire  in  the 
privacy  demanded  by  the 
mainstream. 

Later  in  response  to  a  question 
from  the  audience  regarding  the 
“porn  wars”  (“Is  there  hope  for 
the  feminist  movement?”)  she  ad¬ 
ded,  “I  do  not  believe  that  all 
women  are  my  friends.”  She  said 
she  is  not  afraid  of  division  in  the 
movement  and  “will  not  walk  the 
same  road  with  them  [the 
Dworkin/McKinnon  faction].” 
Unfortunately  there  was  no  one  in 
the  audience  to  disagree  with  her, 
further  exemplifying  Hoffman’s 
earlier  point  that  women  are  no 
longer  talking  to  each  other  about 
these  issues,  but  rather  dividing 
and  sub-dividing  to  engage  in 
dialogue  with  only  those  who 
share  the  same  point  of  view. 

AIDS  was  also  a  concern  among 
the  women  present.  They  were 
given  some  impromptu  safe  sex  in¬ 
formation  from  panelists  on  the 
use  of  dental  dams,  surgical 
gloves  and  condoms  on  dildoes  to 
prevent  infection,  though  no  one 
seemed  too  well-informed  on  the 
hows  and  whys  of  transmission 
woman-to-woman.  Nestle  made  a 
broad  statement,  “AIDS  is  a 
disease  and  will  be  cured,”  that 
was  hardly  reassuring  or  be¬ 
lievable.  One  woman  stood  up  and 
asked  who  in  the  audience  was  ac¬ 
tually  practicing  safe  sex,  no  one 
responded. 

Sunday’s  forum  was  a  positive  • 
experience  for  all,  and  Bad  At¬ 
titude  should  be  applauded  for 
their  perseverance  in  putting  the 
panel  together.  We  as  lesbians  do 
not  often  (some  of  us  ever)  have 
the  opportunity  to  meet  in  large 
groups  and  talk  openly  about  sex¬ 
uality  in  settings  that  encourage 
dialogue  and  expand  our  vision  of 
ourselves.  It  is  hoped  that  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  this  panel  will  prompt  Bad 
Attitude  and  other  organizations 
to  offer  more  of  the  same. 
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PERSONALS 


HAPPY,  HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 
SWEET  BABOOLA! 


J46) 


WEAB-LE  0‘MINE 

This  is  too  beautifully  inconceivable... 
still.  Trumpets  have  been  blowing  now 
for  eight  months!  I  hope  that  I  can 
make  your  senior  year  as  happy  as 
you've  made  mine.  Swamped. _ (46) 

HEALTH  CONSCIOUS 
GAY  MEN  AND  LESBIANS;  Do  you 
want  HONEST  Friendships  or  a  DEEP¬ 
LY  SATISFYING  Relationship  in  the 
future?  Discover  CONNECTION,  Ltd.* 
WE  ARE  NEW  ENGLANDS  ONLY  GAY 
OWNED  &  STAFFED  DATING  NET¬ 
WORK.  We  UNDERSTAND  and  IDEN¬ 
TIFY  with  the  needs  of  OUR  COMMUNI¬ 
TY.  The  experienced  and  attentive  staff 
at  CONNECTION,  Ltd.  will  put  you  in 
touch  with  SINCERE  people  who  share 
your  Values  and  Goals  in  the 
future. CON  FIDENTIAL,  PROFE- 
SIONAL,  SELECTIVE.  Call  today-  You’ll 
thank  yourself  for  discovering  CON¬ 
NECTION  IN  NEW  ENGLAND:  (617) 
723-2021. _ (47) 

LONELY  AND  LOOKING 
If  gay  lifestyle  is  new  for  you  &  you 
don't  want  to  join  grps  or  the  G  com¬ 
munity  to  meet  women,  then  let's  meet. 
I  am  a  GWF  40's  seeks  quiet  sincere 
feminine  women  like  self  for  gd  times 
frndship  &  maybe  more.  Hoping  for 
monagamous  relationship-no  drugs 
occ  ale.  Box  901  Billerica  MA  01821.(46) 

CASSETTE  RECORDER/RADIO 

If  you’ve  got  a  working  cassette 
machine  or  a  small  radio  you’d  like  to 
contribute  to  GCN  (for  recording 
stories  from  faraway  places  &  to  keep 
us  humming...)  please  call  Mike 
(426-4469)  or  drop  by  62  Berkeley  Street 
(between  Tremont  &  Columbus) 
Thanks! _ (£7) 

Attractive  &  romantic  GWF,  23,  is  look¬ 
ing  for  a  sincere  relationship.  If  you 
love  to  be  spontaneous  and  fun,  yet  en¬ 
joy  the  quiet  and  relaxing  times  as  well, 
then  write  Box  213. _ (47) 

WOMEN  GOLFERS 

Are  you  sick  of  old  men  with  plaid 
pants?  L  twosome  sks  Boston  area 
women  to  play  golf.  Box  214. _ (46) 

WANTED:  TANNING  COMPANION 
LF  32  sks  spontaneous  single  same 
political  feminist  30+  to  join  in  my 
summer  loves:  Gardening  biking,  swim¬ 
ming,  outdoor  music,  listening  &  star 
counting.  Photo  of  self  and/or  cat  re¬ 
quested  but  not  esential.  Write  box 
1175,  JP  021 30. _ (46) 

Clncut,  clnshavn;  working  GWM  18-26 
or  studnt  wntd  as  houseboy/even  lover! 
Own  lux  room,  cable  TV,  air,  tone,  off 
street  prkng,  ww  on  MBTA  line  (Bost). 
No  smokng,  Abs  safe  sex!  436-4533. 
Bob. _ (15.17) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks.  Swimmers.  Athletes.  Outcalls 
now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Also  hiring.  Earn 
$60  +  /hr.  Work  in  any  city.)  Call  Scott  at 
215-545-1238. _ (48) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AIDS  ANXIETY  GROUP 

Now  forming  in  Brookline 
Individual  counseling  also  available 
Call  Christopher  Gaynor,  M.A. 
or  Rosalie  Brown,  Ed.D  277-4360  (46) 

NASTY  POLITICS 

Unbelievably  filthy  but  politically  cor¬ 
rect  videos,  pix,  newsletter.  Head/body 
shaves,  bondage,  enemas,  SM,  TT,  VA 
fetishes  galore.  All  male,  all  nasty,  all 
hot,  but  all  safer  sex.  Free  personal 
ads,  free  info:  TR  Witomski,  41  Bon- 
naire,  Toms  River,  NJ  08757.  Models, 
writers,  artists,  lawyers  wanted:$$$ 
_ (15.20) 

EDITORIAL  HELP. 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer 
correspondence,  perform  general  office 
tasks.  Time  commitment:  2  hrs  weekly 
minimum.  Weekdays  &  Thurs.  and  Fri. 
nights;  possible  take  home  work.  Call 
Loie,  426-4469. _ (C) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 

OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 
We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and 
welcome  contact  from  other  Jewish 
Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust  Sur¬ 
vivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled 
for  November  13th-16th,  in  upstate  New 
York.  A  partners  group  has  also  been 
formed  for  lesbian  women  who  are  in 
relationship  with  JLDHS.  Membership 
is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For 
information,  write  Box  6194,  Boston, 
MA  021 14  or  call  (617)  321-4254.  (50) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  is  looking  for  a 
volunteer  to  write  news  notes.  News 
writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Stephanie  at 
426-4469  for  more  info. _ _ (C) 


D/wo 

llEXTfl 
crafts 
june  I 
uCamt 
■Camb 


'WOMEN’S  CRAFT  MARK 

\  EXTRAVAGANZA!  Fine  arts  and 
crafts,  live  music,  refreshments, 
june  20  from  noon  to  5pm.  Old 
|Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
Cambridge.  lnfo:324-6822 


HELP  WANTED 

DISABLED  LESBIAN  NEEDS 
ATTENDANT 

Mon.  8:30am  thru  Weds.  8:30am  (48 
hours)  $140  clear  for  48  hour  shift. 
I  am  paralysed  from  the  neck  down.  I 
need  attendants.  I  prefer  to  hire  Les¬ 
bians.  Most  women  who  work  for  me 
stay  an  average  of  1-2  years.  This 
means  I  need  to  fill  at  least  2-3  posi¬ 
tions  a  year.  I  need  women  now  and  will 
need  more  women  over  the  next  year.  I 
need  women  who  will  be  my  body  and 
help  me  do  my  art,  accompany  me  on 
speaking  engagements,  write  for  me, 
help  me  draw  with  my  mouth,  feed  me, 
dress  and  toilet  me,  all  under  my  direc¬ 
tion.  If  you  have  a  drivers  license,  are 
able  to  lift  110  lbs.,  are  a  light  sleeper, 
non-smoker,  responsible  and  able  to 
follow  directions,  and  are  interested  in 
(earning  new  skills,  please  call  Connie 
Panzarino  at  524-0921 ,  _ (45) 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

American  Friends  Service  Committee 
seeks  Exective  Director  for  30  -  staff 
New  England  Regional  Office.  Reponsi- 
ble  for  overall  personnel  and  budget  ad¬ 
ministration,  program  development  and 
public  interpretation  of  national  and 
regional  AFSC  work.  Requires  com¬ 
patibility  with  Quaker  philosophy; 
demonstrated  supervisor,  financial 
management,  and  communication 
skills;  organizing  experience  with 
social  change/community/religious 
groups.  Call  for  application:  Phyllis 
Cohen,  AFSC,  2161  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02140;  (617)  661-6130.  AFSC 
is  an  AA/EO  employer  and  encourages 
applications  from  women,  people  of 
color,  lesbian  and  gay  people,  han- 
dicapped  people  and  ex-prisoners.  (46) 

ATTENDANT  NEEDED 
GWM  in  wheelchair  looking  for  atten¬ 
dant  9  hours/week,  $6.30/hour.  No  ex- 
perience  needed.  Call  262-6632.  (47) 


SERVICES 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care 
•Sports  Medicine 

•  Diagnosis  &  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office 
Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD- 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brooklirii  232- 1459 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 

$35 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


PUBLICATIONS 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the 
National  coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  an¬ 
nouncements  of  interest  to  the  national. 
Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community.. 
Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4 
issues)  $10.  To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  930 
F  Street,  NW  no  514,  Wash.,  DC  20004. 
Black/Out:  Because  silence  is  costly. 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114.  _ (V15.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  an  '  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs’  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $1 1/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
MA  02143,  (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism,  Spirituality,  and  Politics,” 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues;  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238,  telephone  (61 7)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertain¬ 
ment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus 
timely  sexual  advice  and  news  colums. 
We  are  quarterly,  national,  unique  and 
provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94142. _ (ex) 


HELP  WANTED _ 

PROVINCETOWN 

Houseperson  wanted  clean,  depen¬ 
dable.  Room,  salary,  good  tips,  40 
hrs/wk,  now  until  November  20.  Guest 
house.  Call  10:30-7:30  487-0094.  Water- 
ship  Inn,  _ (48) 

Tired  of  agency  scene?  F/T  graphic 
designer  for  Syracuse  Cultural 
Workers,  publisher/distributor  of  visual 
arts  related  to  peace,  human  liberation 
and  justice.  SOW  is  a  non-profit,  part 
business,  part  movement.  Three  years 
professional  studio  experience, 
knowledge  of  all  pre-press  prep,  good 
type  and  lay  out  skills.  $14K  + 
benefits.  Hard  work  w/great  reward. 
Creative,  dynamic  and  highly  produc¬ 
tive  environment.  Resume  and  ex¬ 
amples  of  work  (slides  preferred(  tc 
SWC,  attn:  Amy  E.  Bartell,  Box  6367, 
Syracuse,  NY  13217.  (315)  474-1132.  (46) 

Live-in  -  Strong,  kind,  clean,  capable, 
honest,  dependable,  good  humored, 
gentle  person  to  help  w/personal  care 
of  disabled  but  mentally  &  verbally  alert 
lady.  Household  chores,  cooking,  flex 
time  off.  Love  of  animals  -  driver’s  lie, 
refs,  a  must.  Salary  negot.  PO  Box  148 
Waban,  MA  02168. _ (47) 

HOUSECLEANER 

Reliable  person  to  work  w/me.  Pay  up 
to  $10  p/h  Four-five  dy  work  week.  Must 
have  profesional  attitude  &  a  sense  of 
humor.  628-1175.  Lvmsg. _ (47) 

STATE  REGISTERED  FAMILY 

DAY  CARE  ON  BEACON  HILL 
I  need  a  substitute  teacher  part  time 
and  for  3  weeks  this  summer  full  time. 
Call  weekdays  between  8am  &  11am  to 
schedule  an  interview.  Ask  for  Barb. 
523-3773. _ (47) 

GAY/LESBIAN  MARCH  ORGANIZER 

-  WANTED 

FT  organizer  for  Lesbian/Gay  march  on 
Washington.  Starts  July  1.  $320/week. 
Facilitate  volunteer  coordination, 
outreach,  transportation,  fundraising, 
media.  Send  cover  letter  and/or  resume 
detailing  relevant  exp.  to  Boston  March 
on  Wash.  Comm.,  Suite  790,  104 
Charles  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114  by  June 
15. _ (46) 

DORRWAR  BOOKSTORE 
In  Providence  Rl  seeks  permanent  full 
time  staff  person  to  comanage  its 
collectively-run  socialist/feminist 
store.  Hrs  10-6  Mon-Fri,  $12,000  to  start 
&  benefits.  Call  401-521-3230. _ 146) 


Executive  Director 

SAGE:  Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment 

Non-profit  agency  serving  lesbian/gay  seniors  seeks 
dynamic  individual  with  vision  and  excellent  admin¬ 
istrative  and  fundraising  skills.  Develop  programs, 
supervise  staff  of  9,  manage  $750,000  budget, 
represent  organization  in  public  and  in  the  media. 
Requires  fundraising  experience,  knowledge  of  the 
lesbian/gay  community,  sensitivity  to  ageing  issues. 
Ability  to  work  with  volunteers.  Excellent  leadership 
and  communications  skills.  Equal  opportunity; 
seniors  encouraged  to  apply.  Send  resume  and 
salary  history  to: 

Search  Committee 
SAGE 

208  W.  13th  St. 

New  York,  NY  10011 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

Full  Charge  Bookkeeper:  Responsible  for  all  bookkeeping  functions 
through  financial,  payables,  payroll,  and  computerized  accounting 
system.  Experience  preferred.  Send  resume  to  the  attention  of  the 
Business  Manager. 

Business  Manager:  Oversee  and  implement  fiscal  policy  and  pro¬ 
cedure,  contract  invoicing/maintenance,  and  computerized  account¬ 
ing  system.  Previous  financial  management/accounting  experience 
preferred.  Send  resume  to  the  attention  of  the  Business  Manager. 

Patient  Services  Clerk:  Dependable,  organized,  ethusiastic,  & 
personable  person  for  patient  services  department.  FT  with  benefits. 
Call  David  at  267-0900. 

Cleaning/Maintenance  Person:  Energetic,  compulsive  person  need¬ 
ed  to  clean  &  do  maintenance  work  at  community  health  center.  Early 
mornings  or  evenings,  16-20  hours  per  week.  Call  Heather  at 
267-0900. 


Full  benefits,  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
ECHO  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE. 


APT. 

ZIP 


PHONE  t 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

i 

1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


or  part  thereof: 


Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

Business 

7.00 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Business 

_ X 

.75 

Non-Business 

_ X 

.50 

TOTAL 

_ Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 

or  part  thereof:  _ _ x  12.00  =  ____ 


TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  = 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 
SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10%  = 
15%  = 
20%  = 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL 
CLASSIFIED  ADS. 

Return  this  form  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 
L  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 
L  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

2  JP  LF’s  seeks  3rd  for  2  BR  apt.  nr 
Orange  line.  Animal  lover,  veg.  alc/drug/ 
smoke-free.  $250  incl  util,  w/d.  Margo, 
Wanda:  522-3816. _ (47) 

LF  seeks  F  for  2  bd.,  great  loc.,  2  mis 
from  Harv.  Sq.  Avail  8/1.  Rent  $262.50, 
pi.  ut,  sec.  dep.  No  drugs,  pets.  Call 
Ginny  926-3474. _ (47) 

Great  location! 

That’s  right.  You  could  live  in  the  South 
End  in  a  spac  tnhs  having  yr  own  rm 
and  access  to  kitchen,  w/d  &  friendly 
people.  $400/mo  incl  util.  No  first  or  last 
mths  rent.  Call  Deborah  or 
Paul/424-8643.  Avail  July  15. _ (47) 

JP  ROOMMATE  WANTED 
LF  30+  share  spacious  pleasant  apt 
with  porch,  garden,  nr  T,  warm,  stable, 
considerate,  independent  living.  No 
drugs,  alcohol,  smoking  please.  Call 
522-3239.  $250+ low  util.  Summer 
sublet  considered,  also. _ (47) 

LF  36,  friendly,  independent  seeks' 
same  for  non  smoke/drug  Roslindale 
apt.  6  rooms,  porch  parking,  T.  $312  +  . 
522-2165 _ (47) 

Summer  share  sought  by  GM  39,  work¬ 
ing  in  city  July  and  August. 
(201)226-8600  or  (603)  436-8256.  (*46) 

CENTRAL  SQUARE 

2  women  seek  3rd  for  cozy,  cooperative 
apartment,  nr  Cent.  Sq.  T.,  for  July  1. 
$200  incl.  heat.  Spanish  &  English 
speaking  hh.  Call  Before  11  a.m.  or 
after  5:30  p.m.:  491-1 124. _ (46) 

NATICK  2BR  APT  TO  SHARE 
Prof  LF  straight  appearing,  looking  for 
same  to  pay  $320/month  plus  elec  incl 
ht&htwtr.  Close  to  major  rtes.  Near 
Lake  &  gd  biking.  Call  653-3984.  (47) 

LF  35  seeks  LF  to  share  apt  in  Lesbian 
owned  home  10  min  from  JP.  Wdflrs, 
Indry  $300+  .  No  drugs  or  pets.  Near  T, 
avail  6/1.  Call  to  talk.  522-1526.  (47) 

LF  31  &  2  cats  Ikg  for  feminist  woman 
to  shr.  Ige,  sunny  apt.  w/bkyd  in  W. 
Som.  Friendly,  resp  &  neat.  No 
smke/pets  pis.  $275  +  .  Call  Eileen 
628-6133. _ (46) 

2L  seek  3rd  for  Somerville  apt.  2nd  fl, 
sunny.  Looking  for  non-smoker,  21 +, 
responsible  &  FRIENDLY.  Rent  $285  + 
utils.  Call  628-7744  9-3pm  wkdays.  (46) 
VICTORIAN  BRIGHTON 
Share  our  ge  home,  sundeck,  w&d, 
near  T.  quiet,  on-street  pkg.  No  smok¬ 
ing  or  pets.  2  rooms  $225-275  for  single 
L.  $450  for  L  couple  plus  utils.  254-5929. 

_ (M6) 

ARLINGTON/MASS  AVE 

2  L  sk  3rd  for  Ig  sunny,  friendly  apt. 
Washer/dryer,  porch,  fireplace.  For  July 
1.  $290  plus  util.  Julie/Cathy,  648-4107. 
Keep  trying. _ (C) 

Allston  cooperative  home  sks  woman 
any  age,  race,  country  or  sexuality. 
$160.  Please  call  us  at  254-1978,  (46) 

2  LF,  2  cats  skg  LF  for  JP  living. 
Hrdwood  floors,  sunny  1  block  T.  Quiet, 
clean,  independ,  household.  No  smoke, 
pets  pis.  $270  incl.  Avail  7/1.  524-1108. 

_ (47) 

3  L’s  seek  4th  to  share  home  in  Som. 

Large,  light  apt  on  2nd  floors  w/yard  & 
sundeck.  We  have  2  cats;  no  more  pis. 
$340  +  ,  623-5985/253-0559. _ (46) 

COUNTRY  HOME  AVAIL  NOW 
2LF  seek  1  LF  for  spacious  2  BR  hse  in 
Holden.  Lots  of  land,  garden  space, 
storage  in  Bsmt,  w/d,  fireplace.  Hve  pet 
would  consder  another.  $350/mo  incl 
util.  Call  829-9531.  Pis  Iv  mes. _ (46) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  ROOMMATE 
3  LFs  seeek  4th  to  share  spacious,  2fl 
beautiful  home  for  6/1  or  7/1.  Semi 
coop,  friendly,  no  drugs,  ale.  No  more 
pets,  pis.  Call  522-9094.  $210  (.46) 

SOUTH  END 

Sober  GWM  prof  29  seek  1  or  2  to  share 
enormous  htd  apt  w/frplc,  w/d,  merwv, 
d.w.  in  S.E.  near  Mass  Ave  &  on  T. 
$400-275  +  Vi-1/3  utils  +  sec  dep.  THIS 
IS  NOT  A  SEX  AD!  No  drinking  or  durgs. 

I  smk  cigs  and  have  a  cat.  Prefer 
12-stepper.  If  intrstd,  call  Dave 
266-831 1 ,  Leave  msg  on  machine.  (46) 

SEEKING  INTERDEPENDENCE 
LF33  seeks  LF  28  +  for  Irge  2  bdrm  near 
Ball/Davis  Sq  Somerville  2  prehs  yd, 
tree-lined  st  no  cigs,  subst  abuse  neat. 
12  step  welcome  as  is  a  desire  for  a 
home.$325  +  .  Colleen  days  492-2071, 
•eve  666-0934, _ (46) 


*v/W 


HOUSING  WANTED 

2  GM  &  cats  seek  apt  or  small  house  in 

W  Mass,  commuting  distance  to 
Amherst.  Call  Brian  (617)  576-6719  or 
Larry  (617)  576-1054. _ (£6) 

LF  (quiet)  seeks  1  bedroom  in  apt 

w/other  LF’(s)  or  GM  for  summer  in 
Boston  area  near  T.  Call  Jennifer 
1-546-2090  or  Iv  message. _ (£46) 

APARTMENTS _ 

Dorchester:  6  rm  2  bdrm  1st  fir  remod 
kitch  &  bath  new  furn/plum/elec  secure 
owner  occ  bldg  $55/mo  no  utls. 
282-1196  after  7pm. _ (49) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Call  1-805-687-6000 
Ext.GH-1437  for  current  repo  list.  (47) 

SUMMER  RENTALS 

PROVINCETOWN 

2  bedroom  condo,  excellent  location  in 
heart  of  town,  convenient  walk  to 
everywhere.  $750/week.  Call  today,  Bill 
or  David:  485-9668. _ (46) 

Monhegan  Is.  ME.  2BR,  2Bath,  full  kit¬ 
chen.  Gas/kersone  lights.  $350/wk. 
July/Aug.  Not  the  Ritz.  203-456-4702 
eves.  203-429-8673  days.  _ (46) 

«•••••••••••••••••••• 

PROVINCETOWN  • 

J  CONDO  FOR  RENT  2  BDRM,  Iv-  • 

•  kit.  combr,  2  min  walk  priv.  ^ 

•  beach.  $400  wk  June  &  Sept.  • 

?  $450  July  &  Aug.  Eve  • 
2  617-685-9104.  (47)  • 

:•••••••••••••••••••* 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

DORCHESTER  CONDO 

Only  $60,000  for  5  rooms  on  second 
floor  of  Lesbian  3  family.  Nice  apt 
needs  cosmetic  work,  comes  with  a 
garage.  436-2122. _ (46) 

SPECTACULAR  TOWNHOUSE! 
Solid  Victorian  brick  construction 
w/high  quality  1980’s  update.  One  fam. 
4  Br,  2Vj  ba  gourmet  eat-in  kit.  fireview 
woodstove  on  round,  raised,  brick  &  tile 
hearth  in  airy  Ivg.  rm.  Sep  dng.  rm.,  sklit 
2nd  fl.  Huge  walkout  bsmnt.  to  Ig. 
patioed  yd.  Ample  storage.  Pkg.  Best 
location  in  Brighton.  Walk  to  3  T  lines, 
XBus,  shopping.  Quiet  one  way  st. 
$265,000.861-0648. _ (46) 

RESORTS _ 

LESBIAN  BED  &  BREAKFAST 

Room  in  Southampton,  L.l.  &  apt  in 
NYC.  (No  smokers  please)  Available  for 
wknds  &  wkly  rentals.  Reasonable 
rates.  (718)  625-2653. _ (15,4) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights 
by  a  crackling  fire.  Peace  &  privacy  on 
100  beautiful  acres.  Charming  guest 
rooms.  Gracious,  common  areas.  Hik¬ 
ing.  golf,  tennis,  antiquing  nearby.  The 
Highlands  Inn,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem 
NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  & 
Judith,  innkeepers. _ (15.11) 

CHECK’ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECKER  INN 
Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  park¬ 
ing.  Apartments  also  available.  1  block 
to  bay,  open  year’round.  487-9029,  25 
Winthrop  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657  (46) 

LADY  JANE’S  INN  —  P’TOWN 
Newly  built  &  ideally  located.  Private 
baths  &  spacious  rooms.  Separate  out¬ 
side  entrances.  Free  parking  &  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast.  Common  area  with 
TV  &  VCR.  Tel.  (617)  487-3387  or  write  to 
7  Central  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657.  (48) 

SWEET  CAROLINE 

A  new  women’s  guest  house  right 
around  the  corner  from  Duval  Street  in 
Historic  Key  West.  Patricia  Major,  MD, 
owner.  529  Caroline  Street,  Key  West, 
FL,  33040,  or  call  (305)  296-5173.  (49) 

iniiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimimiiiiiiiiiiiM 


Check  out  GCN 

WllllllllMIIIIIIIMIIIIIllllliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiiiil 


GCN  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Prisoner  Project 
We  send  free  GCNs,  books 
(when  they  are  donated,  and 
money  for  postage  is 
available),  and  run  free  pen¬ 
pal  ads.  (There 's  sometimes  a 
long  waiting  list  because  of 
limited  space.)  If  you  can 

I  help  with  your  time  or  a  con¬ 
tribution  of  gay/lesbian  or 
other  paperbacks,  please  call 
Mike  at  GCN,  426-4469  or 
drop  by,  62  Berkeley  St, 
Boston  MA  02116  (near  Back 
Bay  Sta. -Orange  line;  Arl¬ 
ington  Sta. -Green  line). 


The  Special  Supplement  on 
LESBIANS  IN  PRISON 
will  (!)  come  out  (in  July  we 
hope).  Everything  takes 
longer  through  walls....  _ 


II  had  6  people  respond  to  my  first  ad 
several  months  ago,  but  they  all  seem  to 
have  dropped  off  the  face  of  the  earth.  If 
people  are  not  going  to  be  sincere,  why  do 
they  bother  to  answer  someone’s  ad  in  the 
first  place?  I’d  like  to  try  again.  Very  lone¬ 
ly,  sincere,  32  yr  old  gay  man  wishing 
nothing  more  than  friendship  and  com¬ 
munication.  Age,  race  and  sex  not  a  con- 
cern  to  me.  Life  is  short.  One  can  never 
have  enough  real  friendship.  All  it  would 
cost  to  see  if  we  would  hit  it  off  with  a 
friendly  conversation  is  to  put  your  pen  to 
paper.  Edward  BUBBENMAYER, 


Prisoners  &  Drugs 
Fight  ‘Tardive  Dyslexia’.  If 
you  are  a  prisoner  or  mental 
patient  that  has  been  fed 
antipsychotic  drugs  (Haldol, 
Prolixin,  etc)  and  you  are  not 
‘psychotic’  and  weren’t  warn¬ 
ed  about  TD,  a  movement 
disorder  that  almost  a 
million  Americans  have, 
•lease  write  your  story  and 
iow  it  affects  your  health  to: 
Tardive  Dyslexia  Law  Pro¬ 
ject,  600  E.  Pine  St,  Seattle 
WA  98122.  We’re  working  on 
a  class  action  lawsuit; _ 


C 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

522-0826 

_ ,  (15.20) 

MICROBUS  MOVING 

small  moves 

CAREFUL  &  COURTEOUS 

522-6513 

_ _ (4?) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  »he  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (1) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 
(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


i!) 


JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 

Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (1^3) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321  7037  or  322  7373  Pat 
_ (VI  4.46) 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
-  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
’  LIC  and  INS. 

236-1848 

ORGANIZATIONS 

DOB 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  evpry 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (V14.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 

_  (V14.15) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  6AY 
AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and 
under.  Wednesday  night  general 
meeting  from  7:30  to  9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:30;  Women's  meeting  at  6. 

Call  497-8282  for  info, _ (32) 

PROJECT  TRUTH/FREE  WILL 
Info  packet  on  police  abuse  of 'gay 
teens,  and  ways  it  can  be  stopped.  1  yr 
membership  $20.  Info  $2  (for  postage  & 
printing)  to:  Project  TRUTH/Free  Will, 
PO  Box  244,  Paramus,  NJ  07653-0244. 
_ (15.9) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 
_ _ (VI  5.23) 


Straight  looking  country  guy  into 
other  cowboys.  Write  for  friendship. 
Reagon  M.  BROXSON,  420416, 
Wynne  Farm,  Huntsville  TX  77349. 

I’m  due  out  of  here  in  '89.  I'm  aware 
that  things  have  changed  on  the 
streets  since  '74  when  I  came  in. 
Some  people  in  here  are  plain  gay. 
(like  me),  others  are  confused  about 
their  feelings  and  can  make  trouble 
for  the  rest  of  us!  I'm  originally  from 
Arkansas  and  have  been  appreciative 
of  GCN  helping  me  do  my  time  (less 
lonely).  If  someone  would  like  to  talk 
to  about  the  outside  gay  life  etc.  Jim 
CODY,  257061,  Box  520  (IMU),  Walla 
Walla  WA  99362. _ 

I  wonder  if  you’ve  got  any  books  of  i 
poems  or  love  stories  I  could  read.  I’m 
in  isolation  here  and  there’s 
NOTHING  AT  ALL  to  do!  I’d  like  to 
write  if  someone  wants  to.  I’m  not 
looking  for  any  money  etc.;  just  some 
conversation.  Charles  DEPIERRO, 
Box  AG-82A6068,  Fallsburg  NY  12733 

Gay-Bi  male  looking  for  someone  to 
write.  I  enjoy  fishing,  camping  and 
most  any  outdoor  sport.  Like  to  hear 
from  both  level  headed  and  kinky!  Bil¬ 
ly  MAYNARD.  089924  (385),  PO  Box 
99,  Clermont  FL  32711. _ 

Seeking  correspondence.  Used  to  be 
professional  hairdresser  and  part- 
time  model.  Hobbies  include  snow- 
mobiling  and  reading  to  mention  a 
few.  Kenneth  W.  BASS,  165-377,  Box 
4571,  Lima  OH  45802. _ 

Black,  gay,  jailhouse  lawyer  looking 
for  penpal  (other  prisoners  welcome, 
if  you  can  write  to  prisoners). ‘Kendra’ 
Kenneth  ROYAL,  Y-6879-S1,  Drawer 
K,  Dallas  PA  18612 _ 

Gay  black  male,  light  skin,  brown 
eyes,  like  reading  cowboy  books  and 
running,  swimming,  looking  for  love. 
In  good  shape.  Baby  ass.  William 
JENKINS,  180430,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville  OH  45699. _ 

Loneliness  is  a  terrible  thing.  Let’s 
get  acquainted  and  keep  each  other’s 
loneliness  away.  I  enjoy  the  United 
Fruit  Company  stories.  Kirk 
GREGORY,  B-820649,  Drawer  1072, 
Arcadia  FL  33821. 

I’m  from  Andover,  Mass,  and  would 
like  to  have  a  few  penpals  to  share  my 
(lonely)  time  with.  Keith  A.  WARREN, 
23562,  Box  607,  Carson  Citv  NV  89702 


CROCHETING,  anyone? 

If  you’d  like  something  crocheted, 
send  me  the  pattern  (or  let  me  know 
how  much  yarn  is  needed,  exactly, 
because  they’ll  only  let  us  have  a  cer¬ 
tain  amount  in  here  at  a  time);  then 
purchase  the  yarn  and  have  the  store 
send  it  to  me;  I  (&  a  friend  in  here)  will 
do  the  work,  and  send  it  to  you,  and 
let  you  decide  how  much  you  want  to 
send  for  our  labor.  (We  have  a  LOT  of 
time!)  Don  Powell,  38437,  Box  2,  Lans- 
ing  KS  66043. 

*€)©©€) 

f OUTLOOK  ON  JUSTICE,  a  prisoner 
I  support  newsletter,  produced  by  the 
I  American  Friends  Service  Committee 
(Quakers),  is  available  to  prisoners  FREE 
of  charge.  ($5  to  outsiders)  Write  to: 

I AFSC  Outlook  on  Justice,  2161  Mass 
I  Ave,  Cambridge^  MA  |)2140. 

HELP!  DICTIONARIES!!! 
One  of  the  ‘facts  of  life’  folks 
is  that  prisoners  are  often 
without  much  ‘education’ 
(which  is  partly  why  they’re 
where  they  are:  hard  to  get 
jobs,  hard  to  deal  with  the 
legal  jargon).  PLEASE  send 
any  old  dictionaries  (paper¬ 
back  or  not),  or  $  to  buy  some 
used,  to:  GCN. 


FREE  to  prisoners  (while  they  last)! 
Copies  of  BLACK/OUT,  the  new  publication  of 
the  National  Coalition  ot  Black  Lesbians  & 
Gays,  with  essays,  drawings,  poems,  and 

I  some  penpal  ads  (on  a  space  available  basis). 
Write  them  at  NCBLG,  930  F  St.NW, 
Washinaton  nn  2nnn4 


I 


,  I’m  into  surfing,  meeting  people  and 
safe  sex.  By  the  way  I’ve  transformed 
myself  into  this  page  and  am  having 
SEX  with  your  hand.  SMILE  if  it  feels 
good!  Please  write.  Harry  HUBBARD, 
068624,  1150  SW  Allapattah  Rd,  In- 
diantown  FL  33456. _ 

I’ve  been  reluctant  to  write  and  ask 
for  free  space  as  I  don’t  like  to  ask  for 
charity.  But  pride  can  only  go  so  far 
when  the  only  mail  you  get  is  from 
Oreck  Brooms  and  the  sweepstakes! 

I  would  be  glad  to  correspond  with 
I  anyone.  John  M.  COX,  474253,  Box 
|  500,  Olustee  FL  32072. _ 

Serving  life;  looking  to  share  some 
thoughts  and  feeings.  Like  reading, 
writing,  poetry,  seeking  new  friends 
of  all  nationalities.  Please  write. 
Feldon  JACKSON,  38553,  Box  2,  Lan- 
sing  KS  66043. _ 

Gay  male,  hot  and  friendly,  would  like 
to  MEAT  with  people  for  fun,  hot,  safe 
time.  All  races  welcome  to  try  out  my 
BOTTOMLESS  throat.  Gordon 
GUITARD,  Box  9250,  Winnipeg 
Manitoba  R3C  3W9. 


Doin  time  in  segregation,  lonely  and 
bored.  Family  and  friends  seem  to 
have  forgotten.  I  would  really  ap¬ 
preciate  a  sincere  friend.  If  you’ve  got 
a  few  minutes  to  spare,  please  sit 
down  and  drop  me  a  line  &  let’s  get  to 
know  each  other.  Tim  SCAGGS, 
119050,  PO  Box  1000,  Craigsville  VA 
24430. _ 

Black  male  homosexual  would  like  to 
receive  letters  and  nude  photos  from 
black  men  in  the  free  world,  especial¬ 
ly  porno  stars,  who  are  100  percent 
men,  athletic  (sports  type),  and  into 
bondage.  I’m  very  beautiful  and  very 
femme  and  off  into  porno  movies. 
M  Lawrence  (LaGloria)  RAIBON,  391150, 
I  Box  128  (K-214),  Tennessee  Colony  TX 
|  75861. _ _ 

I  give  my  word  to  write  all  gays  who 
write  me  and  also  respect  them  as  a 
friend.  You’ll  be  doing  me  a  favor. 
Harold  STAPLETON,  042712, 1150  SW 
Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown  FL  33456 

I  work  out  with  weights  every  day 
almost  to  keep  in  shape  and  have  fun 
doing  it.  I’m  in  lock  up  for  drug  traf¬ 
ficking.  Thank  you  for  your  help.  Billy 
St  CLAIR,  132960,  Box  1000, 
Craigsville  VA  24430 _ 

David  C.  Please  write.  Miss  you  and 
am  very  concerned.  Frank  Wade, 
C-064304  (700),  1150  SW  Allapattah 
Rd,  Indiantown  FL  33456. _ 

Lonely  stud,  blondish  hair,  extremely 
large  balls  (soft  ball  size),  would  love 
to  hear  from  TV,  TS,  GM.  Love  hot 
sexy  letters.  Norman  D.  FRANK, 
195-373,  Box  5500,  Chillicothe  OH 
45601. 
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June  13 
to 

June  28 

13  Saturday 

Boston  —  Lesbian  and  gay  pride  march 
through  Boston.  Meet  at  11am  at  the  City 
Hall  Plaza,  Government  Center.  March 
begins  at  noon.  Info:  267-2113. 

Boston  —  Dance  Party  after  Pride,  featuring 
Right  Time  and  Dean  and  the  Weenies.  City 
Hall,  Government  Center.  $5  in  advance,  $7 
at  door.  To  benefit  GCN  and  the  Pledge  of 
Resistance.  9pm.  Info:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  “Romantic  Ambiguity  in 
Friendships.”  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Boston  —  The  Diane  Ponzio  Trio  appears  at 
Somewhere  Else.  295  Franklin  St. 
9&11pm.  Info:  423-7730. 

Dorchester  —  Out  in  Dorchester.  Dor¬ 
chester  GALA’S  fourth  annual  Gay  Pride 
Celebration.  8pm.  Whitton  Hall.  Rent  dona¬ 
tion  and  cash  bar. 

Boston  —  Pride  Rally  Broadcast  with  Jim 
Vetter.  WMBR  88.1  FM.  11am. 

Boston  —  “The  Road  to  Summer  Fun,”  a 
dance  to  benefit  AIDS  Action  Committee. 
Center  for  the  Arts,  Cyclorama  Hall,  Tre- 
mont  St.  $10  advance,  $12  at  door.  Info: 
437-6200. 

Boston  —  Interfaith  Gay/ Lesbian  Pride  Day 
Service.  Monica  Styron,  guest  speaker. 
Arlington  Street  Church,  351  Boylston  St. 
9:30am.  Interpreted  for  hearing  impaired. 
Childcare  provided.  Info:  1-537-6080. 

Boston  —  Gay/lesbian  programming  on 

WGBH/Channel  2:  We  Are  Family,  10pm, 
and  Summer  Kiss,  11:30pm. 

Boston  —  Amethyst  Women  Lesbian  Pride 
Dance.  YWCA,  141  Clarendon  St.  9pm- 
1am.  $6  more/less.  Drug-  and  alcohol- 
free. 

14  Sunday 

Boston  —  "AIDS:  Accidental  Death-  or 
Deliberate  Murder,”  a  lecture  by  Nathaniel 
Lehrman.  Community  Church  of  Boston, 
565  Boylston  St.  11am.  Free.  Children’s 
program.  Info:  266-6710. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Alfresco  Potluck  with  J.P. 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Neighbors.  Jamaica  Pond- 
at  Morraine  St.  3-6pm.  Rain  locations:  First 
Church  Hall,  Eliot  and  Centre  Sts.  4-7pm. 

Boston  —  Black  and  White  Men  Together. 

7th  anniversary  pride  picnic  on  the 
Esplanade.  Near  Hatch  Shell.  Noon-5pm. 
Potluck.  Free.  Open  to  all.  Info:  426-5472. 

Boston  —  Lesbian  brunch  sponsored  by 
DOB  singles.  Mario’s,  69  Church  St.,  Park 
Sq.  Noon.  Info:  Jean,  277-8150. 

Dorchester  —  Women  in  Chiltern  brunch 
and  Blue  Hills  walk.  Potluck  brunch,  11am- 
2pm.  Open  to  all.  Info:  Kitty,  282-6437. 

Boston  —  Peter  Stickel  interviews  Larry 
Kessler  on  Boston’s  Other  Voice.  WROR 
98.5  FM.  12:30am,  Monday  morning. 

Boston  —  Memorial  Service  and  Dedication 
for  Gerald  Flynn.  Fenway  Victory  Gardens. 
1pm.  All  welcome. 

15  monday 

Worcester  —  Virginia  Rubino  performs  on 
keyboards  and  vocals.  Coffee  Kingdom,  2 
Richmond  Ave.  8pm.  Info:  755-8936. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  parents  and  co¬ 
parents  meeting.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 


16  tuesday 

Newton  —  Healina  service  for  all  those  af¬ 
flicted  by  AIDS.  St.  Jean’s  Church,  253 
Watertown  St.  7:30pm.  Transportation 
from  Boston  available.  Info:  332-0445. 

17  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Community  meeting  concerning 
the  October  March  on  Washington. 
Piemonte  Room,  Boston  City  Hall  (rear  en¬ 
trance).  7:30pm.  All  welcome.  Info: 
442-9597. 

Boston  —  ‘‘Responding  to  the  Crisis,”  lec¬ 
tures  by  Larry  Kessler  and  Rev.  John 
Saltzman.  Trinity  Church  parish  house, 
corner  of  Clarendon  and  Boylston  Sts. 
7:30pm.  Free.  Info:  536-0944. 

Cambridge  —  ‘‘Adjusting  to  Changes  in 

Each  Other.”  Discussion  for  lesbians 
50  +  /-.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Dover,  MA  —  Forum  on  Lesbian  Battering. 

Presented  by  Mass.  Coalition  of  Battered 
Women’s  Service  Groups.  Info:  Beth, 
744-6841. 


United  Fruit  Company,  18  thursday 


18  thursday 

Boston  —  Public  Safety  Committee  of 
Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance 
fundraising  party  to  support  survivors  of 
homophobic  violence.  French  Wall’s  home, 
7  Columbus  Sq.  7pm.  Info:  236-1641. 

Boston  —  GCN’ s  production  night.  All 

welcome.  Proofreading:  before  8PM.  Paste¬ 
up:  after  7PM.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 

Northampton  —  SHELIX  lesbian  s/m  sup¬ 
port  group.  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Info:  SHELIX,  P.0.  Box  416,  Florence  Sta¬ 
tion,  Northampton,  MA  01060. 

Providence  —  AIDS  benefit  in  the  name  of 
Gay  Pride.  Yukon  Trading  Co.  All  welcome. 
9:30pm. 

Cambridge  —  United  Fruit  Company 

presents  a  “raucous,  bawdy  gay  political 
comedy  review,”  I  Am  What  I  Wear.  Alley 
Theatre,  1 253  Cambridge  St.  Through  June 
21.  8pm.  $6-$10.  Info:  547-7728. 

19  friday 

Provincetown  —  Fifth  annual  Lesbian 
Whale  Watch.  Proceeds  to  benefit  NYC  Les¬ 
bian  Herstory  Archives.  2:30pm.  $15.  Info: 
Womencrafts,  487-2501. 

Boston  —  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the 
paper  and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  10pm. 
Near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info: 
GCN,  426-4469. 

Providence  —  Cocktail  reception  with  David 
Scondras  to  benefit  R.l.  Alliance  for  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Civil  Rights.  Info:  Lynn, 
789-2609. 

Boston  —  “Where  Are  We?”  Second  of 
three  meetings  devoted  to  gay  men’s 
issues.  Sponsored  by  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Church.  Info:  Mark,  424-9257. 


Boston’s  1987  Pride  March  route, 
13  Saturday 


Jamaica  Plain  —  Women’s  jazz  quintet 

Bougainvillea  performs.  Jamaica  Plain  Arts 
Center,  659  Centre  St.  8pm.  $4  Info: 
524-3816. 

Mansfield  —  Paul  Simon’s  Graceland  con¬ 
cert  with  special  guest  Miriam  Makeba. 
Great  Woods.  7:30pm.  $16-23.50.  Info: 
339-2333. 

20  Saturday 

New  Bedford  —  Women  in  Jazz  concert  to 
benefit  the  New  Bedford  Women’s  Center. 
Zeiterion  Theatre,  864  Purchase  St.  8pm. 
$8.50-$10,  $2  discount  for  seniors, 
students  and  children.  Info:  994-2900. 

Boston  —  Black  &  White  Men  Together  yard 
sale.  195  W.  Newton  St.  Info:  266-4378. 

Providence  —  R.l.  Pride  March  and  Rally. 
Meet  at  Cathedral  Sq.  at  the  top  of 
Westminster  Mall.  11:30am.  Rally  at  State 
House,  2pm. 

21  Sunday 

Worcester  —  A  Separate  Peace:  works  by 
gay  and  lesbian  artists.  Gallery  69A,  69A 
Hammond  St.  Through  July  19.  Free. 
Opening,  2-5pm.  Info:  756-6681. 

‘Boston  —  Boston’s  Other  Voice  interviews 
Marcy  Adelman,  editor  of  Long  Time  Pass¬ 
ing.  WROR  98.5  FM.  12:30am,  Monday 
morning. 

Cambridge  —  Book  Celebration  with  editors 
of  Lesbian  Psychologies.  New  Words 
Bookstore,  184  Hampshire  St.  3-5pm. 

Boston  —  Quabbin  Reservoir  hike  with 
Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Meet  10:30am  at  Wind¬ 
sor  Memorial.  Info:  Joe  Ryan,  522-9505  or 
Norm  Flateau,  325-7187. 

Boston  —  Father’s  Day  Men’s  Support 
Group.  Boston  Men's  Center,  59  Bay  State 
Rd.  6:30pm  potluck,  7-9pm  workshop. 
Free.  Registration:  247-4056 or  965-9833. 

22  monday 

Boston  —  People  of  Color  Task  Force  of 

March  on  Washington  for  lesbian  and  gay 
rights.  7pm.  Info:  424-6989. 

23  tuesday 

Boston  —  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Alliance  quarterly  meeting. 
UMASS/Boston,  Park  Square  Building, 
Rm.  222,  7pm.  Info:  265-0348. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  25  and  under.  DOB, 
Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  8PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

24  Wednesday 

Boston  —  ‘ ‘ Overcoming  the  Fear  of  AIDS,  ’  ’ 
with  Rev.  John  Snow.  Trinity  Church  parish 
house,  corner  of  Clarendon  and  Boylston 
Sts.  7:30pm.  Free.  Info:  536-0944 

Worcester  —  AIDS  update.  Saxe  Rm., 
Worcester  Public  Library.  7-9pm.  Free.  In¬ 
fo:  756-6676. 

28  Sunday 

Arlington  —  Jewish  women’s  open  discus¬ 
sion  group  reunion  potluck  picnic.  Spy 
Pond,  to  left  of  beach.  1pm.  Raindate:  July 
12. 


Personal  Services.  Written  by 

David  Leland.  Directed  by  Terry  Jones.  With 
Julie  Walters,  Alec  McCowen,  Shirley 
Stelfox,  and  Danny  Shiller.  Running  time 
103  minutes.  At  Copley  Place,  Boston. 

Many  movies  are  more  than  willing 
to  show  sex  but  few  are  smart  enough 
to  actually  have  anything  to  say  about 
it.  Personal  Services,  a  sex- 
comedy/drama  which  tells  the  story  of 
Cynthia  Payne,  England’s  most  notor¬ 
ious  and  popular  madam,  scores  its 
best  points  in  its  unflinching  portrayal 
of  how  downright  ordinary,  funny  and 
totally  idiosyncratic  most  sex  is. 

Christine  Painter  (played  by  Julie 
Walters  and  based  upon  the  memoirs 
of  Cynthia  Payne)  discovers  that  she 
cannot  make  ends  meet  by  waitressing 
and  renting  out  her  apartment  to  local 
prostitutes  so  she  decides  to  go  into 
the  business  herself.  Soon  she  and  her 
friends  Dolly  (Danny  Shiller)  and 
Shirley  (Shirley  Stelfox)  are  doing  so 
well  that  they  move  into  a  large  house 
in  one  of  London’s  nicer  suburbs. 
Christine  has  to  deal  with  a  myriad  of 
problems  from  the  police,  to  family  bat¬ 
tles,  to  the  fact  that  Dolly  is  actually  a 
man.  But  in  the  grand  tradition  of  the 
working  girl  making  good,  she  trium¬ 
phs.  All  in  a  day’s  work. 

After  being  in  the  life  for  a  while, 
Christine  learns  that  there  is  more 
money  to  be  made  with  kinky  sex  and 
this  provides  the  funniest  and  most  poig¬ 
nant  parts  of  the  film:  bankers  who 
want  to  be  beaten,  investment 
counselors  who  fantasize  they  are  les¬ 
bians,  your  average  transvestites  and 
judges  who  want  to  be  abused  by  their 
nanny.  Director  Jones  (the  director  of 
the  Monty  Python  films)  has  an  amaz¬ 
ing  eye  for  both  the  absurd  and  the  in¬ 
genious.  We  see  how  silly  so  much  of 
the  sex  looks,  but  also  how  important 
it  is  to  the  men.  Sexual  desire  is  never 
ridiculed  but  Jones  shows  the  fragility 
of  fantasy  when  placed  in  a  broader 
context. 

Julie  Walters’  performance  as 
Christine  is  wonderful:  she  is  both 
tightly  defensed  and  bitterly  nasty, 
while  always  showing  the  deeper  con¬ 
flicts  and  emotions.  Danny  Shiller,  as 
the  dowdy  Dolly,  is  also  remarkable  — 
it’s  probably  the  best  drag  perfor¬ 
mance  for  any  film  in  years. 

Personal  Services  is  not  the  world’s 
best  film  —  some  of  it  is  disorganized 
and  feels  incomplete,  especially  when 
it  is  trying  to  show  how  the  business  is 
affecting  Christine’s  emotions.  But 
most  of  it  is  perceptive  and  witty  and 
as  sympathetic  to  the  extremities  of 
fantasy  as  it  is  to  the  depth  of  passion. 

— Michael  Bronski 


Classic  Gay  Pride 

If  you’re  a  fan  of  good  classical 
music  and  have  always  wanted  a 
chance  to  languish  in  some  lovely 
sounds  while  at  the  same  time 
celebrating  your  gayness,  don’t  miss 
what  promises  to  be  a  very  special 
evening  of  classical  music  by  gay  com¬ 
posers  performed  by  gay  musicians. 
Organized  by  Fenwick  Smith  and 
featuring  works  by  Benjamin  Britten, 
Virgil  Thompson,  Claude  Debussy  and 
others,  this  unusual  combination  of 
music  and  narrative  will  be  held  at  Em¬ 
manuel  Church,  Sunday,  June  14  at  8 
p.m.  The  concert  is  a  benefit  for  the 
Boston  Institute  for  Social  Therapy  and 
Research/ 

—  Tom  Grabosky 


Lesbian  limericks 

Limericks,  cartoons  and  line  drawings 
are  wanted  for  a  book  of  lesbian 
limericks.  Send  submissions  (with 
SASE)  by  July  1  to:  Bean-o  Silverstein, 
181  25th  Ave.,  Santa  Cruz,  CA  95062. 


Calendar  compiled  by  Barnaby  Fisher 

GayCommunity  News 


Unprecedented  Adolescent. 

In  June  of  1973,  Gay  Community  News 
was  brought  into  this  world.  Wide-eyed 
and  eager  to  give  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  its  first  weekly  journal  of 
information.  Provocation.  Celebration. 

Now  entering  our  fifteenth  year,  GCN  is 
still  precocious.  Ahead  of  its  time. 

Willing  to  explore  tough  topics. 

Prod  sacred  cows.  Question  “authorities.” 

So  don’t  get  your  news  from  pre-pubescent 
sources.  Subscribe  now  and  save  seventeen 
bucks  off  the  newsstand  price. 


Okay,  GCN.  Don’t  baby  me.  Send  me  Gay 
Community  News. 

Name _ Address, 

City  _____  State _ 

□  New  Subscription  1  year  $33  $ 

□  Renewal  ^5  weeks  $20  $ 

25  weeks/low  income  $12  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations 

which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 16 
GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 
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